FA. . 3 
ee. * 


5 bY. 


N 


. 
K 
p 


Fs 9 
4 o | 18 1 1 


7 — 
* o C > N 7 
* . * 1 ; 
» 6.0 * "4 , BY. "1 8.) 
; SE EY 
* R , * 1 
: 
1 * 4 + IT, 
as ® 2 : " 
9 * ts, \ 0 
942 | 1 ) 


— — 
2 


. — 


S 


LO 


2 wm * 
3 


1 Private judgment 


1 N In Matters of Rel Ic SiON 


- F 1 
7» . | 
þ "on et. i ti. 


By. PTHILALETHES. 


9 a —— * - * „ * 
2 — —— — * —_— 2 — — AN 04 OO 


ea. and why even 7 Jour ſatves judge ys Nay what is 


Here all things, hols 1% thit lieh l well 1 The, 
2 ad | Wa 


— m EE ET I "IY 


— +4 - #4 0m. ©" 933 an. 
f = 


Printed, for Mat ella, at the Mrs Daggers if 
$ "Fleot-Qurect, £7.12, © r. | 


ol 
1 
W 


* 
* 
n 
» 4 
. 
» 

x : 4 
* 3 ? p N 

” 

— — - 3 > <9. ** 4 * „ W — 1 

. _ - — 
„ 
- 


— 


ü 
1 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
15 rige? Lok. 12. 57 
| 


* 
* 
1 „ r "IG" „ e rr 
——— wera_s and TE Wo OO Inn OI * Wd bed —— a—_— — — . 9 9 — «tdi... Ah. be te 
* , ; 0 - a : 
: : / 
r ˙ . ˙ — Q * it. Pas "- 6 1 Py ——_—_— - = 
OY —_—y — _— Ct. ad ( 3 „ * 2 — — 7 ies cated kt tat. 4 a 
— $ 
1 4 
: . : 
| 4 : 
V | * ? 
oy = s F 
mY x e 
= d 
* * ſ 
. 4 ; 
(he * 8 0 a4 
, * * ” 
| 2 ' 
# „ 


2 


— —— 


THE 


PREFACE. 


HE Writer of theſe Meets being a Lover 
of Truth, which he thinks requires no 
other Authority but its own natural 
Light aud Strength to recommend it, 

ans very heartily on with the Author of the Eſſay 

in ſmicere Endeavours to promote it. 

But though we are both agreed in the End of our 
Searehes, we ſhall be found pretty widely to diſſer in 
eur Means to obtain it. 

Inu profeſs my ſelf an utter ſtranger to the Per- 
ſon of this Author, and ſo hope T ſhall not be ſuſpected 
to Wiite in oppofition to any thin but bis Opinion, 
which Ttake to be of a very dangerous Nature, and 
t ſtrike at the Foundation of all Religion. For if 
Publick Judgment be to determine what 1s Truth, 
fudaiſm, Mahometiſin, e what you pleaſe may be 
50 Habliſbad, and Min obliged in Conſcicuce to believe 
it, and thus the ſam? Authovity which can ſettle one 
Religion, may deſtroy another ;, and what does this 
end m, but in the Diſſolution of all ? 

However, thus far, as ta what concerns our ſelvzs 
ander the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, we may ſafely go, 
and affirm, That from this Principle many Anti Chri- 
ſian Errors have already been Eſtabliſped in the 
Churco, and that it is capable, hen thoroughly im- 
bihed, of ext peting the whole Goſpel Revelation : 
And thereſars it is ſcarce to be imagined, that the Al. 
A2 wiſe 
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The Preface. 


wiſe Author of it ſhould put its Guardianhhip into 
fuch a Method, ar mniſt apparently bazard its total 
Deſirutiom, 

Our Aut bor f gems to be ſomewhat ſenſible of the 
vaſt Importance of this Point, when be infouates, 
that the Doctrine he advances is only the reſult / 

pag. 7- his own ſingle Private Judgment, and that not 
perfecth determined; fmce he encourages any ot her 
Private Fudge to offer his Thoughts upon this Subject 
Prej. page and promuſes to accept friendly whatever Aſliſtance 
* it affords him towards a Diſcovery. 

Upon ſuch Enconragement I willingly take this Pain: 
to recommend my ſelf to hir Fon; and that he 
may not think me wholly wndeſeromg of it, I hal! 
premiſe here fſon;e Particulurs in which we are fully 
agreed, which. will make the way the clearer for the 
$n:divg out the Truth as to thoſe Points in which we 
Hall appear to differ. 

We: are agreed then, as fur as I can judge by our 
Author's outward Profeſſion, in a hearty Approba- 
tion f the Church of England, and look nj on her 
as one of the pureſt and moſt uncorrupt Parts of the 
Catholick Church, and as coming the neareft to the 
N imitive and Apoſtolick Pattern, both as to Ductrine 

and hip, in the three t Ages of Chrifttamty : 
And we think it redounds very much to her Strength, 

a well as to her: Honour, that ſhe allows greater 
p12. 145. Privileges to Private Judgment, than any other 
Church or Congregation in the World; which is 
an Argument, that He is built upon the Forndation 
of Truth, and verds not the Arts of blinding bes 
Members with the dar le Ignorance to keep them in 
ber Communon, No She receives no Rate of 
Faith, but the Scriptures themſelves, and does not 
take upon her magifterially to judge of Controvei fies, 
end Ly her own bare Authority to determiue them 
but allows all due Liberty to every Private Judgment, 


aud 


,_—— - - 


The Preface: 


and ohtrndes no Doctrine c npor u,; but Shot carey 

their own Weight and Corodion aloyg with them, as 

being either exp {ily contained in Srpture, evi - Art, F, 
dont iy deducible from it, and whatever i contrary to Att. 20. 
this, is openly recdted by her. 

Flow near foever tho our Efſay-Anthor may be pag. 145. 
nilling to hi hr to Intallibility, e does ber 
felf in her ewn Articles diſclaim the thing, and do- 
clare, that as ſeveral Churches have erred, {o Arc. 192 
there is none but what may; and, I hope, no Privats 
Judgment can be obliged to ſubmit to their Determi- 
nations when they do. 

Wherefore, though the Zeal of this Writer in com- 
plimenting her with a foreign Authority may be 
pardonable, as eh, kindly intended for her Service: 
yet pofebly it will be thought by ſone not 1 Prudent, x 
as faftening a real Diſbononr p01 her by the Snſpi- | 
cion it carries of her needing it. 

I cannit therefore vin ſo great a L»ngth as ou 
Aut hor in Zeal and Service to the Church, as to fol. 
low Her, when ſhe departs from Truth: For though 
1 way own her, as he docs, to be the pureſt and pag. 146. 
beſt conflituted Church upon Earth, yet I need 
not go ſ far as to exalt her by mer Imagination, 
into ſo g lorious and triumphant a State at preſent, 
as to ſay, ſhe hath neither Spot nor Wrinkle, nor 2. f. 2 
any ſuch thing; we muſt indeed be Followers of 
the M:nifters of the Goſpel, but ſo far only as + gr. et. 
they tollow Chriſt ; aud we muff not fo adh to i. 

e Stewards of the Myſteries of God. as to or- coy, 4.1, 
ſake God himſelf our great Lord and Mafter, and 


the giver of all Grace, who hath called us into t Pet, s. 
bis Eternal Glory by Chriſt Jeſus. 10. 


Hut notwithſtanding owr Author's ent ire ubm om uf 

all his Enquiries after Truth, to the Judgment of the 
Church, whoſe Intereſt be ig reſolved to Eſpouſe, IT yref. pag, © | 
td him ſomewhat wavering in this Reſolution, 7 0. | 
| * | 
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Pref. pag, the conſummate and incorrupt Judgment of but 


The Preface. 


for fear of depending men Numbers in the Churcs 
for the Settl-meut of bis Refigi on, to whom in ſome 
places he ſeems to reſign himſelf, in auot her place he 
apples to a ſingle Infallibility, and acquzefſes in 


11. one, who yet it not the {Head of bis own, but of 
another Province : So that in his fixing the Seat of 
Truth, he ſ:ems to be certain of nothing, but that it 
Pref. pag. Is not to be found in himiſelt, and thinks it a manly 
11. Reſignation, and a Foundation for Gary, that bs 
can with great Mode depend upon Others, and fly 
to Authority for his Security. 
Pref, pag, I vill not call this a tame and flavith Principle. 
10. or any fuch hard Names as may diſcourage an hunn. 
ble and diftrnfiful Searcher after Truth, but only jay, 
that tis a lower Piece of Submi ſtou to the Fndgmem 
of other Men, than Chriftianity allows us to Pratt ice. 
Another particular in which our Author and th? 
Writer of this Paper are agreed, is, a very big 
Aſteem, and great Veneration for that moſt Rebe rend 
Prelate, to whom the Dedication of the Eſſay is al- 
rected; hh Integrity and uncorrupt Judgment 
% Bas been very Conſpicnous, and whoſe Courage and 
CGonftancy ix oppofitzen to Popery, when it once t. 
empte d, the ver throw of our Pure "Efablifhed Relige- 
on, ought to be grat full remembred by all our Fute- 
ftant Pofterity. And I could with as great Confidenc: 
appeal to his Grace's conſummate Witdoin, as our 
Author, for a final Determmation of this Controver- 
5, u. twitl ffanding be has been b-fore hand with me, 
though poftbly without any Enconragement ſo to do, y 
eker bimſelf under bis Grace“ Protection, and 
by ujrig his great Name % inſſuence or awe th- 
World into favourable Thoughts of bis Performance. 
But I would not Have this acknowledgment of Vi! 
Graces eminent Virtues, whutever our Author mio, 


mfimuate by Elis, be conftry' d as any Suppoſition of tl: 
Wan! ( 


The Preface. 


want of the like Virtues in others of the ſame 
high Order, whoſe gr-at Learning and Piety haue 
_ bappily Influuigental in preſerving us from the 

Hram of POPERY, ond the Diſorders and 
Conſuſion of the other Extream : they bave never 
been wokting, as often as there has been juſt Occalſi- 
on, to put themſelves into th: GAP for our 72 
foſe And one of them of the higheſi Digoity, ba 

bis learned Labours ſufficiently demionſtrated Þ 
3 World bis Auerſion to POP ERV, and wheſe 
L iuciples are too well known to be ſujpe Bed of the leaſt 
Tendency towards the Encouragement of F ACTI- 
ON; and thereſore bis Lite is , eſteemed @ 
very great Security aud Defenſe to us againſ! the 
Deſene mid Attempts of both. 

There is another Particular in which our Author 
and I do not ſeem to differ, and that is, in a ſincere 
Belief of the Goſpel Revelation, and of all thoſe 
Truth which are * us iu the inſpired Writings 
of the Old and New Teſtament, which are ac- 
knowledged to contain the whole V. ill of God, and oy 
which our Faith ad Practice ought to be regu- 
lated, 

From premiſog theſe t gs in which we agree, 1 
hall be the better ablz to proc ved, without berg male 
anprebended, in the Examination of the ſeneral Ar- 
guments which are produc id to diva Private Judg- 
rent of what I conceive ite juſt Authority ; Hat 
I mnt take notice by the way, that owr Author do: 
ſcarce any thing elſe but negatively d4ethr one it, 5 
anferranc 1 i mag i ary Abſur« dities from the ſupp: jang it 

aud ſhowing how unf't it ſeems to be, in bis Opinion, 
for the ( unde and Government of Hum me. 10 15 
He is very tender of placing another Judge 1: it, 
room, and of telling us poſitively whole Ti e 
We pm m'verſally follow, when we have, with 2 
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Pref. pig due Submiſlion to our elders Brethren, rejected 
our ohn. 


The Preface. 


{would only here take notice furt her of one miver- 


fal Miſtake which runs through his whole Compoſtior, 


and which he builds much upon, and which may ſerv; 
as a Key to open the Weaknels of moff of his Argu- 
meats; and that is, His ſuppoſing that Opinion 
makes Truth, and from thence inferring, That it 


Private judgment were ow Guide to Truth, Con- 


tradictions might be true, becauſe private Men 
may hav? Contradictory Opinions: But he fhoul1 
have conſider d, that Mens Opinions alter not th: 
Nature of things; that Truth is certain and im 
mutable, whatever Mens Concept ions are concern 
a it; aud that tho" Men may ſometimes innocent 

ly miſtake it, t that all Ignorance and that al! 
Mittakes are not excuſable, bnt may deſerve, and 
without doubt will receive, an equitable and proporti 
enable Puniſhment. 

But I haue done now with my General Reflections 
and Pall proceed to confider difl:ly the ſeveral par- 
ticular Arguments that are aſſer d to invalidate 
the Anthority of Private Judgment in Matters of 
Religion; and T ſhall take them juft in that Method 
ond Order in which I find them in: the Eflay. 
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CHAP. L 


HE Author of the Eſſay introduces 
nis Diſcourſe with an Obſervation con- 

cerning the Fewrſh Church, which 

does not at all conclude in his Fa- 
vour, but rather very much againſt bim; Lis 
this, that every Prophet who was ſent to that 
People, was obliged to prove his Miſſion by ſome 


Miracle, before the Divine Authority of his Meſ- pag. 1, >' 


ſige was acknowledged, and Men obliged to re- 
ceive it: And that this was the Caſe of the leſſer 
Prophets in particular, though their Fmbaſh 

were no more then to explam what had been al- 
ready more obſcurely Revealed. Now the Con- 
clufios which I ſhould draw from this, and which 
ems moſt naturally and directly to follow from 


it, is, that under the Goſpel Revelation, which is 


declared to be the lat which ſhall be ever offered 
to Mankind, there is as mucl: Keaſon to expect 
{ome ſuch Divine Teftimony from all ſuch Perſons 
as pretend Aut hori tatiuely to impoſe upon the 
Judgments of others, this or that particular Senſe 
of very abſtruce and difficult, and controverted 
places of it, as there was under the Jcwiſſi Lan ; 
and mote eſpecially ſo, it the pretence he to add 
ſuch things as Wiſe and Learned, and unpreju- 
diced Men, cannot think contained in it. 


B Ba 


Chap. I. 


Pag. 55 
61. 


Pag. 5. 


. 3 


(2) 

But perhaps our Autlior will not look upon 
this Inference as much affecting the Church's Pom. 
», whoſe Authority he often calls Divine, as be- 
ing conferred upon her by the Author of the ſam» 
Revelation, which the is the Guardian of, au- 
confirmed by the ſume Miracles which atteſted 
the Truth of It. Now the Church's Authority 
being Livius, is what we do not diſpute againſt, 
& far as the Scripture allows it; which certainly 
muſt confine it to the inculcating only ſuch Truths 
29 it contains, and not ſuffer it to exceed thoſe 
Powers which that Charter has granted it. Buy 
what further Authorty this Writer would hav- 
her Divinely Commiſſioned with, by contending that 
ſhe is a Body Politick, and has a Legiſlative Power ; 
I muſt protels my ſelf a ſuanger to, and wil} 
wait for my Information, till the Advancer of 
theſe Afertions ſhall explain himfelf. 

So that it is not the Church's real Authority, 
that privat Judgment miſt oppoſe 5 but when ſhe 
Unrps tat Dominion over Mens Conſciences, 
which there is no Revelation to juſtify. And 
here the grievance is, that Neaſun, which our Au- 
thor ſo juſtly calls the Yeakneſs of Man, mutt 
preſume ſo far as to judge what is or is not Rev 
lation; which puts me in nnd of an Exprethon 
ot Arch. Biſhop Tillatſon, “. That we need not de- 
* fire better Evidence that any Man is in the 
ag, than to hear him declare againſt Rca. 


© ſon, and thereby acknowledge, that Reaſon i: 


* againſt Him . I could uot indeed call that Rea 


fon which (ould go againff aud oppoſe it (elf 


the Wiſdom aud Kevelation of God, and {fo can 
joyn with our Author in terming it Feakneſs, o. 
Foly, or Madneſs, But, I hope, be will not give 
any of thoſe names to Reajon, that goes with N. 
veclrtien, and diveſt it of all Strength and Autho- 
rity, inecely becauſe tis Private ; Face this would 
} 1 


(3) 
be to judge of Truth only by Numbers, and then Chap. T 
it would generally be out- voted. And an Argu- 
ment is not one fort the frovger for having its 
Vouchers Awmerous. So that though Reaſon muſt 
ſubmit to Revelation, yet R-aſom may combat Rea- 
ſon, when called in as a help to anderfland it. 
And that which has the greateſt degree of Light 
and Evidence on its fide, nuſt and ought to pre- 
vail, and have its Victory proclaimed in the 
Judgment of every Enquirer, who impaxtially 
ſearches after Truth. And its being either Pub- 
lick or Nivate, docs nat in the leaſt affect the 
Merits of che Cauſe, or afford any additions! 
Strength for our Conviction. And though the 
Publick may have juſt Caaſs to adhere to the 
belief of ſome particular Truths, which every 
private Perſon cannot fully comprehend , yet 1 
cannot look upon the Foundation of their Eſta- 
bliſhment to be, = mere Defiance to the common g. 4; 
Senſe of Mankind, to which our Author is not 
willing there ſhould be any Appeal. 
Pat it is ſaid, that this Claim of Private Jud 
ment has been the Cauſe of many ZHerefies and big. 3. 
Schiſms in the Church, winch have been ſpawned 
and crgardred from this Principle. But this Ob- 
jector does elſewhere acknowledge, that this like- 
wiſe has been the conſequence of Publich Judg- E 3 
ment, and that Hereſtzs bays bren eftabliſhed by Sy- 
rods, and that ſeveral of the Councils of the Church 
have gone a great way in corrnpting Religion ; and 1 
believe too he will not deny, but that more Per- 
{ons have been called Hereticks, and that by Pull. 
lick Fudgment, than have deſerved that Name. 
winch I think carries ſomething wore in it than 
2 bare erroneous Judgment. And therefore I can» 
not entertain ſuch favouratils Thoughts of this Sin, 
which St. Paul reckons among the Works of the Gal. , 17, 
Fleſh, as to eſteem it no more then the bare miſe 20. 
G 2 oppres 


Chap. «pprebenſion. of Truth; and 


Jag. 


pag. 


439 


6. 


(4) 


fo muſt conclude, con 
trary is the charitable Opinion of this Author, 
tha: there never were any Publick or Private He- 


reſies, but what had ſomething either of Contenti- 


on, Vamnglory, Pride, Conceir, Emy, I will add 
Ambition, Love of Dominion, and worldly Intereſt, 
or ſome ſuch other Diabolical and Malcvolent O- 
NN. 

Unleſs then Bodies of Men can be demonſtrated 
to be leſs liable to the Infection of theſe Vices. 
and the Dominion of them than fogle Perſons, 
Which 3 think what our Author 2dvances at his 
127th Page does not do; That Herefies owe their 
Riſe from hence, can be no more a prejudice a 
gainſt the judgment of the Ove, than of the Other , 
and ſinqe in Fact we find, that as much Diſtur- 
bance, and as many I!-conſequences have ariſen, 
to the great detriment of Religion, to the danger of 
the Church, and the hazard of Men's Eternal Saltva- 
tion, not to mention the Cruelti-s arid Rarbaritie: 
to Men's Bodies, from the Tyranny and Oppreſ 
fion of Publick Judgment, as there ever have done 
from a vicious and conceited Private Oue; the 
lovers of Truth muſt nndoubtedly have à right 
to examine the pretences of Poth, and to reject th- 
Alnſ*s of jnſl Authority in the Due, and to correct 
the miffakes of pretended Reaſon in the Other. And 
the only Damage the Church would receive fron: 
hence wonld be, but the want of an rfallbl 
ſtanding Fudge to determine finally all controverted 
Opinions, which 1 conclude it might with Char it) 
ſuhſiſt without, fince it has not plealed Almigh- 
ty God to afligu us one. But to come to out 
Lolnt. 

Our Anthor's #+f Chapter, which is one of the 
largeſt, is ſpent in contuting a Notion which 1 
Hope is not entertained by many; I can ſcarce 
think it ary one c ſober Thoughts, that Private Fudg- 


11216 


(5s) 


run is ſo much its own Sovereign, as to be ſubject Chap. I. 
Fo 0 Rule, and Unaccomtable, and if it ETTS, Not pag. 19. 
Pint huble. And yet he joyns another Notion pag. 8: 
with it contradictory of the former, the preſumptu- 
ous Claim it makes of chooſorgg what Law or Reli- 
gion it will walk by, which very choice is the ſub- 
mitting to it as its Rule, And then he proceeds 
to mix them together, and hopes to make the ab- 
{rd conſequences of the One, beat down what 
is reaſonable in the demands of the Other. 

It is neceſſary therefore, that we make ſome 
Diſtindion between them, and firſt ſettle our No- 
tions of Private Judgment, and what Privileges it 
pleads for, before we proceed any further to in- 
validate thole Argumonts he advances to oppoſe 
them. And this will juſtify the paſſing over, or 
at leaſt the conſidering but ſlightly ſuch of them 
as do not appear to affect the diſpute between 
Us... 

To diſtinguiſu then between the two Parts of 
the propoſition our Author confounds, that Private pag. 32. 
Judgment is not, nor cam he, the ſole Guide or Rule in 
»:atters of Religion, which he ſays amounts in o- 
ther Terms to this, that no Man is to judge for 
Fimſelf, what he is to Believe aud Prafice, Nau 
tant him ove Part of his Propoſition, which he 
makes the whole in his Concluſion, that Private fig 3 
Judgment is not the ſole Rule in matters of Religion. 
But that it is not the ſole Guide to direct us in 
che Application of our Rule, or that Men by their 
an Private Reaſon are not to chooſe of what Religi- Pag. g. 
n they will be, and in what Senſe they ave to undey- 
derfland the ſeveral Articles of it, is what I think 
our Author's Reaſons, and conſequential Ab/rrdi- 
ties do not. ſufficiently evince. The Ruls by 
„ich Men mult regulate their Judgments, 1s 
}x24 and certain, and is without doubt the Vid | 
and Law of God, both as it is naturally written | 
1 


Chap, I, 


#' » 18. 


(8) 
in the Heart, which we call Right Reaſon, and as 
it is ſupernaturally declared in Scripture, which 
we term Revelation. But the Application of bt); 
theſe parts of our Rule, as well as the choice t 
it, as to what we are to Believe and Practice, i 
what J aſſert in oppoſition to our Author, to |: 
the buſineſs of Private Fadement, by the\Anthori- 
ty of which ws ought to be determined; and 3 
ſhall now rum over the Reaſons which are offered 
to the contrary, and ſhew the Hrconcluſiveneſs © 
them. Theſe are mmerons, but a ford Anſwer 
will ſerve oft of them, and ſore require none. 


His firft Argument ab ahſurdo, that there could 


be no Herzly or Schiſm in the Church, if Provat: 
Fudgment had ſuch Authority, does not at al: 
afte our Diſpute, becauſe it follows only th- 
ſuppoſition, that Private Judgment has xo Ru: 
by which it ought to be directed, which is no 


contended for, but the contrary granted ; a 


therefore it can by no means be concluded, th 
tis impoſſible Herefies ſhould ariſe, unleſs it were 
impoſſible that Men ſhould be Proud, or Ob#mat-. 
or Anliticus, or give way to any Spiritual . 
Fleſbh Vice, which may pervert their Juq nn. 
or corrupt their Pradice which may render 
them fafhciently culpable to be adjudged ſirc/- 
* 2s have manifeſtly forſakes the Rule 
ots. | 

And the ſame may in a great meaſure be fa: 
to what is objected as to Vie Being of the Churc/ 
and its Unity, which he urges would hereby be 
niſſolbed. For ſute Men who acknowledge the 
fame Object of Religious Worſhip, and receive 
the fame Rule of their Faith, may joyn in the 
Tame common methods of Devotion, and keep 
up a Chriſtian Union, without their agreement in 
every particular Private OHij, in Matters very 
abſiryſe ; aud which perhaps the Diving Wifdon; 


ha" 
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has purpoſely vailed with Obſcurity, that there may Chap. I, 
be room left us to exerciſe ur Moderation, and 
entertain favourable and charitable Thoughts of 
each other. And to advance any Human Deter- 
minations, and require the Conformity of Men's 
Judgments to them, either fte to, or even 
beyond what God in his written Word has di- 
refted, is indeed a violation of the Principles of e 1a 
Nature, and the deftroying that Liberty of Fudp- 
mort in which He has indulged Mankind, and 
for which they are only accountable to Him. 
And to take away our Author's Fears of the 
Church's Unity being diſſolved by a Diverſity of 
Opinions in it, T will direct him to a Write of 
good Authority, who adviſes to a better Method t 
preſerving it. There is an eaſie and effectual Dice 
* way ot curing Church Diviſions, ſays he, wich- 2 . 
aut 2 Judge of Controverſies; nay, without 8 
making all Men of a Mind in every thing, 386. 
which muſt never be expected in this World p46 55- 
And that is, noi to make the neceſſary Terms 
of Comm mion ſtreighter and narrower than 
Chriſt has made them, nothing but what is 
plainly reveal'd in Scripture, and is eſſentia! 
* to Chniſhan Faith and Worſhip , For ſuch Mat- 
ters moſt Chriſtians agree in, and tho* they 
may have ſome private Opinions of their own, 
this ought not to divide Communions, while 
they do not impoſe them upon the Faith of 
others, nor introduce any new and firange 
* Worſhip into the Chriſtian Church. 

As to the Law given br Moſes to the Jews, and 
the Moral Law implanted in the Hearts of Mar: 
Hud, they are both Rules of God's E/tablifhment + 
And tho private Judgment had not Authority to 
an them, yet it was to be us'd in the appti- 
cation of them: And tho' it right be miſtaken, 
and apply thein wroy, yet chat could not 115 

the 
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Chap, I, the Obligation of them, or jnſtiſie either Corah s 


Pap: 11. 


pag. 11. 


pat. 13. 


deg. 14 


Rebellion againſt the Ore, or Epicurus's, Ariſto. 
phanes, or Vanmw's Violation of the Other, not 
withſtanding we ſhould grant, that each of then; 
did actually follow the preſent Dictates of their 
own Conſciencet or Judgment: For theſe it muſt 
be acknowledg d by all, are ſometimes culpa 
blinded So that Virtue and Vice, Obedience and 
Rebellion will ſtill carry their contrary Obligations, 
whatever Mens Opinion are concerning them 
and what may ſeem to juſtifie a Man's Condutt to 
Him ſelf, will not always excuſe him to his Makes. 
which is a common Miſtalæ with our Author. 
The next Argument, That this Power of pri- 
vate judgment would muitiply Reæhgious in the 
World, admits of the ſame Anſwer as his ſecond, 
Page zoth, That the Church's Unity would be d. 
ſtroyed by it: It is indeed the very ſame, but it 
might poſſibly be thought ſerviceable to!“ 
Cauſe, by its having only an appearance of au 
Addition to his Number. 
That Human Lars would be in danger from th:« 
Aypoth?fs does not follow, becauſe the Divi: 
74, which is the Rule of Private Fudgment, is the 
Guardian of them, and has put a Canction upon 
them winch obliges the Conſcrence to Obedience, 
far as tis fit and reafonable it ſhould, and as Gd 
Lass do allow ; So that we cannot violate the, 
without breaking our Rule, which is originally cu a 
And as for the ſecurity of the Religion of «1/j 
Country, or the Church as by Law Ef abliſhed, ther- 
can no more of this ſuffer by the juſt Authority 
of Private Judgment, than what appears to be 
contrary to the Powers granted it by the origin 
Charter of $criptare : Nay, even this Bram) and 
Nin pation may pothbly remain as to the Public 
notwithſtauding, ſince Private Judgment has no 


further Juriſdiction than over the /e Ferſont in 


whom 
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whom it is ſeated. And that conſideration me- Chap, i: 


thinks may obviate all the fearful Apprenenſions 
of admitting it. ſince the Public“ Judges may 
ſtiil remain Tyrants and Uſurpers, and find Slaves 
enow to keep up their Domnton, 


Neither daes it follow frora hence, that al En: pag. 145 * 


Jeauonrs and Fingagemenits amo; Mey to propagate 
the Gejpel, or reform Mankind, muſt be miſchievous 
Dene, or ainpious Cabals;, unleſs the attempting 
to inſtruct the Ignorant. to undeceive the Erro- 
neous, aud to convert the Vicious, by turnin 
mem out of the road to Hell, and leading them 
into the way to Happineſs, can be reckoned ſucb. 
For t6 repeat again, what I have already incul- 
cated, the Opinions of Men are not the Standay4 
of Huth, but only the Guida ol their Ade; ant 
we are as much accountable to God tor the Rec- 
tnde of our Thoughts as of our Manxers, It is not 
therefore indifferent to Men what they ſincerely 
believe, ot a Differvice to thera to put their Judg- 
ments right, when they are miſtaken, anl. 
here were no difference in the nature of Things, and 
God would have no regard to our acting accor- 
uingly. 

And this conſideration invalidates the force of 


his next Objection, that the Chriſtian Miuiſtry and pag 14. 


Prieftbood would upon this battom be n/-1:/5 and 
wozceſſary, which it can never be, not to mention 
the ather Parts of their Office, as long as there is 
need of Iuſtruction to preſerve Men from o- 
ace, and Ignorance when Infiruction ina be 


nad, is a damnable Sin. And bow furious an In- pz. 17; 


couliſtency ſoever he would have it, to Pre 
infants in Baptiſm to our Belief without their 
Indgment, or for Others to he Sureties for thert; 


the Argument, if granted, deſtroys nothing but 


the Expedievcy.of that Sacrament, but proves little 
"aint the hug. For the Privitgges of that Ord: 
| C mance 


. 18. 
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Chap. I. nance are only conditional, and the Baptized Per- 
fon when he comes to his Judgment, does etther 


vacate or confirm his Oi ation. | 

There is as little Reafon in the Tollowiftig Con 
cluſion he wonld draw, that Ignorance would up- 
an this Hypotheſis be more valuable than Know- 
ledge, as putting us under an Obligation to a / 
Amumber of Duties. But as the Extent of our 
Knowledge does enlarge our Capacitzes to perform 
the Duties conſequent upon it, the difficulties o. 
a lefs Work may hear the ſame Proportion to fhal- 
tower Cupacit ies, as thoſe of a larger do to ſuch as 
ate more extended. But however, were it other- 
wiſe, our great Maſter has promifed to make ous 


' Cot. 15/Reyard anſweruble to our Work, and that no: 


of. our Labour ſh. be in bain in the Lord. And 
though Jerorance which is invincble joyned with 
a Prafice afwerable to ſuch Anowleage as is o. 


_ tamed under one Difpenfation, may ftand a Man 


in equal ſtead with more Knowledge, and more Fra- 
tice under another; vet to fly wilfully from Cen- 
vict ion ind the evidences of T:uth, when offerec 
or attai able, either to Deſerts amone Brutes, whe- 
ther our Author 1s inclinable to go, or to an“ 
ot her Refuge ſo eſcape the Light, and the Obligat: 
ens ariſing from it, is indeed à method to avid 
AKuomlodee, but nut to get rid of Gut; and t. 
Mean whole Judgment ſhould determine him out 
wife, would be anſwerable to God for the aby;- 
of it. | | | 

As to the Objection, that the allowing the Au. 
thority of Privat» Judgment would put all E-- 
katons apo a bel, aud make the Goſpel ĩt felf A 
obiigatory © It follows only upon the gener 
miſtake o Private Judgment's having no Rub c 
winch it ought to conform, which is not by 12: 
contended for. But however, I think it does 
unavoidably follow, as abſurd as ever it is, (ro: 
maki v,, 


rr 3 


making Publick Judgment the Rule of Private , for Chap. J. 
this obliges every particular Perfan in every par- 
ticular Nation to conform to the Publick Religion 
of it, and that is certain!) putting them all, it 
not in themſelves, as to the Private P:rſons hew- 
ever, much upon the level; for the Private Per- 
fons are not to judge of the #vidences of the ſeve- 
val Religions under ſuch Obligations, but only of 
the Determinutious of their own, 

The common Diſtinction therefore for bot} is. 
that both Publicl and Private judgment are left 
at Liberty as to their Choice of every Religion, 
they are to judge the beſt they can of them al; 
2nd yet they are not under the ſame, or au equal 
Ob igation to the Pelzef of them all. This can 
2riſe only from the Euidences of each, and accor- 
dingly as they are dh or wdnly confidered and 
weighed, accordingly is the Judgment and De- 
termination commendable or culp ablæ thereupon. So 
that though a Man may poſſibly through God's 
Mercy be ſaved by his ſincetity in a falſe Keli- 
gion, into the Belief of which he has been igua- 
rantly deluded ; it does not however follow, that 
he was not to blame for rejecting ihe true one, 
neither did his making Choice ot the One, awn;l 
is real Obligatzons to the Other, and God alone to 
whom he is accountable, is to pudge him for Beth. 

As to the odd Notion: he has conceived of a Fu. pag, 24, 
ture State of Bliſs, if Men of all Religious ſhould 
meet in Heaven, and be rewarded for following 
the Dictates of their different Private Judgments 
pon Earth; I take even the opinion of the Purks 
themſelves, how extravagant ſoever adjudged by 
him, that ſome of every Sed ſoall meet and go to p. 
Heavey together under the CorduT of their proper 
Leaders, to be leſs ridiculous then He own, that 
it ſhould he neceſſary for Men to be alike in al 
RejpeRts, and agree in every particular Sentiment 

C 2 "iP 
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Chap. J. 


pag. 7 95 


pag. 26. 
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here, in order to meet one another in Happineſ+ 
hereafter, It may be ſufficient, that they had an 
agreement with «ach other in Sincerity, and in 
the great Lines of Religion, though by reaſon of 
other Circumſtances, an Obſtacles inſurmounta- 
ble, they could not all arrive at the ſame appre- 
hentions of every individual Huth And the Com: 
pliment he makes the Devil upon this occaſion, I 
cannot forbear taking notice of as very extraor- 
dinary; that upon the ſame Principle, that Men 
may be !aved by acting with ſincerity, and 
agreeably to their own Private Judgments, that 
wfernal Spirit may juſtly expect to be re-mfated 
in Haypieſs, fince he fell from it only through 
Spiritual Iyfirmity, and the want of Knowledge, but 
not throvgh any I»fmcerity or Hypocriſy, or any 
ſuch wexcnſable Pr ivciple ; An Apoleey this the 
bej?, T believe, that was ever made fer him; bur 
tis ſo void of Truth, that no one ſure but the Fa- 
ther of Lies will thank him for it. But as to the 
ſtrength of the Argument it G,, it can conclude 
nothing againſt us, unleſs the Pravaty Judgments oi 
Men could not be ph ted by ſome or other viti- 
ous Motives, or a culpable Negligence, which may 
he juſtly proriſÞable with the forfeiture of Happmeſs. 
The Aniwer to what 1s next objected, that all 
Diſfin@on between Good and Evil is taken away by 
this Hypotheſis, has been too often mentioned to 
be repeated ; and the very Choice which Private 
Judgment makes of a Religion, ſuppoſes it to be 
o Rule it ſelf , nor the Standard of Truth, but 
only the Drredor of what is apprehended to be fo, 
in the application of which Men are many times 
mifaken, and ſometimes very Hamefully fo, as in 
the cale of At hein, which has no tolerably rati- 
onal Foundation to ſupport it, though it be pro 


duced by our Author in his following Objection, 


23 making a very good Plea: for it ſelf upon the 
n .. : Claims 
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Chims of Private Judgment; but this can ne- Chap. I. 


ver protect it againſt thoſe neceſſat and palpa- 
ble Obligations, which Men in all Circtmfances 
lie under to believe otherwiſe. But how cones 
dur Author not to perceive how mich ffroger 
this Obfection of the diſtinction between Good and & vil 
heine taken away, follows from his own ouppoſition, 
that Pnblick Judgment muſt determine what is 
inch, than by leaving Private Verfons to their 
own Conceptions about it? Private Jude ment 
may indeed mſtałe che one for the other, but 
that does not deſtroy the Diſfinctio, between 
nem; but granting tblick Judgment the Autho- 
rity he pleads for, it effectually takes away their 
allen Fife, and the Stamp of Authority, 
_ ſypphes the place of the Natw: of Things. 

The lat Abſurdity our Author infers from the 


167 or Frivate nc gment is, the Daſtructi on Flas. 20. 


it helf, and the End it aims at; and it it does fo, 
| am content to let it ſuffer, but it cannot bs 
much from this Argument, for ther: can be u 
Church Tyranny aver thoſe whole Private [:dg- 
nents give their confent to it. There bay be 
ne Prepudices of Educaticn winch may involve 
en in Error, and if not ſhaken off, perhaps in 
*fifery; but this does only bya/s, not d this 
i .borty of Fudgivg. 


Thus I have run through all the Gogerous aud pe. 


ſurd Conſequences which ths Author has dedu- 
d in this Chapter, from wiat he miftakee to be 
the claim of Private Tudgment, or that abſolute Ic. 
er of it, whach neither He nor J are willing to give 
if, But there is not fo much as ce of them can 
tolow from its jut and va Authority, which it 
enpit by na means to be «iveſted of, and which 
var Author propoſes more accurately to handle 
as to its Limite and Extent in his ſecond Chapter; 
and therefore, I the more willingly proceed to 

2 OM examin⸗ 
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Thap. I. examine it. For notwithſtanding our Diſagree: 


fag. 31. 


dag. 3 2. 


Ee. 33 


ment in the way hitherto, I am not againſt joyn- 
ing with his Concluſion in the end, that Private 
ndgrgent is not the ſole Rule in matters of Religicy: 
But I take the Liberty to leave out the Word 
Guide, which he makes Syrommour with Rut 
becauſe I apprehend. that the Ru? of Men's AG:- 
ons is me thin, and the Guide of them anoth-;, 
And ous Author leaps a little ton far at once, 
by proceeding in his ſecond Chapter from 2 Sup- 
poſition, that he had already proved Private 
udgment neither the ſol? Rule, nor Guide in Reli. 
gion, when actually he has proved but one, and 
that too which did Fat, or nat at all, want his 
Demonſtrations. And therefore | muſt fill d. 
his Aſfertion, which has not yet in the leaſt ber: 
made out, vis. That no Man 7s to Fudge for him 
ſelf, what he is to Believe aud Practice. 


CHAP. Il. 


T i with ſome Satisfaction that J find ow: 
Author, in the Entrance of his ſecond Chap 
ter, acknowledging Frivate Judement to be in 


* 


ſome Senſe a Rule, and in ſome Senſe a Guide; ſince 


all the Preachers of Religion make appeals to tic 
Judgments and Conſciences of Men, whach !“ 
would be Nonſence to do, if they bad not ſome 
ſort of Judgment allowed them. And his 
Thoughts concerning Education in general, whe- 
ther it he in favour of Truth or Error, 1 do noi 
mach diſapprove, but muſt acknowledge it a 
great By: upon Private Judgment, and may be 
called Propudice when it leads us contrary to 
Truth; and 'tis generally very hardly ſhaken 
oft, and ſometimes it proves too ſtrong for 
Truth, and by being put into Poſſeſſion of the 

Judgment 


(15) 
arc keeps it, nutwithſtanding all the Chap. II. 

orce that better Reaſon and Argument produce 

to the contrary. But {till tis Private Fudgment 

that enfdes and governs the Man, and he does 

not follow the Rule of his Education, becauſe tis 

his Education, but becauſe he miſappreherdi it to 

he Right, Till the Judgment comes to exert it 

ſelf, and to be in a capacity of performing its | 
proper Office, there 15 no ſuch thing as Se,. Go. | 
vernment, or the Application of any Rial? to our 
Actions: We are in the power of Others, and fo | 
not anfwerable for them, no more than an 1:07 
Mad. man would be who has not Senſe to direct 

him. So that Education is a Rule that is given 

and propoſed to us by Others, who judge this or 

that Beliet and Practice beſt for us to he po- 
verned by: But tis an AR of our own Judgment 

that accepts it as ſuch, and cauſes us to follow 

. And though we fhonld be miſtaken in the 

choice we make, yet fill 'tis our Judgment, and 

ve muſt be governed by that 4pplicatton of our 

Rule, though it be a falſe Oue, till by ſome grea- 

+ frongth of Reaſon and Light we difcorer a bet. 

ter, and become ſenſible of our Error. 

And for this reaton a Fh. who has been 
brought up in the Darkueſs of Heatheniſm, and 
never heard of the Goſpel Revelation, does for 
want of greater Light make Choice of the Ruler 
hat have been taught bim, and he muſt continue 

| ro practice them, till either better Ræaſon, or clrarer 

ler hela iom, inſtruct him otherwiſe. But what our 
author means by a Fagas''s turning Chrftian upon . 30. 

iuciples purely Pagan, I cannot underſtaud; it 


| e means that Reaſon or the Commition of Judg- 

wt 18 2 Pagan Principle, he is under a miſtake , 

| lor Reaſon is a Principle of HFumauity, and tliat is \ 
common to Chriſitanity, as well as to Pagani/m; or 

ow a Pagan can become a Chriſtian at the 5ſt 


Learig 


Chap, il 


Fag. 
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Bearing of the Name, without apprehending either 
the meaning of it, or the Foundation upon which 
it is grounded, I do not well conceive; the re. 

ſon why ſuch a one muſt continue a Pagay, til! 
he has heard of and underſtands Chriftianity, ++ 
very plain, becauſe as yet he knows u better“ 
bgion ; But when he does, and has been inflract-y 
in the Truths of Chriſtianity, his own Judgment, 
aud his Reaſon, how. Pagan focver, obliges hin; 
to forſake the Ore, and embrace the Other; aud 
thus tis manifeftly his own Private Judgnicut thi: 
directs and determines him in Both. 

But fays our Author, If Private Fudzment wor, 
to proceed wholly upon Private Reaſons in the Chee: 
of a ule, it might plead 15 Profit, Hund us 
&c. as Private Reaſons for ſnch a Choice, This 
the fit ſt tigic Lever heard tl Confideraitons cn 

I:d Reaſons, and I can entertain but a very mea! 
Opinion gt ſuch Private Judgments as thin 
theut ſo: And therefore, though Men's Actions 
may be niuch intivenced by ſuch Motaves, 25 
that many times even cantrary to their on Jud 
ments, yet theſe are bat mean ſorts of Reaſur ir 
Religious Matters to ground them upon, and 
cannot at all fy them when they do. 

Far waving all theſe Foreign Diſputes abou! 
the Preference of one Rule to anot her, 1 will a 
company our Author to the ain Foint in debate 
and will take it for granted with hun, that B. 
vate Fudgment ought to be regulated by fon: 
Standard or Rule, and that Chriftianity, or th 
Truths of the Goſpel are this Rule : And we at 
now to conſider diſtinctly the Bounds and Lime. 
ol its Authority, in which I jn with him in a 
he particulars. he allows it, but am of the dir 
contra) ( iniom in every Inſtance he rain it, 
f will take ſome notice even of the particular: 
We agree 401. | 


= 
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And the firſt of theſe is, that all the nora! Ent Chap. it; 
of Chriſtiauity, which is certainly the mf H fu 5g. 35. 
and neceſſary part. of it, mes under the Cogni- 
zance and Authority of Private Fudgmenti, ſuch 
3s Temperance, Fuſtice, Charity, and what relates 
to the Governmeat of -a Man's (elf, Now this 
maft be granted to be a very weighty Province © | 
has aſſigned it, and what ſeems to be af a much | 
greater Importance than the power he is mrvil- | 
ling to inveſt it with; the determining what Cpi- | 
mos a Man miſt entertain; Is it not of greater 
conſequence tor Men to be ter right in their Morals, 
which conceen ober Perſons, and may affect the 
ret of Mankind, than to be directed only in this 
or that particular Opinion, which is thought ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould entertain, when 4 contrary 
perſwaſion would affect only the fagle Perſons 
that embraced it, and have uo ill influence upon So- 
ciety ? I find this following Paragraph in a Vin. 
| acation of an Avjwer to ſome Papers which were 
eucouraged to appear in Publick in a late Reign, 
uon a Subject not very different from what our 
Huthor, with what Deu I know not, has been 
c pleaſed to fart again, by offering ſome old At- 
guments new-drely'd up is this I will take the 
rains to tranſcribe it for his R-f:87on, that bis 
may fee how near bis Thoughts, and the Writers 
of axother Church, who are no good Friends to 
gur own, do agree | 
There is no Queſtion, bat there are as dif- A 
* putable points in Morality, as in matters of An. 189. 
Faith; and we think Mens committing Sen,“ 5” 
© is at leaſt as dangerous to their Souls, as em- 
* bracing what they call Hereſy. Now I deſire 
to know, why it is not as neceſſaty to have an 
' infallible Guide in AMarers, as in Faity © But 
ik they think, that Men may be let alone to 
judge as vell as they can in ſuch matters as 
L their 


ep. M. 


© ſame Liberty in matters of 
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(89. 
A tkie ir galvaſion certaipty depends upon; what 
motiſtrous Inconventence is it, if they uſe the 
gpecniation ? 1 
 woult he had given ſome better anfwer, that 1 
might have had an occaſion to have inforced 
this mütter. For in truth it ſeems tb me e 
very ſtran thing, when I read in the . 


4 Teftamet ſuch terrible Denunciat ions again 


the practice of Sin, and that Mens Happine ia 
* or. Miſery depends fo much on their doing 
Good or Zul, and ſo very little faid as to 
Mens Errors or Ali nes of Judgment, (where 
there is a general ſincerity as to a good Life. 
and a care to pleaſe God ʒ) thut ſo much weigh! 
* ſhould be laid on an iafalkible Fudge in matter" 
of Contraverſy, and no care taken tor an infa 

©; ble Guide in matters of Prattice. 51 
Ant Jam to conſid er, that it tends more 
the Interelt of ſome Feople to ſwagger about an 
*- fallihlo Faith, than to ſecure the practice of 
Virtue aud u good Life, winch yet is certainly 
the great deſign and concernment of the Chri- 
Nian Keligion, however it may ſeem to. ſome. 
that an infallible Faith aud Church ae all im al“. 
The next par ticuler Province our Awthor 
athens: to the Authoriry of: Private Judguent is 
the Application of the Chriſtian Rat? to our PV 
Gece : If he had ſaid Belief too, I ſhould: think 
a fair Conceſlion, and comprehenfive enough to 
take in its whole Furr/diGron, for tis already ſup 
poſed, that it has made choice of its Rule, and 
tha” rightly: too, the'Chriftian one, otherwiſe iu 
deed there could: be no room tor its Application, 
and I cannot. ſee what it need further Claim 
than the liberty of applying it both as to what 
is to be Helieved, and what is to be Praſtiſed, 
bath mbich are comprehended in its Rule, And 
this our Author in his next obfcure- * aph 
oo tems 


&.. 


on i -@: 


1 
ſeems to grant it, by mendiening a ſpeculatiut (ap 
Application as t9 Artichs of Fe, as well as 2 ,,, .. 
radical One, as to the Regulation of Mamers. * 
Il this be the meaning of aur Author's Copceſli- 
on, which will nat tog poſitively build upom, 
unleſs it had been more dlearly cxprefled, it de- 
Hreys at once all his following Limitations, That 
Private Judgmeut can neither huge its owt Church. Pie. 35. 
nor explain &cripture, nor ſuperſede the Dices of 
the Church. But it it has taken Chriſlianiy for its 
Rule, which we have ſuppoſed, how can it apply 
this Rula without judging what particular Church 
i: oft cunfor mahl to the Laws of the Toffel, the 
original Pattern and Model of all, and t chog- 
ing to be of it? And how can it judge of the 
Dodrmes of that Church in bringing them to the 
Standard of, òcigture, but by firſt putting for 
S-ſe upon thoſp places with which it compares 
them? And how can it but reed ſuch Couch 
/Jeerges as are plainly aonptine with them? And 
all this I thank-very juſtiy trom the Cant em than 
'5 pranted it, of applying. the Rulz of Co Hiamty, 
wing our Kuthor ſeems to acknowledge is the 
Fvipture, to it felt. 1 1 
The laſt brauch of the power of Frivate Judg- 
ment, Which our Author is willing to grant it is, 
the carrectig and [uperfeding Human Laws, which 35. 
indeed in many places that aftect the Confermme 
is obligad to do: But it ſeems a little ſtrange, 
that it hould be allowed d Juriſdiction, ſupen hu 
to Human Laws in points of Government, where 
ere is an uimate Judginert aligned, aud no 
£Zppeals from it; and that it ſhould be denyed 
the Privileges aud Authority of a Gude in mat- 
ters of Relizzon and points of Faith, of which there 
is 10 magi/itrial Judge appoiuted, end which there · 
tore maſt be left to the Cognizance of Gad ahne, 
#10 in a future State * take an Account 155 
s 2 nat 5 


hf a _ - — — 
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Chap. Il. w hat uſe wh have made of all our Faculties both 


pag. 40. 


v1» Body and Mind, und reward of puniſn us ac. 


cordingly. bak | 
After theſe general Grants which our Author 


allow to the Joriſdiction of Private Judg - 


ment, he cloſes the whole with three ſhort Dire. 
01:5, to guide it in ite Operations, and to mah 
x ſenſible when it acts within ot ont of its Pro- 


Vince. * ' 


- The firſt is in matters which we are ſure are 
in themſelves indifferent, concerning which me 


tinuks tis not very material whether we julge 
no. And he js very much miſtaken when h. 


pg. 41. ſays, that theſe things have create d more Stri/- 


am Contention in the Chrifftian World, than am vn 
Article of Faith that ever was debated; for t. 
plain, that the Perfons en both ſides the gueſtior 
could not be of this Opinion, for had the thinz+ 
been thought ſo indifferent by beth, there wou 
have been no Diſpute between them. But the S. 
and Contortion that has ariſen upon this occaſion. 
has been about the Nature of what things are i. 
dißßſerent aud what ot; and to prevent the impo- 
ſition of things that are not under the Colour - 
though they were And ſuch an Enquiry may be 
of that Anpurtauct as to call for a ſe ioum Debat 

and was once a Subject thaught worthy of 11+ 
Conſultation of the Apoftles themſelves ; the reſul 


Akt: 5.5, of which Was, Abt tn put a Joke nou the eck Of 


- 
— 
* 


Gal. 6. 8. 


pag. 40. 


the Diſeigles, which neither their Fathers, unt then 


felves were able to bear, meaning it of Circumciſio. 


which was a thing then nbd'gerert, and avail: 
not hig. E237 004+ 01) | 

His ſecond Rule is of more importance, and 
gives leave to private Fudamert to davrmine [acl 
things for which we are only accomtabl; to Gd, 
which I conceive takes in moſt of the i*ward Prin 
ciples of Religion, and Mens private T 3 


(#1 
ani} Conceptions of God and his Providence. 
For as to thoſe Profeffors of Faith which the Pub- 
lick may require trom us, they ſeem to be only 
luch Declarations as are neceſſary for the Church's 
formation, that we have a Right to the Privilege 
and Benefits of thoſe outward Ordinances in Religi- 

en, which the Author of it has inſlituted, and given 

the Church a power of adminiſfrim to every Member 

of it: But though the Church be entruſted with 

this Authority, The is not either Unaccomntable or | 
Bifollible as to the exerciſe of it; the Publick is in- | 
deed to judge and ſettle what Articles of Belief 

and Terms of Communios: it thinks reaſonable to 
require of all its Members, and yet every parti- 

culur Perſon muſt judge likewiſe of the Truth of 

thoſe Articles. and of the lamfulxeſt of thoſe Term: 

before he complies with them. 

The third and jJaſt Direction he gives for the i 
conduct of Private Judgment is, to keep to things de 4% 
depending upon the variablereſs of our Lives and 
Fortunes, which ie truly one part of its proper 
Province, as it concerns the ri part of dur 
Onty; which from various Cittumſtances may 
require a different Conduct, of which Private 
Fudgment alone can be the Dire#or, as being the 
moſt proper Judge of nur Condition in every 
reſpective State. | 

I now come to the three great Limitaitons which 
ur Author has fixed upon Private Fudgment, and 
the Reaſous upon which he eſtabliſhes them: : In 
beſe I think his main Errors confiſt, and therefore 
Wall the more particularly examine them. And 
Firſt, | 

I. Private Fudgment, he ſays, comot, he means 
only ought vot, by its own Authority to deter mine a bag 
May in the Choice of bis Nelgicu; or in other” 
Terms, that „o Man 13 to pudge for bemſelf, and by 
5 dis own Reaſon, only, what Church be will be of, 

1 750 5 Now 


Chap. IL 


32 ) 


Clap. II, No this, I muſt jay, upon the bare reading 


pag. 42 


af At, appears à Very Mocling Propoſition, tut be 
cauſe ſom things, that ſound Paradoxical may i 
2 purticular Senſe be trus; I. will not be diſcau!- 
raged from conſidering the ffrength of thoſe Re 

m he grounds it upon. The firſt is, | 
1, That Private Alen, all of them at leaſt, are 
not qualify:d ior ſuch a Fudgment, lor want 94 
being acquauited with, and thoroughly under 
* e ali the E uidencei of every Religion, 
which he ſuppoſes necellary for it. Now grant 
ig it to be fo, that ſome Private Men are not 
Capable of judging of el the Points in every Religi- 
on, or of ſome particuls; Parts of their own ; dos 
it ollow trom hence, that therefore they 1nuit 
nat 3udge tor themlel ves at af, either as to the 
Truth of fach Religions as they do Þtow the 
Evidences cf, or in fuch particulars of their Nut 
as hey car widesflayd ? Or how would the Chur 
Jud ging for them better their Knowledge in Uu. 
reſpect? But great Learning is dot effential is ; 
Food Coritian, and à Man may judge right 0 
fore Truths without having an actual Knowledge 

ot 34. * 5 r 
However, I muſt obſerve here, that this A 
gument does not wholly deftroy the thing it ſel, 
the Authority of Private Judgment, but does 
only bmit the eaerciſs of it to ſuch Pei ſons alone 
who have a competent Knowledge and ſufficiant 
Abilities to form a rational judęment; for tho" 
ſome Private Men may be thus qualifyed, I pre- 
ſume is not to be gueſtioned. And as for ſuch. 
Perſons whole xænowledge may be 4. Exteuſcte, 
and not ſo well able ta make laborious Searches 
and laimed Inguiſitions after Truth, and fo untit 
to de made Goverrours in Religion, or Teachers 
and Inſtructors of Others : Let fure they may 
generally have underſtanding enough to Famer, 
Wit 


< I 2 * 


hend plain and evident Truths when d iſtoveted 
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t» them, and laid before them, and fo let their 
Judgments yield to reaſonable Convictiou, md 
make their Prad ice conformal» to what they du 
know ; and ſuch common underſtandings wilt 
ſeldom fail to difeover, when they are 7 
dy ſincerity, what 1s y7oſly erroneous in Religion, 
nd God's Mercy will make allowances for their 
l-fler failimgs, and their more innocent, becauſe 
not wilful Miftakes. But to this it is replyed in 
the ſecond place. 


2. That the want of one Article ſpoils the Chri- pas- 42. 
Jian, if it be a furdamental One. Poiſibly our 


Anthor may think more Articles fimdamental Ones 
tan really there are, as the pet Supyermacy and 
Intallibility we know in ſome Coumtries are decla. 
% to be fo: And yet I conceive, the want of 
Faith to believe ſuch Articles, will never endan- 
der the Kalvation of any good uiſtian; neitliet 
car it be neceſſary, that all Chritians ſhould 
aer the ſame Extent of Knowledge, unleſs God 
d giren them all the ſume Capacities, and the 
ſame Opportunities of improving them. And 


the Scripture tells us, that unto whomſoever much is Luk. 12 


ven, f him fhall bs much required So that ſach 4*- 
! caths as may he /irffcient for cue Man io know 
n Religion, may be leſs Arowledge than God may 
accept of in another, who is in a Capacity to un- 
erſtand more. And though all Behevers muſt 
agree in their g/ Pranciple, and build upou ti 
me Foundation, the acknowledgment of onr 
eue Feſus Chriſt, as ſent from God for the 
Jelvation of Manlind, yet every one is to improve 
his Knowledge in himſelf, as to the further Far- 
ficulars it compreliends in it, according as his own 
Keaton, and the Light of Scripture, and the op- 
octunities he has of cultivating the One, nd 
Rtudying the Offier, will permit. And this ot 

Court 


* 


bag. 43. 
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Chap. I. courſe muſt be in different Degrees, becauſe Mens 


Talents and Circumſtances. are different... . 
It is not therefore neceſſary for Men to agree 
in the Extent of their Knowledge, or in the voy 


ſame Conceptions of very material Truths of Chi 


ſtianit y ; hay, it is not abſolntely neceſſary in 
order to joyn in this or that 1 Church, 
that every ones Thoughts ſhould be juſt the ſa: 
as to every individual Article of it. To inſtance 
in one Article of the Apoſtles Creed, which a! 
Chriſtians acknowledge to be trne, and which our 
Author will ſay is a neceſſary part of Chriſtian 

TY, that Feſus Chriſt deſcended into Hell, Now 
uppolſe three ſincere Perſons entertain differe: 
Conceptions of this Article, one underſtandin; 
the Word Hel for that place of Torment where t. 
Devil and his Agel, are confined, another takin- 
it to ſignify the Receptacle of departed Souls, aud 
2 third looking upon it only as another Expreſ/:- 
en for the Grabe; I would ask our Author whe- 
ther he would exclude any two of theſe Perſons. 
ſince they cannot all three be in the Right, fro: 
the common Name and Privileges of Chriſtiane. 
or even from the Communion, or Member- 
ſhip of the Church of Exgland? I ſhould thin 
that pee am their diſagreement of Jud;- 
ment in this particular, they would all have a ju. 
Claim to the Benefits and Advantages of b 
but however, that their miſunderſtanding thi: 


one Article, would not quite ſpoil the Chriſtian, :.3 
our Author imagines. Vt | 

}. A third Reaſon this Writer brings to ef. 
bliſh his firſt Propoſition upon, is, that an ord 
nary iterate Chriſtian would be obliged to give 
bis Faith to a learned Heat hen, if his own Juden. 
mit guide him in his Religion; 1 hope this do 
by no means follow, it cannot indeed un“ 
there were more Reſon for Heathenſm than the: 


7 
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and ſure no Chriſtian of any tolerable Diſcretion 
would fo eafily part with his Faith and Hope ag 
to quit both, upon the firſt hearing of every - 
phiftrcal Argument that is urged againſt them: 
Methinks common Suſe may direct him fo call in 
the alliltance of his Si itua! Guide, arid to conſult 
his better Judgment, and oppole the others with 
it, and fo hearken to both jides before he finally 
determines ſumſelf: But I obſerve, that as at 
6ſt our Author repreſents Pivate Fudgment as 
wholly: wygnualify:d for this Office of a Fudge, fo 
nere in this Argument he will needs bave it a 
very partial One, and make it give Fudgmont with- 
2ut exanmmang, the Mer:ts of the Canſe, and with- 
out hearing on both fides what the proper Ad vo- 
cates may have to defend it; and whatever 
Courts of fudicature proceed at this Kate, inuſt 
he equally ſubiect to Error. But private Judg- 
ment is not obliged to this Proceedure, and con- 
ſequently may find greater R:afon to adhere to 
the plain Truths of the Goſpel, by conſulting 
ihofe who are better able to defend it, and from 
ihe clear Evidence of undoubted matters of Fact, 
man what any learned Heathen can produce to 
erſwade to the CONtr ary. 

And docs not Ecctefiaſtical Hiſtory inform us. 
Mat my plain ordmary Chriſi aus, merely by 
th: ſtrength of Truth, and the Evidence of well- 
atteſted Facts, proved too bard in Dupute toy the 
1:0ft ſubtle and acuteſt Philo/ouphbers in the firſt 


Ages of Chriſtianity, and inſtead of bring torcect 


50 yield up their Faith to them. cvinded tm 
„their learned Errors, and brough! them over to 
the beliet of the Goſpel Revelation and the ſame 
arms chat prevailed ro efablih Chinſtiaruty, 1 
Profurne may be thouphc lufficient to defend it. 
tis ured further in * next place. 


is for Chriſtianity, which I cannot yet allow of; Chap. II. 


6 

Chap Il. 4. That the calling in to our Aſſiſtance the tea- 
fon of others in our ſearch after Truth, and in the 
dat · 44. determining our Choice of it, is not going by our 
own Fudgments, but by theirs whole Information 
we receive; but how this can be produced with 
the face of an Argument, to limit Private Judg- 
ment in this part of its Province, by one who in 
the very fame Paragraph acknowlepes, that to 
"Worm our Fudements, is not to deſtroy their Ant ho 
12ty, F carmot imagine: Or how it is cent with 
our Anthor's own Notion of it expreſſed in aue 
ther part of his Book, I muſt leave to himſelf t. 
conſider; where having ſpoken of the giving uz; 
our Private Fudgments to the DDecifions of the I 
lick, he adds, and to ſay, when we think witl: 
Ne. 14% © the Publick, our Thoughts are none of our ox. 
is Nonſenſe. For by the very lame Argument, 
when we borrow our Thoughts or any part 
our Knowledge from Books, or from Converla- 
tion, theſe, though never ſu inſttucting and uſc- 
ful, may be called none of our own too, and by 
this Argument made perſectly ufeleſs and inc: 

* pable of doing us any god. 

By whatever methods then Men acquire Know: 
ledge is not material, it becomes their aun whe: 
once attained, and 'tis an act of their own Jud 
ext that ailents to the Truth of this or that Re 
gion, whoſyever are the Per/ons that ſhew ther: 
the Reaſons why they ſhould do fo, and are the 
means or inftruments of their Conviction; aud 
Wis fo far from being culpa le to ſeek to others for 
Information in this matter, upon this Princip“ 
that tis manifeſtly the Duty of every Priva 
Judgment to do fo, and not raſhly determin 
without it, 

5. Our Avthor's fifth Reaſon concerning tlie 
Pete. 44 [ottizment of the Church at firſt by Miracles, anc 
the Authority it was inveſted wich therenpon, 

| fore, 


i | 
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oreign to the queſtion, and does more properly Chap. L. 
belong to his third Limitation about 3 * 
of the Church, where it will receive its anſwer 
with the reſt ; only 1 will obſerve at prefent, 
that the Miracles by which God at firſt eſtabliſhed 
the Church, were an appeal to Private Fudgment , 
without the Conviction of which there could have 
been no Eſtabliſhment, and when there was, it could 
not be with a deſign wholly to d ey it. 

6. As to what 18 ſaid, That :t every Man were 
o direct himſelf in the choice of his own; Church, 242. 44- 
then no more of that Church could be ſaid to be | 
his, than what he comprehended : | fee no ill con- 
ſequence would follow in granting it to be true, 
ſince though he does not comprehend the wh. 
#xtent of all its Doctrines, and every particular 
Branch of every Article the Church acknowleges, 
vet he may underſtand ſuſtciemt o make him 2 
Member of it; and to fay, as our Author does, 
that there ic not one Church in Chriſtendom hat any 
one Member that throughly undes fands it, is to ſay, 
that there it no Church in Chriſtendom wnderflands it 
/elf, and its own Efablifoments. And Of it neither 
Publick nor Private ſudgment be ſufficient to torm 
an entire Church, we are lett but in a bad State as 
fo Religion, and muſt entertain yore it feems for 
want of comprehenduig it al,; which indeed is 
made a dire ference from his next following 
Neaſon, page 45. But this Centure falls equally 
on both fides our diſpute, and when our Author 
undertakes to make good th- defect on the 0 


fide, T promiſe him to anſwer for the ch. 


7. But tie (aid further, the Church is a Society, par 4 
aud Private Men cannot join with it without im. 
plicit Faith, unleſs they know a!! its Laws and Or- 
ders, and unleſs they approve of them, they mult 
not conform, and if Men are to chuſe their Socie- 

iy, both theſe Evils may happen; but both, how 

| _— E 2 eaſy 
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Chap. TLealy ſoever they may happen, may be rooided 


notwithſtanding. For the Laws and Orders of the 
Church are not fo hard to be known, but a Private 
Capacity may arrive at the knowledge of then 
and that our Author bim{:!f thinks ſo, I will ven- 
ture to prove from his own Words in this follow- 
ing Paragraph, page 150. In the mean time, 
© all the Doctrines, Articles, Canons, and Diſc:- 
© pline of our Church, in ſhort, al! things that are 
required as Tu of Commumion, are fully and 
freely communicated and publiſhed ; nothing 
© is kept in reſerve, but every the meaueſt MHembey 
* fees, and reads, and may conſider what he ig 
to believe, to acknowledge, and to practice, in 
order to joyn himſelf to the Church of Evgland . 
* he has all and every part of the Terms opened 
and explained to him, ſo that he cannot with 
ont difficulty miſtaks them. The reaſonable- 
nels of every Article, the Conformity betwee! 
the Doctrines and the Scriptures, and betwee:: 
the Diſcipline of ours, and the Primitive Cuuch 
are ſo fully made out, that every Private Judge 
takes nothing 2mplicitly, but becomes a Member ot 
the Church of England, with his Eyes broad open, 
and knows exa@ly what is required of hun, when 
© he makes that Choice. 
From hence, I hope, I may conclude, ene 
a Private Capacity may know the Laws and Order; 
of 2 Church, and thereby avoid implicit Faith in 
mmvoracing its Communion; and I preſume it not 
197eajor7ble to imagine a Private Judgment ma) 
he iy wiſely directed as to conform to them, vpor: 
2 juſt Approubation of them; and what then be- 
comes of this Oi:0n our Author brings here to 
the mizary Or how does it prove, that Men 
unt not chooſe i heir ou Church © Its being a Soca 
ty leaves room for a voluntary Subſcription, andi 
its Terms of Communion axe vot u tor a read ; 
ane 
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and a willing Conformity ; but if they appear Chap. Il. 


otherwiſe, and Mens en Judgment: muſt be con- 
ſlted in that, each Man has Authority to reject 
them, and this may be done without running 
the Hazard of being, or of making it his Duty to 
be of no Church, and of no Religion at all. But ſup- 
poſing Men in a Private Capacity not able to know 
the Laws and Orders ot the Church, there ſeerns 
to be a diffcuſty which oor Author muſt account 
for, how they can be ob iged or brought ro obey 
(em. 


s. What is affirmed in the next place of Aſora- Pas. 45 


lit), as being but a temporal Syſtem, and us having 
„0 Title to a future Reward, I take to be falſe in 
Fact, as well ay the Agumeut grounded upon it; 
for over obligation to the moral part of our Duty, 
1s not of a lemporal, but eternal Nature, and can- 
et cole to aftect us fo long as our Natur- 18 what 
191% And as to the Reward cf it in a future State, 
tis what the Heathers themleives had Expectatr- 
ans of, and what their natural Apprehenfions 
might, though obſcureiy, dictate to them, even 
betore revealed Relip1on declared there Ron be 


lauch, aid Life and Immortality were brought to tgbt 2 Tim: 3: 


the Goſpel, Now *tis true, both our Alortality is. 
nd our Kulrgron have 2 Kult to direct hem, and 

e fame Authority that impoſed the ons, obliges 
to the other; and what Avſurdity is it to fay @ 
Man may chule ins Morels, as well as his Keligi- 
, 15 it be meant only of the making uſe of his 
Judgment in the application of tie Rate of 
% to himſeif? which is all the Authority that 
'rvat: ſudgment does contend for, and vet 
protefles it ſelf accomtable in the Uſe of it. This 
s what I appreliended our Author 4 grant it 
rowards the beginning of this Chapter, where he 
'ays, That as tu the moral part of Chriſtianity, Fri? 
e Judgment is of great Fower and Authority; But 
NOW 
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Chap. II. now it ſeems it is as much Nouſenſe to ſay we my} 


Pag. 45+ 


8iſbop of 
rum 's 
£xpe[1tion, 
Ars. 20. 


2 Theſſ. 2.ſc:rimtion of Anti-Chrift, given by St. Paul, of /- 
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regulate our Morals by it, as our Faith. 
9. It is urged further, That the Publick mag 
one to an Account for his Faith; but this ther. 
would be no occafion to do, if the Pablick were 
judge for him, and therefore is an Argument «| 
the contrary, that every one muſt judge for 
ſelf, notwithſtanding his being reſponſible fr. 
Judgment to another. The Account the Pubic} 
requires from its Members, is no more than 1 
open Declaration of their aſſent to the pln 
Truths of the Goſpel, as the condition on their 
hart to be acknowledged to entitle them to the 
et of the Publick Ordinamces of it: And thir 
the Church has a right to do, and to examine, 
and judge of Mens Qualifications for them, ir 
order to adminiſter them to them, and up 
finding 2 juff Cayſe, to exclude them. But ho 
daes the allowing Pubiick Judgment to ſettl . 1:5 
own Terms of Communion, diveſt Private Judg ms. 
of its right to examine them, in order to its 4// 
or Difent to them ? The Publick Judgment h 
no binding Authoritative Power over Private, fo 4 
to oblige it to concur in all its Determinatic!/ 
The Church her ſelf is bond by Scripture, w 
is the Rule of Faith, and has no power ta obtri 
this or that Decifiom of her own as an Article - 
Faith, which is not contained in it, upon . 
beli:f of any of her Members; this exceeds that 
and reaſonable Authority, the Authority of U; 
ſhe is acknowledged to be intrufted with, and 
what no Private Judg nent is obliged to fubm?t to 
bur is a manifeſt Uſurpation upon Aluiglity Go 
Prerogative, and anſwers that part of the!“ 


OI - 


| i. 


CT, 


fitting as God, in the Temple of God, farwing him 
that he ig God, ; 1 


10. The 


(31) 


— -g ˙ 


56, The laſt Argument to invalidate the Au- Chap, it; 


thority of Private Judgment as to its * 


Choice of its Relixion, is, that it would make 


Religions Eledtive, and fo put them all hon a Level, pag. 46. 


41d make Pagariſm as tiue or truer than Chriſtia- 
zieh, it by any it be made Choice of before it. 
it this Error has been too often already obſer 
ved, to need any further Cunfutatiou, that Mens 
Opimons of things alter not the Natwe of ther, 
that a Religion is not either truer or falſer in it 
, upon the Account of the bare Choice that is 
made of it; and all the Evil that can tollow from 
ence is, that *tis poſhble a ncers Han may be 
„ laſten, and embrace Fal{5od inſtead of Truth. 

But I muſt gain renund our Author, that this 
Ojetion has its force againſt the Authority of 
Publick Judgment, if that and not the Nature of 
ings be to regulate Private ; for many falſe Reli- 
tions have Publick Judgment to eſtabliſn them, 
{© that, if by that Standard all Truſh were to be 
zudged, Paganiſm would indeed be as true as 
Chriſtianity, all Religions Zledive, and all upon 
a Level. 

{ think therefore upon the whole, that none of 
our Author's Reaſens appear ſtrong encuph to ſup- 
port the fr Limitation he would aſſigu to the 
\nthority of Private Judgment, biz. {hat no Mor, 
is to pudge for himſelf what Church he will be of. 
Let us ſee now whether he ſucceeds any better as 
to his Second. 

If. That Private Judgment camiot in Firtue of tc 
an Authority interpret Scriptars, The Reaſons he 
ves for it are theſe. 

1. He triumphs in the firſt place with an ap- 
{arance of baving the Scriptures themſelves on his 
ide, by quoting ſame Vor ds out of (nem, whoſe 
ood led him to think them applicable to the 
point in hand, though the Senſs of them be quite 


foreign 


www 


Chap. II. foreign to bie purpoſe, tis that place in St. Petey, 


Dag. 46. 


Whitby's 
Annot. 


Ver. 21. 


Matt. 25. 
6. 


Pigs. 47» 


2 Pet. 1. 20. where the Apoſtle ſays, hat »4 
Propheſy of whe Scripture, ic of any Private Inter 
tation; which Words relate only to the ht 
of the Divine Fifpiration of the Old Team 
which Prophetick Vritings the Apoſtle attire, 
did not proceed from the Incitation, Motion, cr 
Suggeſtion of the Prophets own Private Spirits. hut 
from the Inſpiration of the ] G hot; whi.! 
geJe of the place vur Author might very cal 
have diſcovered, had he but caſt his Eye up; 
the following Vie, which is Explanatory of the 
former, For the Prophofſy:came not in old time by H. 
Will of Man, but holy Men of God ſpake as they wer: 
moved by the: Holy. Ghaſt. But he runs away wi! 
the found of the Words Private Þiterpretation, ju 
alter the ſame manner as the Roman Cathol 
do with this Expreilion, th 7s my Body, and fro 
{hence abſurdly argues, that it the Scripture it ty, 
what he ſays of Private Judgment mult be % too 
as if there were any Councxion between aſſertin 
the Scriptures to be of Divine fut hority, and fro 
thence concluding, that Men muſt not ufe the 
own Tudgments in under ſtandim them. 
It is farther urged, That à power in Privato Jud 
monts to explain and interpret Scripture, would 
the ſame thing as a power to make Scripte; J thin: 
the beſt way to anſwer this Objection is to 480 
the Author of it this ſhort Queſtion; Whether h 
Church, for whoſe Aumthoruative Power in the In 
cerpretation of Scripture he ſu earneſtly contend 
can wake Scripture ? Tt he anſwers in the Ar 
tive, he pleads for a power which the moſt ab{c- 
lute and tyranmcal Church upon Earth, ev. 
that of Rome, never yet claimed; for I never hes 
that the Pope bimſelf could male Scripture, I 
grants the Agathe, I prefume he will percerys 
the Weakn:)s ot his OHñection, which runs as thro: 
again 
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againſt Publick, as Private Judgment, if either of Cop. II. 


them had an Authoritative Compulſive Power of 
obliging and commanding the Aﬀ4ent os the Other. 
And indeed it is often pr oduced, and I think Mk 
reaſon enough, to invalidate this In nerious Clair 
the ft, and may be turned upon or Authr 4 oh 
juſt changing Al the ** ins in His own W ords, ls 
12 power in the (urch zuthortt 4 Vel tO ex. 
lr and mterpret Jv? 1 wonld be the alne 
* thing as a power to mee . preg e; Which power 
cannot b long to the Gi ch, becauſe; ſhe has a 
Keule given her to go by, 9 cannot therefore 
make or ct ate that Rule. But now il the Church 
* were ſo to cæhlain Scripture, this maſt be the ſame 
thing as L, pow! er to make S ripturez becautc Sc r1P- 
ture may be fo interpreted as to ſignify quite 
* oth: "Wie than the Author | of Sers Aurt intended, 
which jo anly Implies 4 pow. er equal to that of 
de Author of Scripture 3 and this mull give the 
Church the power of Revelation, winch is au int. 
Lrable Abſurdity. 


* 


3. As to what is ſaid, that Private Fudyment Pag. 47, 


vas not a power to make Do@ri ines, which carry a 
blick and general Obligation, [ never heard that bi- 
? Judginent did pretend to it; hut how does it 
Fallos from hence. that becauſe 1t docs not make 
Doctriues for others, it muſt not the xefore determine 
tor it /elf © This is all the ur 11 lictiou it pretends 
to, to judge only what it /-If is obliged to helicve 
ut Dot to impoſe its Concluſions upon vt bers; tho 
me Evidence which conv inves ne Private 
1 may carry win it an Oblication for 
the Conviction of anorhoiy, and fo it may become 
0>ligatory upon al to whom the ſame Evidence is 

offered; but the n this does no? acile fom the An 
4507 ĩty of one Man's Judgment over another's, bot 
155 m the Nature of Truth, and the Obligation which 
he clear Endonces of it lay upon Mens Tadgments 

for their Convidtion. 

4. But tis urged, that the Church is a So oY 

| in 


1 


1 
iſt 
\ 
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Chap. II. and camcf ſulſſt ns fuch without a Rule, He 
pag. 48, mad? from Seripture into Articiss and Terms, which 


are binding on its ſeveral Members, which is tne; - 


ſillent with Mens interpreting Scripture for themſelles 


| Seventh 


This has been already in ſome meaſure conſidered, 


and it ne:ds only be obſerved here, that b 


Obi. to ft Charch's being a Socitty is Very well content vit 


F Mit. 


Pig. 48. 


Tenth Ogi. 
to ft 
Limit, 


the exerciſe of Private Judgment in the unde. 
iy of Soipture, and with every Mans voluntar; 
Choc: of what Church or Society he will unite 
with, which muſt be that whoſe Articles ane 
Terms, or whofe Doctriuet and Worſhip he thinks 
tnoſt agreeable to Scripture. And tho' this Society 
may be dene to have Authority to oblige 
Members to ſubmit their [udgraents iu matters ©! 
Fiith, which muft be regulated by another Ru, 
Yet there is an Obligation upon the Members © 
fach a Soci ty to ſubmit themſelves as to what con 
cerns Oy der and Diſcipline, and the due Govern: 
ot the ſaĩd Society, which is al that is Efſentia! 16 
it 4s ſuch. Re 

5. The next Objection againſt Private Judge. 
being admitted to interpret Scripture, is, tha! 
would put the A, and Goſpel, and all Reli, 
on Level. But this is what has been before“ 
Red, and already anſwered, and is what does b 

deans follow, unlets each Religion had the 

Euidences of Vruth on its fide, and God had eg, 
eftablytied them gd, which is a conttadidtion 
imagine; and conſequently a Man's Choice © © 
e Religion cannot render it the true one, nei 
is his mifake always fable before God, or Cc 
obliged hereafter to Reward it. But how far a Mais 
fucerity may avail with God to pardon his Error, 
is another queſtion, and not our buſineſs ar prefer! 
to determine. 9 00 

But ſince our Author is fo fond of repeatig 
Objection, the Reader I hope will pardon i 
trouble i am forced to give him in the fo trequ« 3! 
Repetition of the ſame Obſervation in anſwer '7 


s Þ} 
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Iiterpretations of Scripture binding upon its Mem- 
bers, does really include in it that abſurdity of put- 
ting all Religions upon a Level. which out Author 
4 any juſt Reaſon would fix upon the claim 
of Private Perſons having a right to pudge for them- 
ſelyzsz tor if the Publick Determinations muſt take 
place, be valid and tru, then there can be no toom 
to make any difference between the pure Word of 
Jod, and Pagan and Popiſh Lies, that is, between 
Divine Revelation and Humen bioention ; tor accor- 
Jing to this principle, s not. the Push of this or 
that Interpretation of Scripture that muſt deter- 
nne our Judgments, but the Arthority of this or 
that Publick Decifion concerning it, upon which 
Vottotn the Afcoran ſtands as firmly eltablifhed as 
% Goel, which I hope this Writer does not de- 
/unedly contend for, how necellary a conjequerce 

"er it be lrom the principle he lays down, 

6, What our Author offers in his following Pa- 


graph, concerning the vidiculonſue/s of a May's pag, 45 


Laning Scripture for himfel}, and to make hinjelj 
ger, is a meer Dube which he is pleaſed to di- 
ert Ulmſelf withal; but I have no mind to diſ- 
Mate about Fords, and therefore, if he will not 
iow a Man either to interpret of explain Scripture 
lor himſelf, it mall pleaſe me full as well, if he 

all bat give him leave to underſtand it. 


7. But tis forther urged, that all Scripture bring bg. 


Divine Authority, ought ta be explained by the Au 
thority which approaches neareſt to Divine, This I 
may venture to grant without any damage fo the 
.auſe ; for next to Revelation, which is confelled3y 
ot Divine Authority, is the Authority of Right He- 
it it may not in one Senſe be accounted Vivre 
tov, a8 being acknowledged by vyzptrre it ſelt to 


the Candle of the Lord. Now a Man that has 'rov, 24, 


it on his {ide in widerftording the ſeveral parts of 27. 
Revelation, has certainly greater Authority to deter- 
une his Judgment accordingly, even though le 

2 55 


is ; that a power in the Public to make its own Chap. Il 


* 
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Chap II. be left to himſelf, than the contrary enfin of ; 
Aluititude; whorn in many Caſes el Perſons ar. 


by Divine lat hority commanded to oppoſe, Exod. 
23. 2. Thou Halt vot Follow a multitude to do Evi! 
neither ſhalt thou ſpeak in a Canſe, to declare aftey 
many, to w Fug ment. To argue therefore for 
Divine Authority, barely from the extent of Domi- 
nion or Juriſdiction, as var Author does, is in 
other Words to eſtabliſh Dith by the uunber of 
Foices, and that is to deſtroy it; for Chriſtianity it 
lelf, which is uridoubtedly true, muſt in this Cat: 
give way to Pagayiſm and Mabometiſm. which 1s 2: 
no falſe. 

„It is ſaid in the laſt place by our Author 
that Hoh Scripture was defined to abr Priva: 
Fidement, and to he a er le to it; and this is very 
ue, and what he is pleaſed now to grant further, 
that the 4pplication of this | Rule belongs to Priva 
Fu mant. Very well! Bat what then? why the. 
to juppoſe that Private Judgment can alter or fuperjed: 
this 1'yle , but how comes our Author to ſuppoſe, 
that ever any Man could make ſuch a Suppo/itto, 
as to pretend an Authority to aller a Rule given hi! 
by his Maker ? But this, ſays he, in mary Gaſes 
vin, t do, if it bas a Power to *xp/amit;, but where. 
beſeech him to ſhew. is the Necrfity of this? Ar _ 
there be, how wil) the C burch her ſelf avoid i 
Evil, ut whos has a Hg to explain of riptu: 
muſt alter it. and that in many Caſes 2 Now 3 th: 
ſappoſition fail him, his other that follouys a 
built upon it, mult ſink likewiſe, that the ule 
Dereby ſubjefed t o the thing 7 muled, aud may be alter 
by it at Diſicetion, which is a very great Fs my 
but 1 mull tell him tis only of his own mail? 
and the zetalt of Jalfe Snppofits he raiſes for To n 
fel! u nich being wide of Huth, leave moſt of !: 
Arguments without a Foundation, and fink und 
that weighty Building he erects upon them; an 

tis an eal) y matte y by taking one Error for grantes. 
to make a thouſand Abſurd cles follow it, which ' 
our Authors plnfile way of arguing, ti; 


* 


9 


NI. There is one further Limitation yet aſſigned Chap. It; 
to Private Judgment, which remains ſtill to be exa- 
mined, and tis this: That it cannot ſuper ſede, oy 
awmul the Decrees of the Church. | 
t may not be amiſs to preſent our Anthor in 
his place, before I proceed to confider his particu- 
ſar Arguments pon this Point, with the Fudgment 
+ a Church of England Man relating to this matter; 
which, I hope, may ve of uſe to him, to rectiſy his 
Miſtakes about the Authority of Syrods and Corocils 
in his Eighth Chopter, and to give him ſome better 
Liebt in the particulars advanced in this: T meet 
withit in a Diſcaurſa cuncernim a Fudge of Controver- 
in matters of Religion, in anſ mer to ſome Papers, 
tig the merfity of fn 2 a Judge, Printed Anno 
1686. At the 16th Page of it, is cus Reply to the 
Pla for a fand Fudge in ſuch matters; as for 
Hat paſſage, © That the Guides of Church in the h-fl 
* of times did not then think a Man ſafe, tho“ he to 
the brjt of his underſtanding did expound Soyipture, 
* if be did not follow the Senfe of the Church, it has 
' ſomething of Huth, but a great deal of Sophiflry 
in it. It is fo far hue, that a Man who embraces 
damnable Errors is not fate, low firmly ſoever 
he be perſwaded of the Truth of them, and that 
it is very hazardous fo contradict the Senſe, not 
o my Council, winch may d 2 pack d Conver!tt- 
* cle of Hereticks, nor of any particular Age of the 
(urch, which may be very ignorant, or very 
corrupt, but of the Univerſal Churcb'in all Places 
and es. But in this Senſe it is nothing to the 
preſem purpoſe, and if the meaning be, as it 
ems to be, that it is dangerous for a Man to uſe 
bis own k-afon and Judgment in oppoſition to 
de Decrees of Councils, it may ſometitmes be fo, 
and ſometimes not, as the Council is; and what- 
-ver the event be, every Mar mot judge of that 
may prove dangerous to a Man to ue his Rea 
ſon, it he do not uſe it Right ; but yer there is 
30 help for it, but every Man muft uſe his Re 
cn, or act lRe a Fool. But 
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Chap... But poſſibly it will be asked, What Anthor;!y 
mn 75 then aps we allow to Councils * And I ſhall vec; 
"uo * free] ſpeak my mind of it. Fin, In Cafes tht 
"wh are 2 2555 the ] Judgment of ſo many Wiſe and 
* Learned and Pious Men from all parts of the 
Chriſtian Church, is a very probable Argume , 
* of the Truth of their Decrees; and no mod t 
* Man will openly oppoſe what they determine. 
* noleſs it appears that there was Ing 0 of 
* Fallion and bitersf at the bottom, or tha\ tl: 
* Reaſons whereby they were over-ruled were 
* weak or Iudicrous, as to render their Judg nen 
* contemptible ; for if the Opinion of oe [ arn 
Man be ſo confi derable, much more is tlie del. 
berate Judgment of ſo mary great and good Nt. 
s * Secondly, The Authority of ancient Coats i | 
very conſiderable, as they were credible Wit: 17 
© of the Apaltles Doctrine and Practice, 2nd t the 
conftant Faith of the Church in the preced:n- 
* Ages, which is a mighty Satisfaction to find 
© theſe venerable Records, tat what we now b. 
* lizve was the Faith of the Church in the beſt av 
« pureſt Ages, before it was divided by Sc biſon: 
and Factions, or corrapted with Eaſeæ or Libert; 
* or wanton Dif hunter. Thirdly, General or Nations 
* Councils have Authority to determine what D. 
* etrznes ſhall be publzckly proteſſed and taught it; 
their Churches, and be made the Articles of Chur 
* Communion, as it mult neceilarily be, it there b- 
* any Authority i in the Church; for it is fit that th 
Faith of the Church ſhou!d be one, and thoſe who 
have the Government of the Church, muſt _ 1 
care of the F«7:þ ; but then this Authorit y d 
not oblige any Man to Believe, as the Char ch Be. 
* ever, and to receive all ſuch Decrees withou! 
F Examinetion ; but only if we will live in Con 
uon with ſuch a Church, we muſt own, t.;- 
FHuitbh of that Church, for the Will allow none te. 
* communicate with her who do wat, Now if t! 
Faith and Yarſhip of ſuch a Church be Pure anc 
6 4.3 
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Orthodox, the Church is in the right in requiring Cha 
* Obedience and Conformity to her Decrees and 


* Conſtitutions, and thoſe who refuſe it, muſt an. 
* wer it both to God and Man: If her Faith be 
corrupt, ſhe abuſes her power in impoſing it on 
* Chriſbans, and no Man is bound to beliede what, 
is falſe, becauſe the Church defines it to be true: 
you ask whoſe Judgment ought to take place, 
the judgment of the Church, or of every Private 
" Chriſtian ? T anfwer, the Judgment of the Church 
ok neceſſity muſt take place as to External Gopern- 
met, to determine what ſhall be profeſſed and 
' vwathfed in her Communon, and no Private Chri- 
' tian has any thing to do in thefe matters: But 
hen the queſtion is, what is t or wrong, trac 
or falſe, in what we may obey, and in what not? 
Here every Privats Chriftian v/ho will not believe 
* without underſtanding, nor follow his Guides 
' 5lindfold, muſt pads? for bimfelf, and it is as much 
as his Soul is worth to judge right, For if he 74- 
ect the Forth and the Communic! of the Chn»ch 
ithout a and woefſarry Canſe, he is a Flovetick 
and 4 Schijmatick, liable to the Cer/uro: of the 
' Church in this World, and to the Fergoanc? of God 
in the next. If he reject an errorecus and corrupt 
Communion, he incurs the Cen/ures of the Church 
* v/hich in moſt Chriſtian Kingdoms are aftende 
with forme Temporal I:corvemences 3 and it he em- 
* brace it, he is in danger of a fu. Jus for 
' if the Blind lead the Blind, they hall both fall into 
the Dutch. Theſe are the proper Limits of ail Hu- 
nan Authority, both in Church and State, bel 
this there is #0 Authority, and alou it, it is nor 
Hum in Authority, for a blind Obedience can be 
due to none. but God, and he himſelt {oldom evats 
it, If we will grant Governours and Subjects ro 
be Men, who have the uſe of their own Rea and 
Judgment, it is impoſſible to fate the (aſe of 
Authority and Subjection otherwiſe than thus 
Chat the Faith and judgment of Gyms in- 
e fitznces 
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| [fs Chap. II. fluences and directs their Gover nment, and gives 


© Laws of Faith and Manners to Subjets, And ne 
© Private Judgment of Subj:&s direct them how ga 
they are to Beli and Ohe their Governonrs, and 
© God himſelf judges between them, and by his Pro 


_ © vidence prevents or over- rules all thoſe Diſor--. 


* which may happen either in Church or State 
* this Vorld, and rewards or pumiſhes both Goveruou 
and Suefts according to their Deſerts in be 
next. And this ſuperſedes 211 farther Diſpuses 
about ſome hard Caſes, or the ſincerity or inſin. 
* cerity of Governours or Subjects; for every A 
* mult of Neceſſity judge for himſelf, for God v1) 
* govern and judge us all, which there could be 
© pretence for, if we had not the free exerciſe c O 
* Reaſon in the Government of our ſelves. 

I think this Ouotation might ſerve for a g. 
Anſwer to all our Authors .Gguments that are urge 
under this Head, but I promiſed to take notice {| 
them in particular, which I muſt not forget to , 

1. His firſt reaſon to prove, That Private 7 
ment cannot ſup-rſede or annul the Decrees f . 
Church, is, that here could be no Church Anh i: 
unleſs its Decrees were binding upon P/1yvate Fudg men 
This Argument is manifeſtly very Defecive, an 
wants conſiderable Fxplanation For it mention 
the Decrees of the Church in general as binding, wit 
out making any Diſtinction between them, as 11. 
Church werez»f allible in all her Determinations. 7:1 
I believe our Author himſelt is not yet arrived! 
the perſwaſion that ary Church is infollible in her 
crees; and therefore we muft diffingnth beten 
ſuch of them as are within the Authority of th+ 
Church, which al! her Members are obliged to {4 
mit to, and ſuch of them as have e+ceeded the bond 


of that juſt Authority which God has entruſted e 


with, which can have 19 hindi force upon het 
Members, and the ſetting aſide of ſuch Decrees, ts 
not oppoſing Charch- Authority, but Charch-Tyrawy, 
and Churci-U/inpatton, 
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thority of the Church iu Spirituals, and that of the 
Civil Magiftrate in Temporals ; that both of thera have 
an Authority, and that from God, is not to be diſpu- 
ted, but that the Authority of them both is limited, 
cannot be denied: So that when either oe or the 
other Decrees or Enacts what is contrary to G Law, 
there can be uo bindim Ub"gation upon any Man to 
ſubmit to the One, or to comply with the Nther. 


And then as to the uſual Queſtion, Who is to judge 


what is contrary to Gods Law or not ? It is anſwered 
as betore, both Parties muſt pudge in their proper Ca. 
pacittes, the Publick as to what it thinks fit and rea- 


ſonalle to nat and Commmnd, and the Gonſrience of 


every Private Man how far he believes God requires 
um to Oy, and thus both Judgments will be avail- 
zble either as to the , or acquitring the Perſons 
accord ing to the Reaſonablineſs or Unreaſonablenets 
of the Cauſe that determined them : So that as on 
the one hand, Men may be gritty of @:b:U;on in the 
otate, and of Schiſ in the Cyurch, by withſtanding 
the Lwful Commands of the Ons, and by rejecting 
the 7 Deciſions and r22ſonable Orders of the Qther : 
So on the other hand. Men may be very Imocent in 
not ſubmitting to the tyromical and wſmped Autho- 
rity of Both. 

2. But tis urged further, That the very Being of 


a Chnrch may be deftroyed by Private Judgment, if pig. £1 


it have power to revrſe its Decrees; bat this does 
not follow, unless 10 could 23014111] al Church Authyg- 
7:ty, which is a Liberty we do not allow it, but leave 
it vound ard obliged by all its ut, and cordevly, and 
reaſonable Decrees + So that there can he %% Church in 
Danger from the Authority of Private Judgment 
under ſuch Reffridtion, unle's it be ſuch a one as is 
lupported by Uurpation, and hy unwartantable De- 
crees would eſtabliſh a Doi ˙ννõ over the Conſcrences 
of its Members. And to contend tor the upholding 
ot fuch a Church, can be of no ſervice to the trac 
Religion, which leaves Men at libetty to fling * al 
G ac!y 


The. Cafe ſeems to be the ſame between the Au- Chap. II. 


þ43. 5T. 
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Rom. 13. 


pag. 52. 
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Chap. I. ſuch im bew fi ul Tokes that are laid upon them, tho 7104 


to diffolve Order and Government, without which no 
Society can fubſiſt; aud upon this bottom, we plea 
for the reafonableneſs ot our own Reformation from 
Popery, which has carried Church Authority to a much 
greater Height than what God allows it in the Sc 
tire But the Deſtruction of Lope, ſtrictly fo cal. 
led, cannot, I prefume, be efteemed the oppoſing 
of Chriſtianity, unleſs the withitanding Tyranny, in 
clude in it the Diſſolution of Government, 

3 *T:s next contended, That the Church's Aut ha- 
;Ity which makes Decrees is Divine, but that of Bi. 
vate Jud ment is but Eluman, and a Humay Authority 
£00 evt rſe a Divine one. But the Church's Auth. 
#ity is no otherwile Divine, than as all Civil Author . 
may be ſiid to be, the Ons being no more the Wi! 
and Ordinance of God than the Other, and Men 
ny rei Obedit u to Civil Governours in nnlawts! 
Commands, and why not to Eceleſaſtical Ones 
Ihe Powers that be ave ordain'd of God; all lawful Av. 
thority is Divine Authority, and we are not ſetting 
date Judgment upon the Hel with Divine Re vel. 
tion, or encouraging it to oppole what the Chure! 
has juſt Anthortty to Decree, We plead only for-? 
not being bound by ſuch Decrees as the Church hs 
1 Authority to make, ſuch as are contra y to che De. 
ſign and Tenure of the Goſpel: Now all ujurped Au. 
thority is only Human Authority, or rather % 4: 
thority ot all, and Private 1: uth has more right 8:1. 

reater Authority to convince the Judgmout than 
Pal Error. 

4. The following Argument, That the leſſer Pi. 
vate Jude ment ouglit to ſub mit to the greaterand more 
herons one of the Church, winch our Author the? 
fore calls the more certain, is the ſame with what 3 
have before obſerved our Author would. be at, the 
judging of Trutb by the preateſt number of Voices, 
which, i thiok, is nt the way to have ice done 
it. And he grounds it upon this m:itake, that the 
Decrees of the Church ate made by the 5% and m/ 

TS. knot; 


v3 


15 
knowng Private Judges collected in 2 Sy nod, which (ap Il 
I am afraid is not always true, and certainly was , 

fo, as to ſuch Decrees as have been made, and that 

not long ago in a NE /ig Church, which much Coun. of 
wiſer and much Vatter Men of tlie ume # hnr have Trent, 
been a/hamed of; ans therefore, unleſs we cayld be 

olways ſure of the wiſ:ff and the be of Men in fact 
Aſſemblies, it is fit we ſhould Keep our own P:avate 
Underftandings to judge of their Leciſſans. 

5. AS to what is 0! zected, That Private Fadgment pag. $25 
would deſtroy its own Power, if it could ve the Do. 
crees of the Church, winch are only 2 Colletion at 
Private Judgments in Syuods : "F1s the particular Ads, 
and not the Power of ſiich Aſſemblies that ſuffer in 
this Caſe, and all Societies have a right co annul theig 
own As; but this affects mly ſuch whole Vorceg cone 
curred in tlie Effabliſhm-»t of ſuch Decrees, whoſe 
Tudgments indeed would comtradidt themſclues, it 
they became of a contrary Perſwaftan afterwards, but 
how this can relate to fach Private Judgments, or 
deſtroy their Authority in a Private Capacity, which 

©" ppp 4 p 44 WI. AS 
ere diſſenting to ſuch Decrees it proſant In thoſe At- 
ſcunblies, or of a different Opinion as to thoſe points 
if abjent, 1 cannot coraprehend. 

6. Our Author's next Argument to eſtabliſh the 
Anthority of Church Decrees, is founded upon an 
Aſſertion of his own without proof, That the Deci/t pre. 54 
on of all Controverſies 1s left tu the Judęm nt of th: 

Church, that ſhe is the laſt reſort in all Hrligiaus Di/- 

putes, ta which the Members of it are hoid to ſub: 

under the penalty of being treated as tleathons. I pre- 

ſume our Author in this points at that place in St. 
Matthew's Goſpel, where the 2y wed Chriſlian is cli- Mai, 18, 
rected to tell his Brother's fault to the Church, 1t *7: 
the iv jntious Perſon would not reform upon his | 
more Private Admoniticns, From which paflage the | 
Papifls indeed do frequently argue for the iE, ilit; 

and final Deciſions of ali Doctr ines by the Chweh 
Cathalick, as they term their ay! part?foular One - But 

Us plainly a forced I they put upon the 
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| chap. ll place, for the Text ſpeaks only of matters Criminal. 


winch do properly belong to the Churc!”s Cenfure, 
and not of Articles of Faith, and the Church's Deciſions 
concerning them. 
And as to his matter of Fact, that it was fo at the 
firff Synod of Fernſalem, the Caſe is widely different 
etween ſubmitting our Judgments to ſuch »nſpired 
Governours as the 4poſi!:s, who preſided in that Sy. 
nod, who had the immediate Direction of the Holy 


+ aa 2. GH, and the mind of Cbhriſt accompanying them 


and the acquieſſing in the weak and ifalible Judg 
ments of our modern Rulers, whom the Scripture does 
ao where engage to preſerve from Error and Mi- 
flale, or from Prejudice and Corruption. 

7. What is next offered concerning Private Judg- 


p45. 54+ ment proceeding npon a &kfs flock of Knowledge than 


the Decrees of the Church are tounded upon, to which 
therefore it ought to give the preference; tis the 


very ſame Argument in other Words with the fourth 


before-mentioned, and we have had too much Tauto- 
dogy of this. Nature already, to be fond of repeating it. 

8. But our Author is now rcfolved to combate 
his Adverſaries with their own Weapons, and to over 
throw their Cauſe upon their own Suppeſitions + He 
will grant for once, that the Chin ch is only a Repo 


Page 54. fitory of Hoy Records, and a witneſs only for Truth, 


—_ which bottom alone, he ſays, the ought to be 
elie ved, and Private Judgment to ſubmit to her 
Evidence and Authority. But there is a great dea! 
of difference between the Evidence of a Witneſs, and 
the Authoritative and Definitive Sentence of a Judge 
and tho* the Church's T:#/imory may be valid as to 
the Truth of matters of Fad, yet her Authority may 
be defective as to the Deciſion of Controverfies about 
Do@rmes and Points of Faith ; not that even her 
Teſti mony it ſelf can be bindins upon any May's Con- 
ſcience to believe, if he be »-rſwaded that he has 
otherwiſe better Evidence io ths contrary. 
9. The laſt particular tha! is urged to incapacitate 


Private Judgment from re verfing the Decrees of the 


Church 


s | 


(urch, is, that it muſt appeal to ſome other Authority Chap. II. 
which is greater than the Churches, of which he knows pag. 33. 
none. I muſt take notice, that this Argument is 
grounded upon the Suppeſſtion, that there is a la/? Ap- 
peal in matters of Faith, and ſom? magi/ferial Judge 
of Controverſies appointed, which is no Proteftant Prin- 
(ile; and granting there be not, I hope the Autho- 
rity of Scripture 1:ghtly interpreted, is greater than 
that of Church Decrees, when contrary to the true 
dente of it; and hither Piivate Fudg ment muſt appeal, 
1d to Right Reaſon the beſt help to underſtand it; 
| and it can never be obliged to Tecelve any particular 
Interpretation of Divine Revelation as , upon the 
bars Authority oi the Church in deterinining it to be fo. 


. Wels there be ſomething further, the Authority of 

} R-o\mable Evidence, to ſupport it. And when it 

happens that Church Authority and reaſonable Cnwicti- 
2 cu claſh with cach other, which is no ampoſkble Hiunpo- 

) ion, I fee no help tor it, but that P mvate Judgment 

- Haft ſuperſede and re ſuch Authority, or, to ſpeak 

L more properly, fuch Hurpatiom. | 

£ have now trac'd gur Author through ail the Steps 


bas taken in bis Endeavours to fix the Juff Bounds 


C within which Private Tudgment onght to exerciſe it 
» {elf in matters of Religion; only I remember, that 
1, eamining the Arguments for tus fr ft Limitation, the 
2 jth of them I thought did more properly belong to 
r this laſt Head of Church Decrers, to which Ithen re- 
11 ferr'd it, taking but a ,t notice of it in its order - 
4 It is of very little weight, but perhaps it would not 
- have been thought fair to have neglected to anfwer 
0 it . *tis this, Tat the Church being at f., sſtab liſbed p. 44. 
y and ſetled by Maracles. and Authority given it to direct 
ut others in matters of Frith and Marſbip:; therefore Pri- 
l vite Judgment muſt ſibmit to and follow. and not vacate 
n- aud ſuperſede its Orders aud Directions. But tis very 
28 plain, that this Authority conferred upon the Churcb 
is 2 lmtted Authority, an Authority only to direct 
te and inſtruct its Members in Gofpel Dith; and 
he therefore it admits of a very ht Aver, that when 


1 it 


(46) 
1 Chap. II. it would inculcate any thing contꝰ ary to Scripte it 
100 has no Authority from thence to do it, as our A 
| does himſelf openly confeſs in another place, Pag. 
I am not ſenſible of any ove materzal Confidero::1 
hicherto advanced in this En, that has eſcaped 11; 
notice, and as they all appear to me very D-ſ-7;, 
in the proof of the three Points they are brong}: 15 
eſtabliſh, ſo T am in hopes, that what has becn . 
ſerved upon them, may make our Author hin 
ſuſpect the ju/tn-ſs of his Concluſions from tlie 
that Privitz Judgment may ſtill remain poſſeſs »f 
a0 Authority, notwithitanding theſe Arguinen! 
the contrary, of chuſmg its own Church, or the 
which it i: to wall, of interpreting and expluiniig & . 
ture, at leaſt for it ſelf, though not for others, 4, 
fuperſeding aud reſedli the Decrees of the Chir! 
when they appear te {wart the plain Senlc 1nd 
meaning of $cr7pture. 
And after our Author has taken ſo much pairs !9 
muſter un ſuch a pumber of Arguments to A n⁰ 1! 
Power in each of theſe particulars ; it is with n 
Jurprize that I find him in his lat Paragraph 
cluding this Chapter, with fiich fair Concefhon: to if, 


1 


| and in ſuch clear and oper Terms, that one cou! not 

have choſen better to have pleaded in its? 

Every Private Perſon, ſays he, is not only er. 

| * mitted, but is poſitively obliged according 

| * Abilities, and according to his outward Cre 
is * ſtances, to learn, Rudy, ſearch, and inquire 2: 

ll that Knowledge which is neceflary to inte 

* hun, not only concerning the Truth and Ct 

© of the Rule by which he is to walk, and why it 1 

| 5 preferable to all others; but alſo conceroing 

* true meaning and Interoretation of every Par' % 

that R. : And he not only may, but is reqn174d 

to knuw and Rudy the Degrees and Laws oi 

bu ch, bow far, and for what Reaſons they at! 

binding, and how far agreeable to the Word 

Laws of God. 


pag. 80. 
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know not any thing further one could lave 4. Chap, IE 


in favour of Private Judgment, it cur Author had 
= fopp'd here, and not found 4 way to di the 
hole in its Application ; But this he has effeual? 
done, by telling us, That all this Study and induſti:. 
ous ſearching after Path by private Perſons, becomes 
their Duty, not as it tends to their ow#7 Satisf 1227, 
nt for the Church's Information + And tho a Man 
nu ver ſo well aſſut d of the Truth and Certainty of 
de Rule he has choſen, and of the ſenſe and meaning 
of the plaineſt Articles of it; yet it the Church take 
Cognizance of the Matter, and for any Conſide rat ions 
determine otherwiſe, all muſt be flung up, and the 
moſt evident and momentous Truths quitted and for- 
ſaken for fear of violating HER moft ſacred Laws of 
Uiſciplme and Order - Nay, this Submiſſion is plead. 
for as the moſt rational, tho' it be apainſt 4 Man's 
cl:areft Reaſon, and moſt ſothd Judgment; and as mofi 
agreeable to Revelation, tho" it be directly contrary 
to the Letter and Deſau of it, and maniteſily tends 
to deſtroy it. 

But notwithſtanding our Author does thus filzyce 
Private Judgment by the Church's Deciſin 1 find him 
in another place fo favourable to it, as to fay, that 


ven after the Determination of a Co, Private pag. 1, 


Tudgment is fill in force, and may go on to try, examine, 
and enquare after Truth, provided it reſorts, as ufti21, 
to the Publick, tor a final Determiuatieu,; that is, Vi- 
hate Judgment mult continue in ite own Perfwaſior, til] 
che Church, or Publick Judgment does {nay deter mine 
ſo often, that it eſtabliſhes the fame Upimmim ; the 
conſiſtency of which which with the precedg Pha- 
zraph our Author is concern'd to juſtifie. 

It ſcents very range to find a Man that values 
himſelt upon being a Amer of che Chur E 
aud even glories in her Communion, fali into the 
{ 19e Track of Arguments that her profeſs'd 4dverſa- 
1725 Make aſe of againtt her: And vet 1 cannot but 
have ſo inuch Charity as to tlunk, that what he has 

ofter d 


5 | e | 442 Y an 
i Chap. II. offer d was © kindlfyiptende@ in * * Gitvice, and tiv 
1 the Aſs the hast d from him, wer? given u th 
10 Int ent ion th b:tray her: And 1 hot e he will enter. 
tain the fe favourable Opinion of the Deifwn of ti; 
Eraminac ion, which is written with no other aim Ut 
to con incè out Ant hur of his Miſta les, and to keep 
the Church tiom ſiſfe hg by them, 

had indeed once à &fipn to have muſter'd ap 
4 great 4 number of 4;guments againſt the Author! 
of Publick Tudgmet, as fo matters of Religion, in th. 
Extent in which our Author contends for it, as he has FF. 
turn. us with ij Gbje@tons ag2inſt that c 
Private dg . nt in fuch Matters; But I have n 
almoſt brouglit my ſell to think, that what 7 * 
propos d, is not fo neceſſy; partly, becauſe the 1:1 
Vitzg been pa mticulay 111 CR WAY I every un 
that has been cffer'd to ſupport one fide of t 
Controverſy, is in effect eſtabliſhing the conrrar: 
_ partly, becauſe J find in the following Ch: 

ter ſuch a conſiderable number of important jet. 

Ons, w mach Pur Hor Himſolf has already met u 
and which do l re quire a little more Refledion, and 
and ſome fh er, than what he has the re 21 
ven the, that I think it would be preſſing hig 
little too bay 1 ro add to the Hurden ht has aly-. = 
upon him, and to ducreaſe choſe Dificultics wliich he 
cannot at preſent Jer. 

J {hall therefore wait ſome time, till Ie what 
Reception our Authot gives to what [ here offen n : 
And i find Jie does not reſt ſatisfied with my E. 
deavons in ſolving Lis Obje&tors, tis poihble I may 
give him an opportunity of trying Ins Skill in an 
iwer: 1g my 07. 
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10 1 1 carton kh; 

for. it, js alſo have a ſpecial | re- 
| . to the Conſtitution and Dif- 
poſition of the Patient for whom he 
4 x intends it, Por however a Reme- 
—__ dyampay appear in it ſelf to be well 
'* _adaptcd to the Diſeaſe, yet if the 
- ſick Man either is not Abit to take 
it,” beds hor ſtrength ict to 
retain and digeſt it, it is not poſ- 
lible that it ſhould avail bin & ing | 
#. rowards bis Recovery.. * 
Hoy Epidemica! cheDiſcaſe; not , 
| only of Hetcrodoxy but even Infide- 
lity, is become amongſt us, may in- 

deed, and ought by every good Man 
to be lamented ; but is too Plain to 
dee either nzed or diſſembled? Inf 
oppoſit tion to both which, tho ma- 
wrt ny excellent Books of all ſorts have 
_ beenwritren in our own Language, 
and ſome of them with the greateſt 
„ od CW ; yet be- 


cauſe 


——— — —— 


of them perhaps truly) chat they 
have not time D 

lumes, or ant Capacity to digeſt 
thoſe that are a: little more than 
ordinarily, learned, I. have Ser 
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cauſe many ſtill pretend (and ſome 
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Jogked upon k as: a very, ulchal' 


of in thoſe who at any. time: hade 
'attempted it) to contract the moſt 
material Arguments that are urged: 
in Defence of the true Religion, 


or any part of it; and bring: | 


them within ag narrow a compals, g 


Strengtin and Clearneſs, hichave 


Werk (and much to, be approved 


| ** 5 
Asia y be conſiſtent with bochithat: 


Mays -fappoſe neceſſary in order 


to their ꝓrevailing upon the Minds 
9k Mep. l 19195 203,19 200] 
busnotugthing of Hits nature I have 


knought-oi6- W Duty, chore: thin: 
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pit: And Wat T had ſo done, ha- 
| - Jig met with ſome {malt Appro- 
"bation; from' divers Perfons of Can- 
dour' and Judgment; when your * 
| © Grace was pleaſed to lay your 
| — Commands upon me to perform, 
nn my turn, che Office of a Preach- 
erat your ordinary Viſttation, 
. thought I could not do a thing 
more acceptable to my Brethren of 
tie Clerꝑy, or at leaſt the Younger 
| - of chem, than thus at one View te 
bring to their Remembrance the 
| the main and moſt fundamental 
Tooints of our Religion, (to which 
we: ought alf of us conſtantly to 
have an eye in the whole | conrke 
of our Miniſtry) together with 
ſome of the chief Reaſons and Ar- 
guments whereby de mmintain and 
defend them aàgainſt the fevern 
ſorts of Adverfaties with whom w-ẽe 
hae r bk 1 
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hy I had to this purpoſe: formers 
iy ſtudied and digeſted: "And after 


Jhad compriſed the moſt material 
part of ie in an Hours Diſcourſe, 
1 began to entertain a Refolution 
of making the Whole more pu- 
Blick; in hopes that, through the 
Bleſling of God, it might from 1. 
Preſs have as good an Effect as, I 
was aſſured, it formerly had w_ 
upon foine' from the Fulpit. 
In or dei hereunto, I communt- 
cated what 1 had writer to feve- 
Tal of the moſt judicious of my 
Friends who were pleaſed not 
aul) net to dilapprove of my De- 
ſign; but alſo to ſuggeſt | fome 
things tn me, Gor tlie fatther and 
better proſecutiom idf the moſt ne- 
ceſſery t of wat I had Under. L 
taken; '1 mean, that which! was 


nl moſt 


Ly 


—— 


4 > » va * v w_ 6 <P KS. 
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teach, ur totlier ininiſterial At. I 


Dedivatith. 


moſt directly levelled. A 4 
and laſideliiy: And this is 
| 71 have how more 
ly infied-os the fg of as 
much .mote largely 
Trmb and: Neceſſity of Revealed 45 
ligion, than What at firſt I inten- 
ded; or may ſeem proportionahlt 
to the bra. Branches af the Dit 
courſe: _ 
Dj Having thus eooubled; 8 
wes an accburit of 0 Riſe and 
rogreſs of this ſmall Work, I 
ban beg leave ta prefix your 
Name before it; 4 onlytas lan 
Ack ho ment ii 
— — bang 
riſdictiun for whatever Doctrinei l 


rer,, 


Wo} 


perform -Avithia in,. Pinceſe, 
(which antłcedent to the Law of 
_ 1 E take to be n Conſe- 


quence 


„ 6 


Bridicabin, 


quence from the Divine In ftitutiofs 
of Epiſcopacy ) but alſo as a publick 
Feſtimony of that ſincere Honour 
and Reverence, 
has a juſt Title to from every one, 
1 a who has a true Value for 
either out ere ryan or Civil oo 
ſtitution. n 

It is an unjuſt Reflection which 
* Men affect to make upon all 
Dedications of this ſort; almoſt 
without any diſtinction; That for 
a Man to ſpeak well of the Pa- 
tron he has made choice of, is, in 
their Opinion, little elſe bt Flat- 
tery. But the reaſon why the Life 
of a good Man is by all allowed 
to be written and publiſhed after 


as well "I the giving "+ his due 
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which your Grace 


his Death, will, I think, hold alſo 


Character even while he is alive: 
[ mean, that it may be an Incite- 
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ſure there is very ſuffieient Mat- 


Life, yet wichout Moroſeneſs or 


Knowledge in all the uſeful Parts 


theſe — Years paſt has unavoid: 


ment to dthers to follow his Exam- 


ple: And, provided a, Man ſays 
no mote Than what is true; to 
condemn him af any ſecret or ſini - 
ſter Deſign therein, is to aſſume 
the Place of God himſelf, in paſ-· 
img judgment upon che private 
Thought of the Heart, wischen 
only known unt him who is . 
the Maker and Searcher of it. 
Flad Ia Deſign. of writing 0 
Panegytick on peut Large, Tam 


e 4 wat 65 
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ter for it. The Strictneſs of your 


Sowrneſs of Temper, all along 
from your Youth ; your great 


of Learning, notwithſtanding the 
almoſt conſtant Interruption of 
your Studies, which for above 


|S pi = & Mom + & = we of 
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ably 


E 
ably "attended yo; your” great 
Labour and Dili ſigence In the perſo- 
nabDiſetarge'of your Cure, while 
vou were a Pariſh-Minifter ; your. 

and vigorons appearing in 

behalf of our Church and Religion, 
againft Enemies of all Sorts; and 
more particblatly at the Time when: 
it was thou — moſt 1 1 fo 
to do; | Anno 1687.) your un- 
wearyed: Care and Vigilance in 
ferling the Affairs of that Dioceſe, 
unto which you were moſt 'defer- 


vedly promoted, after the late 
times of Conftffort: 3 your more 
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than or iH) Oiatöon in Hithirting 
; no Man te Holy Orders or A CU 
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to every ching under your Charge 
Within 


nity, to encourage every Man who 


| cular ly in diſr 


gy; and as, far as it is poſſible, in- 


your Dioceſe and Province; 
your 3 in hearkening to 
every Man that has any reaſonable 


Cauſe of applying to you; your 
5 


Readineſs, as yqu have 


honeſtly Endeavours to perform 
his Duty; your great Temper, as; 
upon all other Occaſions; ſo parti: 
qr. the rude Be- 

haviour of choſe, who ſeem! to lay 
hold on any Opportunity to pro- 
A ae & he, Mildneſs as well 
eight f Jour Reproofs to 

5 your Readineſs 
to — every Man that conſci- 
0 ouſly returns to his hive 05 ;:and 
olutiqn ;in,, puniſhing (to you 
Power):thoſe who, : ; 


nately per- 


fiſt 1 5 Tn Breach of it; your Hoſ- 
paita- 


m 
— . P = 
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Deaicatiisn. | 
pitaliey, Liberality, Charity; and | 
(that I may not run out into num; 
berleſs Particulars). your conſtant 
Adherence to the true Intereſt of 
Church and State; and Courage 
upon all Occaſions to diſcharge a 
good Conſcience, without any re- 
gard to the Paſlions of Men or the 
Humour of this or, that Party; all 
this, I lay, and more that might 

be reckoned up, would be a Sub- 

ject ample enough to enlarge up- 
on, had I the Vanity to think that 
any. thing I can. ſay would in the 

leaſt Contribute to make your 

- [Erace bes 
ready are 
us 
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IE. I do not offend your Grace | 
lin thus making publick mention 
| Job theſe things; I am perſwaded 
That no other good. Man will in che 
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Neairation. | 
d Fault with me for it; 
the unchwitable part of 
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| |[PREFACE. 


T i is A welanicho Rees; that 
* elt to be dine Of ry 


are the immediate 
ak gs Sprite and ill Nature 
any' other thing what ſoruer. For Example, 
that _ — Yary Curiofities bave en 
brought in, to the & 2 ripe Perplexing 
oth dof Law and Ph and that there haue 
beer not a few . and corrupt Prattittoners 


cers of i, 


in both thoſe Fatulties, is honeſt am 
fober Phyſicians and Lawyers, as well as other 


1 Men, baue often complum'd of; yet nd 
as Hrberto been Jo wild as to inſinuate 


formed but) wholly exploded and laid affide. 

And __ "there hoo — — Multitudes T 
Petty Oggers mpiricks in all. Ages, 

10 till there it no Man but believes b ow 


7 


EI, er at” left may be, many "7 . 


Lawyers and P. Nielan in the Wor 
1 


n they do 


hence that therefore both theſe noble "Bras 
Klone ſhould be (not only amended and re 


I» R 


iy The Preface. 

But with reſpett to Religion, and the Mini- 
ers of, it, there is a Party of Men who en- 
deavour to ſuggeſt another way of reafonmy ; 
and becauſe it is not deny'd but that there have 
been many falſe Religions brought into the 


World, therefore they: will allow none 10 be. 


true. Becauſe we own that the true Religion 
has in divers Places and Ages been,corru pred, 
(Parii h 1 Ianorance and part by tbe af 4 
of  deſigmung Men) thereſore they will allow 
no Part of it to be genuine and ſound : And be- 
cauſe it is not conteſted but that there have 
been many ambitiqus and: wicked Men, Who 
for evil and worldly Ends have thruft then 


ſetves into the Offices of the true as well as 


falſe Religions, therefore under the Name of 
Prieſts. ( tobam witbour diſtindion they nenden 
48. adious at may be) they endeavours to 'ex- 
plode and toholly lay.afide the very Office of 
the Miniſry; altbo? for. faſhion ſake, they 
would ſometimes ſeem to allow that there is 
fome litle Truth in Religion: And hence it 
| bas cone to paſs that, Chriſtianity bas been 
induſtriouſſy dreſt up in a Fool t Coat, and 


2eacd as if it were 0 better then 4 Fable + 


ar jale Tale; that Priefts of all Religions 
goithaut any Diſſindtion haue been pronounced 
to be the ſame, and the Sentence received 
with the. Applauſe. of many ; and all manner 
diſtinction between thoſe who are to miniſter 
the Offices of. Religion, and the People tobo 
are to receive. the. Benefit of ſuch | Mmuſiry; 
by fome * been repreſented as nothing _ 
* . than 


88 —_—— 


The Pie. [Iv 
than a" Defign of crafty Men 10 gain 10 
themſelves 4 Dominion over the Conſciences of 


others. 1988 45 TC a 7 14 N 101 55 310 q 
1 want of eorguing..to 


Bit hom cont 


that Curve ſa and Strength of Reaſon, whitb 
theſe men ſeem \ſo EE 


| far? Put the Caſe thut ninety and nine 
bent of an hundred af all the Later and 
Phyficians in the Warld jhould prove Fools. ar 
Knaves, woufd this be 4 good:Reafon. tohy any 
Man ſhould wholly rejetit either Law or Þ 
lick, and refuſe. to heorken. to, or make 
leaſh uſe of a foter and honeſt Man ofeinhet 
Profeſſion, where bis Health or Eflate were 
concerned? And if there had been more Ku- 
very among the Priefi s. than even they, whe 
aggravate theſe e things beyond Meaſure do pre- 
tend , would it follow pin hence that theres» 
fore the Office of the Miniſtry it ſelf is only a 
Cheat, and Religion no better than a Fiflion? 
Certainly they who think freely ought a/ways to 
judge of Mai ters, by the Reaſon of things, and 
not by the real or pretended corrups Prattices of 
a BE or der of Men: And upon this Iſſue 
1 have endeavoured in the following Diſcourſe 
intirely to put the Cauſe of Religion. kf 
_ 4 debn being to offer unto others the 
Same full and clear Conuillion which (I bleſs 
God) I bave in my own Mind about the things 
J write ; wherever I have had occaſion 10 
propoſe a Difficulty, I have not in the leaſt 
- endeavoured to conceal the Strength of it: 
And aliho' I think I have given a ſuffi _ 
an 
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wi The Preface. _ 
and fatirfafory Anſwer to 
bas come in my way, yer 


Mind of my Reader, I Kor only this Requeſt 
18 makes to him, thut upon all ſucb Oaraſſomt as 
4% . 2 * 

finds me to bern guy 0 | 
ronfider not only what hve fad bat alſo 
what farther - mgbt, "if neceſſary, | 
upon each ſubjett. And ij what 1 here write 
bar = Toth Fa upon bim as to put 
dim apon ſober and impartial Enquiry after 
farther better Satisfaltion than what be 


thinks ] haue been able to give him; I ſhall 
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Religion Tryed | 
i» | BY THE . 
. 


TEST of REASON. 


& | h 
© s. I. K&R A Intention in the fi lowing Diſ- 
1 courſe being with what brevity 

21 ; and plainneſs I can, to bring 


| Chriftianity, as it is profeſſ:d in 
: | the Establiſhed Church, to a fair and cqual, yet 
trict and impartial Tryal at the Bar of Reaſon : 


herein, I know no better way than to take my 
Beginning, and Rule of Direction in this whole 
Affair, from thoſe remarkable Words of the bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtle St. Peter; which ought, I think, to 


one who reads or hears them; 1 Per. 3. 15. 


I Be ready always to give an anſwer to every man that 


acketh you a reaſon of the hope that is in you, with 


2% | meekneſs and fear. And before 1 come to draw. 


= | any thing from the Words themſelves, it will not 
be amiſs to give a ſhort Account of the Occaſion 
- Þ of them, and their Connection with the reſt of 
the Chapter, EE br be i. 


For the more clear and Methodical proceeding 


make à deep Impreſſion upon the Mind of every 
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At the tenth Verſe of this Chapter St. Peter 
* aſſures us that the beſt and moſt certain way for 

A Man to live with Safety and Security to himſelf, 
_ even in this World, is to be truly Vertuous and 
Religious: He that will love life and ſee good day,, 


Jet him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 


they ſpeak no guile; let him eſchem cuil and do good; 
det 2 ſeek f. 6 l... ; 

For the Confirmation of this Truth, he offers 
two Reaſons: The firſt in the twelfth Verſe: 
mameiy, that good Men are in the Fayonr, and 
conſequently, under the immediate Protection of 
Almighty God; while the Wicked are cxpoſed, 
even in this Life to his Wrath and Vengeance: 
For (ſays he) the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their Prayers: 
pt the face of the Lord is againit them that do 
* | 

The other Reaſon (contained in the thirteenth 
Verſe) is drawn from that Temper and. Diſpo- 
ſition which even naturally prevails in Mankind, 
if 1t be not — by evil Principles, or Paſſion; 
that is to ſay, not to burt, or injure thoſe, who 
are ſo far from giving them any juſt Provccation, 
that, on the contrary, they are ready upon all 
Occaſions, by kind and charitable Offices, to en- 


gage and; win the Love and Good-will of all that 


they converſe with, And who is he that will harm 
vou, if ye be follower: of that which is grod? As if he 
had ſaid in other Words, If thoſe Men among(t 
whom you live, however of a different Perſwaſron 


from in Religion, do always by Experience 
find Gat our 1 


your Behaviour is inoftenſive, and that 


Truth, Juſtice and Charity do conſtantiy prevail 
with you, and have a nailing Influence up- 


on all your Actions; what Man amongſt them is 
there, or can there he, who, if he be guided but 
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by 
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ST by the Teſt of Reaſor. 3 
by the common Principles of Reaſon and Pru- 
dence, will ever offer to do you any Hurt, when 


thereby it is evident that he can derive. no real 


Benefit or Advantage to himſelt? When 4 Man's 
Ways do thus pleaſe the Lord, he may have a pro- 


bable Expectation, even by the Rules of Reaſon - 


as well as thoſe of Religion, that his Enemies, it 
they are not altogether irrational in their Proceed- 
ings, will become ſo far reconcil d, as at leaſt to 
be at peace with him, Prov. 16.7. - 


But when it is conſidered how much the greateſt 
part of Mankind are overſwayed and governed 
by their Paſſions and Prejudices, in direct Oppo- 


ſition, very often, both to Reaſon. and Religion; 
the Conſequence from hence mult needs (ſome- 
times at leaſt) be, that the more careful and ex- 
act a Man is in the Performance of his Duty, the 
more certainly may be exp:&t to be hated and 
perſecured by ſome ſort of Men for it. 

In order therefore to arm and prepare all 
Chriſtians for ſuch Hatred and Perſecution, as 
God in his Providence, for their beiter Tryal, 
ſometimes ſuffers to befal them; the Apoſtle pro- 
ceeds to recommend unto them the three follow- 
ing Qualifications, Firſf, That they be coura- 
gious and reſolute; in the fourteenth Verſe, Bat 


ad if ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, happy are 9e; 


and be not afraid of their terrour, netther be troubled.” 


Secondly, That they be inwardly and ror 


pious and holy; in the former part of the fifteenth - 
Verſe, But. ſanfify (ſays he) the Lord God in your 
hearts. And Thirdly, That they be well inſtruct- 
ed and grounded 1n that Relizion which they, 
profeſs ; in the Words of my T. xt, (for ſo I may 
have leave to call that Pa age of Holy Scripture 
round work of my 
whole Diſcourſe) Be ready . to give an anſwer 
£ 2 


which I haye choſen for the 


is 
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4 Neligion Tryed dect. II. 
to every man that askech you a reaſon of the hope that 
i; in yon with. meekne fs — Fade 1 
To ack A Man.a Reaſon of the Hope that is in him, 
—_ here, neither more nor leis than in other 
erms to demand why he is of ſuch a Religion; 
and upon what Ground he expects to be ſaved 
by it. And the Word Fear I take, in this place 
to be put not to ſignify the Fear of God, (aliho' 
it may well enough be underſtood in that Sence 
Alſo) and much leſs the Fear of ſuffering for Re- 
ligion, or a good Conſcience, (which St. Peter 
had juſt before forbid in the fourteenth Verſe, as 
our Saviour alſo has expreſly done, Mat. 10. 28.) 
but rather to be added as a farther Explication 
©: the Word Meekneſs; and to deno:c a Fear or 


Cau ion of offending or exaſperating the Perſon, 


ox Perſons, who at any time (hall put ſuch Que- 
ſtions or Demands to us, as my Text requires us 
to return an Anſwer to. 3 

S. II. From the Words thus opened And ex- 
plained, we may fairly draw theſe four Propo- 
ſitions. | » 

Firſt, That every Man ought to have ſome Reaſon 
for his being of tha: Religi n which he profeſſes. For 
how could 1: be poſhble for a Man to give an 
Anſwer to him that asks him a Reaſon of his Re- 
ligion, if he has not ficlt ſome Reaſon for it him- 


8 n 


Seconily, That the R:aſon upon which a M. 

on.1ds his R-ligion 0ught to be ſuch, as not only ſatiſ- 
|. himſelf, but alſo may be fi. and prop:r to convince 
any 0:her Perſon, who duly and impartially weighs and 
conſiders it. For it would be to no manner of 
* to offer any Reaſon for Religion (or in- 
deed for. any thing whatſoever)-it the Reaſon fo 
offered were not proper, in its own Nature, for 
the Conviction of ſuch as ſhould hearken to it. 

| | N : Thirdly, 
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Sen. by the Teft of Reaſor. 5 
Thirdly, That every Man, when he is thereunto 
duly called and required, ſhould be ready freely to 
give the Reaſon for bis being of ſuch a Religion, unto 
any one that demands it from bim: Or (in the 
Words of my Text) to give an Anſner lo every one 
who" asketh- a reaſon of the hipe that is in him, as 
the Apoltle here directs. 
And Fourthly and laltly, That this Reaſon ong ht 


' always to be given in ſo mill and meck a manner, as 


may not tend to exaſptrate, or give any juſt Ground of 
Off:n:e unto any one that ali it : Or ni.h Meekneps 
and Fear, as my Text expreſſcs it. 


That theſe four Propoſttons are contained in 


the Text, and juſtly raiſed from it, I take to be 
ſufficiently plain; 1 procecd now to offer what 
may be neceſfiry for the farther Confirmation of 
each of them in the order they lie; and then from 
the whole, ſhall endeavour to draw ſuch Iuſe- 
2 as appear to be molt proper and uſe- 
6; III. Firſt then, that every Man ought lo have 


fome Reaſon for his being of that Religion nhich he 


profeſſes. Nor is this any more than what is re- 
quired from us in divers places of the Holy Scri- 
pturee. St. Paul directs us firſt to prove ell things, 


and then ro hold faſt that which is good, 1 Theſ. 5. 


21. St. John gives us a Caution that we ſhould 
not believe every Spirit; but make uſe of our Un- 
derftanding, and whatever Helps God has fur- 


niſhed us with, to try the Sririts whether they are of 


God, 1 John'q4. 1. The Men of Berea are appro- 
ved of and commended, tor ſearching the Scriptures 
of the Old Teſtament, (whole Auttority they had 
before upon good Grounds 1eccived) whether thoſe 
things which St. Paul taught were ſo, Acts 17. 11. 
The tame Apoltle appeals to the common Reaſon 
of Man, when he ſays / Jpeat as to wiſe men, judge 
* 3 5 


6 Religion Tre! SAL 
3e-what I ſay, 1 Cor. 10. 15. And even our Sa- 
viour himſelf ſufficiently intimates, that every 
Man's own judgment, upon the belt Informatiou 
he can get, wutt be to him the immediate Ground 
and Rule of his Religion; when he condeſcends 
10 ſubmit even his own Miſſion and Doctrine to 


this Tryal: Tea. and u hy even of your ſelves judge 3e 


not what is right ? ſays he, Luke 12. 57. 

To theſe Paſſages of Holy Scripture many mare, 
il occaſion were, might be added; which, tho 
Bot all of them to directly and expfeſly, yet by 
the cleareſt and beſt Conſe quence, do confu m 
and illuſtrate the Truth of this firſt Propaſition. 
But if we have recourſe to the Reaſon ef the 
thing, it will ſet the Matter in a molt clear Light, 
and demonſtrate beyond Exception, the 7 
of that Man who takes bis Religion upon Truſt, 
or without ſuch Proof as may be ſuffi-ient to con- 
Ee aud fatisty bis own Mind of the Truth 
Ot It. 8 
In all Matters of great and ſerious Conſe- 
quence, no Man of common Prudence will pro- 
ceed to act blindly and at random; but will al- 
ways, to the beſt of his Power, firlt enquire into 
the Ground and Reaſon of what he is to do, 
before he ventures upon it. He that ſhould buy 
or ſell an Eſtate, build or pull down his Houſe, 
or change his Habitation from one Place or 
Country to another, and not know why or for 
what Reaſon he does any of theſe things, would 
by all be looked upon as guiliy of; very great 
Folly, becauſe upon ſuch things as theſe. the 
Comfort and Satisfaction of this preſent Life is 
ſuppoſed in a very great meaſure to depend: 
But what can be of greater, or ſo great Moment 
and Conſequence. to us, as Religion ? upon 
which altogether depends the Favour of on the 
ER | | eace 
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Sec TV. by the Te of Neaſon. 2 
Peace of our Conſcience, and obr eternal Wel- 
fare, or M ſery never to be retrieved. If then, 
cyen in the Affairs of this World, which are but 
oh an infer1 ur Concern to us, we always think: 
jt neceſſary to weigh our Actions, and have a 
Reafon for them, betore we venture upon Matters 
that are of any Importance; much more cer- 
tainly ought we to de the fame in the Cafe of 
Religion, the Concern whereot is no leis than 
eternal. | ; #4 
Farthermore, it is x Principle univerſally 
maintained: if not by all the World, yet ar 
lealt by all ſuch as profefs Chriſtianity; that. it 


God, in the Courſe of bis Providence, calls 4 


Man thereunto. he ought readily to ſuffer any 
Perſecution or Torment for the fake of his Reli- 
gion, and undergo ever Death it ſelf, if tliere be 
occaſion; rather than renounce or deny it: Bar 
he that ſhould ſuffer all this, and yet not know 
why or wherefore he did ſo, whatever Opinion 


we might have of his Courage, it is certain we 


ought to have but very little of his Wiſdom; and 
where à Man bas no ſufficient Reaſon for his 
Religion, it is not poſſible he ſhould have any. 
ſuch for his Suffering for it. | 


Ik then in a Buſineſs of the greateſt Concern, 


we ought by no means to act blindly and by 
chance, not knowing whether we are in the right 


er the wrong; and if upon occaſion we would. 
not ſuffer, like Fools, we know not why, it is no 


leſs than veceſſiry that eder) one of ns ſhould have 


eme good Reaſon for the Religion we profeſs ; which 


was my firſt Propoſition. 
§. IV. I proceed to the fecond, which wae, 


That the Reaſon upon Bhich a Man grounds his Reli- 


gion, ought to be ſuch, as not only ſarisfies himſelf, 


ale may be fir and 1 cenve nr any 
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8 _* Religion Tryed Sekt. IV. c 
410 Perſon who duly and impartialy weighs and con- 2 
ers it. | . 
It Religion were intended by God for a Secret, f 
of which when a Man had gotten the Knowledge, 
he were to keep it to himſelf and communicate it 1 
to no other Perſon ; then indeed if he were once in 
his own Mind and Underſtanding, fufficiently ſa- 
tie fiꝛd about it; it were no matter whether lis Rea- 
— ſons were known cr not known to the reſt of the 
World ; or what other Men did or might think of 
them: But the Caſe of Religion is quite o.herwile ; 
In which as all Men are univerſally concerned; fo 
is it the Deſign and Commard of God, that 
it ſhould every where be publickly taught and 
propagated amengſt all Mankind; that cvery Man, 
who will but give impartial Attention to it, may 
come to the Knowle. ge, and embrace the Profeſſion 
of it: For which end, as he Apoſties of Chi iſt were 
ſent abroad with Commiſſion and a Comma d to ä 
Preach the Goel to every Creature, Mark 16. 15, ſo 
has God appointed a perp-tual Order of Miniſters 
in the Church, for the conſtant carrying on of the 
ſame Work, to the end of the World, wherev.r 
they can gain Admittance ; beſides, the Obliga- 
tion that lyes upon Parents to brin 1 Children 
in the Nurture an Almonition of the L:rd, Eph. 
6. 4. that is to ſay, both in the Knowledge 
and Practice of Religun; and upon all Chnttians 
whatſocver to Edifie, 1 Theſſ. 5. 11. that is, in 
private Converſation, to inſtruct, admorith, and 
perſwade one another, ac.ording to their ſeveral 
Abilities and Opportunities : But if the Rea- 
ſons, upon which Religion is grounded, are not 
fit and proper in their Nature, to convince aud 
ſatiefy every Man, who without Prepoſſeſſion 
| or Prejudice attends unto them, the Propagation 
1 ol it throughcut the World, in the manner pre- 
g > 2 658 | ſcribed, 


La 


Seck. V. by the Teſt. of Renſor. 9 
ſcribed, would be a thing altogether impoſſible ; 
and therefore abſurd to be either commanded or 
intended. For whoſoever ſhould go about to per- 
* & ſwade other Men to believe Doctrines, obey Laws, 
regard Threatnings, or rely upon Promiſes, with- 
out offering them ſufficient Reaſon to convince - 
them of their Truth, Obligation, and Certainty ; - 
as in all probability, he would gain but very few. 
Proſelytes, ſo would he molt juſtly deferve with 
Scorn to be rejected by all Men of Sence and- | 
Underſtanding, It remains therefore that either | 
Religion is not to be propagated in the Way | 
- which God has directed, and is the only Methcd - 7 
1 that ſuits with rational Creatures; or elfe ihe Rea- 
ſons upon which it is grounded muſt be ſuch as art fit 


— EE Erb 


„ and proper, in their on Nature, to convince every 
YAM, who duly and impartially Weighs and Conſiders 1 
1 them: Which was my ſecond Propoſition, — 
e 5. V. I paſs on to the Third, which was this, 
That every an, when he is thereunto du! called 
and required, ſhould be ready freely to give the Reaſon 
5 for his being of Juch a Keligion, unto any one that | 
A demands it 2 im. 
-/ It is not indeed every Man's Buſineſs to diſput, 1 
oer maintain an Argument for his Religion: Dis. 
2 | putation is an Art, and requires long Study and j 
. much Practice, for a Man to become «kilful in it; | 
| and he that has even the belt Cauſe to manage, if 
may yet, if he be a S ranger to this Art, be eallly - j 
1 baffled by a cunning and ſophiſtical Adverſary; bi 
and the plaineſt Truths may be much injured by = 
l a weak and unpracticed Defender of them: Nor is 0 
” | every Man who may be fit to be. received into 9 
t | the Church of Chriſt, preſently to think bimſelf - ö 
4 qualified for doubrful Diſputations, Rom. 14.1, , An + = 
e honeſt Man, who with a very good Conſcience < 1 
n engages in a Law. Suit, altho he. is able toogives 
7 


i Yo Neigen Tel Seck V. 
to any impartial Man a fair and ſatisfactory Ac- 
1 count of the Juſtice of his Cauſe, yet may not be 
fit to plead it in the Court; and a ſincere Chri- 
tian who can give very good Reaſons for the 
Religion he profeſſes, may in like manner, be 
of as lictle Ability to difpute for it. 

Nor can it be the Duty even of the moſt learn- 
ed Men and able Diſputants, for ever to be 
wravgligg with ſuch as are contentious and ob- 
ftinate, and will not obey the Trath, Rom. 2. 8. 
altho* propoſed to them with ſuſhcient Evidence 
r their Conviction: - For this would be only to 
ftow their Time and TIO vain, which 
might be employed to better and more. uſeful 
Purpoſes. If an Heretick will not be reclaimed, 
even by repeated Inſtructions and Admonitions, 
he is to be rejected, Tit. 3. 10. At leaſt until 
ſuch time as there may appear to be ſome better 
hopes of him; and it was our Bleſſed Saviour's 
down Direction to his Apoſtles, that whereſoever 
men would not receive them, nor hear their words, 
they ſhould depart out of that houſe or city, and 
ſhake of 19: duFt of -rheir feet ſor a teſtimony again t 
them, Mat. 10. 14. Luke 9. 5. which was accord- 
ingly put in practice by St. Paul and Barnabas, 
Acts 13. 45, 51. whoſe Example being grounded 
on the expreſs Inſtruction of Chriſt himſelf, may 
certainly be followed by every Teacher or Preacher 
of the Goſpel, © 

But as every Man, however unable to 17 7 05 
much for Th „ yet ought to have ſome 
good Rea ſon for it, as I have already ſhewn ; ſo 
_  eught he to be ready to offer this Reaſon to auß 
one who demands it of him. And this he is ob- 
1800 to do, as well for the Credit and Reputation 

bis Religion, as out of Lore and Charity to 
the Soul of his Neighbour. © | I 
© As 
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As to the former of theſe; every Man in bis 
ſeveral Station, and according to his Capacity, 
ought certainly to endeayour to bring true Reli- 
gion as much into Repute as he can; and to 


aAlorn the doctrine of God onr Saviour in all things, 


Tit. 2. 10. This being the only way we have to 
advance the Honour of our Creator; for whoſe - 


Glory we ought above all things to be concerned. 


But what greater Dilcredit can there be brought 
upon Religion, than that they who profeſs it- 
ſhould be either unable or unwilling to give any 

jult Reaſon for their ſo doing? It makes it look. 
as if it were only a Device and Contrivance to 
impoſe upon the World, and had nathing-of- 
Truh and Reality in it; when they dare not 
fairly bring it to the Light that it may be mani-- 
Feſt that it comes from od, John 3. 21. But, on 
the other ſide, when they who own and profeſs : 


the true Religion, are ready upon all occaſions «. 


to give ſuch Reaſons for-1t, as do not only clearly 


and throughly ſatisfy themſelves, but are alſo · 


proper and fit to convince all other Men, that 


impartially give Ear unto them: This molt exi- 
dently demonfirates boch their own Sincerity- 


and alſo the Truth of that Religion which the' 
profeſs ; and conſequently frees it from all Suſpi- 
cion' of Impoſture, and advances its Reputation 
with all ſober and conſidering Men. # 
Then, as to the other thing mentioned, name 
ly, Love and Charity ; we are partly taught by. 
the Law of Nature, and more fully and diſtinct- 


ly by that of Chtiſtianity, that we ought to have 


- 


an univerſal Love for all Men; and conſequently - 
that we are obliged to do them all the Good 
which at any time reaſonably may lie within 
our power: Now the greateſt Good which one 
Man can do — that without any In- 
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convenience to himſelf, is to aſſiſt and promote 
bim in the n of eternal Happineſs; 
which is not any other way to be done, but by 
forwarding him in the Profeſſion and Practice of 
true Religion; to a due Senſe of which, it is not 

ible to bring a Man any other way, than by 
aying the Grounds and Reaſons, of it ſauly be- 
fore him: And however any one may be conf. i- 
ous to himſelf of the Weakneſs of his own Un- 


derſtanding, or . naunty to argue or diſpute 


much, even for iße Truth it felf; yet if with 
Honeſty and Sincerity he has firſt ſought for Satiſ- 


faction in Religion, and then. upon any fair oc- 


caſion propoſes to another what he himſelf is fo 
ſatisfied with, and this without betraying or in- 
Juring his Cauſe, by pretending to ſay more for 
it, than what he is qualified for; be knows not 
how great a Bleſſing, and what good Succeſs God 
may be pleaſed to give to his pious and chart- 
table Endeavours : Eſpecially if his Words are 
accompanied with that Aleetneſt and Gentleneſs, 


Which is one of the peculiar Marks of true Chri- 


ftianity. - 


. . VI. And this brings me to my fourth and 
' aſt Propoſition, namely, That this Reaſon (what- 
ever it be which is offered for Religion) ought al+ 


ways to be * in fo mild and meet 4 manner, 4s 
may not tend to exaſperate or give any juſt Ground of 
ence, unto any one that asks it. a 

It is a Fault, and I think a very great one, 
vrhich too many of all Parties and Perſwaſions are 
guilty of, that when once they differ in Opinion 
About Religion, they often are not content to 


debate the Matter with Sobriety and Calmneſs; 


but they frequently give reproachful Language, 
and run out into perfimal Reflections, with bitter 
c and 


| 
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St VI. by the Toft of Reaſon. 3 
harſh-Toſinuations, each agaiuſt the other; of 
which I wiſh the Writings of ſome learned Men 


_ of all Sides, were not too notorious an Inſtance : 
Who, while . appear zealous, each of them, 
thi 


for what they think to be the Truth, are often 
very 1 of the plain Obligations of Charity ; 
which ſurely is never the leſs due to a Man, for 
being of a different Opinion from us. But me- 
thinks that even Reaſon it ſelf, as well as my 
Text, ſhould teach us to proceed after another 
manner; that is to ſay, always to propoſe what- 
ever we have to offer in behalf of Religion, after 
ſo meek and gentle a way, as at leaſt not juſt- 
ly to provoke our Adverſaries to Paſſion, bow- 
ever obltinate they may be againſt Conviction. 
Wboſdever writes or ſpeaks in Defence of Re- 
ligion, his Deſign I ſuppoſe is, or at leaſt ought 
always to be, firſt to convince the Judgment, by 
enlightening the Underſtanding of thoſe to whom 
he applies himſelf; and having gained over the 
Judgment to the Acknowledgment of the Truthy 
then to influence the Will and Affections towards 


the Practice of it: Now, ag there is a decent 


Warmth, tempered with Gravity, that is very 
proper to rouze and awaken ſuch as ſeem to be 
ep- in Sin and Error, (of which we have more 
than once an Example in our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf, in his dealing with the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees) ſo if a Man goes beyond this, and eicher 
ſharpens, or rather ſours his Diſcourſe with Satyr 


and Mockery, or embitters it with Railing and 
Scurrxility; the natural Conſequencebere of wo. by 
in 


immediately to raiſe the Paſſion of thoſe who 


hemſelves thus uncharitably treated, and thereby 


to darken their Underſtanding, and render them 
ſo much the leſs capable of any ſober or rational 
Conviction ; which is directly contrary to the 
DP | very 
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very End and Deſign that in all Diſputes (about 


Religion eſpecially) every good Man ought to 
propoſe to himſelf, Whereas on the other hand, 
if Men on theſe occaſions would always take 
Care. to deliver themſelves with as much Calm- 
neſs and Moderation as the Caſe will bear, and 
never {ay any thing merely and on purpoſe on! 
to provoke and vex their Adverſaries; ſuch f 
Anſwers as thele (eſpecially if mutually-given) 
would not fail to t#rn away at leaſt ſome part of 
that Wrath, (Prov. 15. 1.) which now ſo ſtrangely 
revails between thoſe of different Opinions in 
cligion ; and RARELY diſpoſe them, much 
more than at preſent they ſeem to be, firſt for the 
diſcovering, and then for the embracing of what- 
ever ſhall appear to be a ſolid and real Truth: 
To which End and Purpoſe, the Admonition of 
St. Paul ought never to be forgotten by us, 2 Tim. 
2. 24. The ſervant of the Lord muſt not rive, but 
b: gentle unto all men; apt to teach; patient; in 
Feekneſs inftrufting thoſe who oppoſe themſelver, if 
God peradventure will give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of*the ö | 

And thus have I done with the four Propo- 
fitions, which from my Text 1 laid down to be 
handled. Let us fee now what proper and uſeſul 
Inferences may be drawn from them. 

6. VII. Fir#t then, from what has been ſaid 
it will follow, That Reaſon is always to be made aſe 
of in Matters of Religion. | 
True indeed it is, that our Reaſon alone, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Revelation, could never have 
dived into the myſterious Recef} 


nor muſt we pretend, by the utmoſt Improvement 
of it, to be able fully to comprehend even thoſe 
things which God has been pleaſed to reveal to 
us; for as yet we know but in per, and Ke but as 
| 8 through 
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13. 12. But notwithitanding this, as ourReaſon 


is a neceflary means to bring us to Religion, by en- 


abling us to receive all ſuch Proof as can be made 
of it; ſo is it no leſs need ful for the right Under- 
ſtanding both of its Doctrines and Precepts, and 
the drawing of uſeful Conſequences from them. 
How does St. Paul reaſon with the Athenians con- 
cerning the Nature of God, and the Worſhip that 
is due to him? and when Felix ſent for him, and 
heard him concerning the Faith in Chriſt, he reaſoned 
of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Judgement to come: 
Acts 17. 22, &c. How does our blefled Saviour 

rove againſt the Sadducees, the Certainty of a 

ture State, and the Reſurrection from the Dead, 
by a rational Deduction of Conſequences from the 
Words of God unto Moſes; for it Abraham, 1ſaar 
and Facob were utterly diffolved, and in a fate 
of Inſenſibility, from whence they were never to 
return, (as the Sadducees ſuppoſed) How could 
God at that very time, with the leaſt congru- 
ny of Speech, be ſaid to be their God? and (to 
omit numberleſs Inftances of moſt accurate rea- 
ſoning that occur throughout the Holy Scriptures) 
How is it poſſible for a Man to have fuch Reafon 
for his Religion, as may not only ſatisfy himſelf, 
but allo be ſufficient to convince others of the Truth 


of it; (as I have ſhewn from my Text that every ' 


Chrittian is obliged to have) if in the whole _ 
cedure, and every part of it he be not allowed to 
make a ſober aſe of his rational Faculties ? For 
when a Man ſhall ask us a Reaſon why we believe 
and rely upon ſuch and ſuch Principles of our Re- 
ligion, iu order to our Salvation; if the Anſwer 


we return be not agreeable to the plain and al- 
lowed Rules of Reaſon, it mult needs be imperti- 


nent and wide from the Purpoſe. = 


-- 


through” a Glaſs darkly, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 1 Cr. 


16 Neligion ed Sect. VIII. 
In a Word, I would deſire all thoſe who ſeem © 
to diſcountenance the uſe of Reaſon in matters 
of Religion, only to conſider that Reaſon is no- 
thing elſe but rightly to apprehend what is pro- 
m_ to our Underſtanding, as far as is is ſo pro- f 
poſed, truly to judge of what we ſo apprehend; f 
and th apap to draw wer rh from ſach 
Principles as have rightly peſſeſſed themſelves -f 
our Judgment; and as far as any Man does 
theſe three things, ſo far beyond diſpute he makes | 
ule of his Reaſon : And will any Man fay that he 
does not conſtantly do all theſe in Matters of | 
Religion? For if he does not, then either he ap- 
prehends not at all, or elſe miſapprehends what | 
God has propoſed to bim; he judges not at all, | 
or elſe frames a wrong Judgment concerning ſuch | 
things, and draws no Conſequences at all, or elfe 
ſuch as are falſe and abſurd from them. The | 
monſtrous Abſurdity of which three things is fo | 
great, that no Man in his Wits, fare will either | 
defend or countenance them. | 
5. VIII. Secondly, From bence it appears, 
hom great an Abſurdity they are 2 of, who ground 
their Religion «pon no better Foundation than only 
that it was the Profeſſion of their Parents or Anceſtors, 
that they have been educated in it, or that it is the 
Religion of their Kindred or Country. 
Ask many of the Roman Catholicks of this 
Kingdom of Vreland, why they adhere to a Reli- 
gion, that has ſo many Errors and even groſs 
Abſurdities in it; and that with ſo much Obſti- 
nacy, that they will not ſo much as liſten, or 
vive attention to better Information ; and this 
is the Anſwer which commonly they will give 
you, that all their Forefathers, for many Gene- 
rations, have been of this Perſwaſion; and this 
is the, Religion of their beft Friends and Rela- 
5 | TT 
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tions, and generally of all their Countrymen 
and therefore why ſhould not they be of ut ? And 
tho” Proteſtants, who have ſufficient Opportuni- 
ties cf more and better Knowledge, ought there- 
fore to be furniſhed with a more ſa:r-factory 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in them, yet I fear there 
are 100 many even of this Profeſſion, that can 
give little other Account why they are fo, but 
only that their Parents or Friends have brought 
them up in it; but he who has no better Greuud 
than this for his Religion, molt certainly places 
it upon a very falſe and decenful Foundation. 
For whatever Opinion he himfelf may bave ot 
the Jedgmert and Integrity of thoſe Perſons up- 
on whoſe Credit alone he fo much re ies; yet | 
have ſhewn that the Reaſon which every Man 
ſhoul have for his Religion, not only ought to 
be ſuch as may fully ſatisfy kimſclf, but minſt be fit 
and proper to convince others alſo; whereas ſuch 
Pretences as theſe, may as firongly be pleaded 
ſor any falſe Religion as for the true one; for a 
Heathen in China, or a Mahometan in Turky al- 
together as plauſibly as for any ſort of Chriſtian 
in any part of Europe; and therefore can by no 
means be proper or effectual, to perſwade any 
ſober Man of the Truth cf any Religion whatſo- 
erer. 

§. IX. Thirdly, It alſo follows, that thy 
who are called Quakers are in 4 very great Error; 
who ground their Keligion up.n a pretended immediate 
Revelation, made (as they alledge) unto them ſelvei 
in particular, by the Spirit of God. | | 

They affirm, That the Teſtimony of the Spirit 
is that alone by which the true Knowledge of God, 
can be only revealed. Theſe Divine inward Reve- 
[ations, they make abſolutely neceſſary for the build- 
ing up of true Faith; nor are they (ſay they) 7 5 
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18 © Religion Tried S&A.NX. 
Jubjefted to the Examination cither of the "outward 
Teſtimony of the Scr. ptures, or the natural Reaſon of 
Man, as to a more noble or certain Rule or Much 
fone ; For this Divine Revelation and inward Illn- 
ninaiion, is that which is evident andTlear of it ſelf 
forcing by its own Evidence and Cleariieſs, the we 
diſpoſed- Underſtanding to afſent, irref6;tably moving 
the ſame thertunto ; As their ableſt Writer Robert 
Barclay tells us *. | 

It 1s no part of my preſent Deſign to diſpute 
with theſe Men, what other Criterion, beſides 
Reaſon and Scrip:ure, they can have to ſatisfy 
themſelves, that what they call a Divine immediate 
Revelation is really ſuch; and not a ſtrong im- 
pulle only of their own warm Imagination, or 
ſometimes even of Satan kin:ſelf, who (as St. Paul 
aſſures us 2 Gor. 11. 14) is transformed into an an- 
gel of light. But taking it as for granted that 
they have all imaginable Aſſurance of this within 
themſelves, yer {till 1 demand how; and upon 
what good Ground, can they convince another 
of the Truth and Reality of what they thus pre- 
tended to ? * 

That Reaſon is a Light to every Man; that by 
a ſober uſe of it, we ate enabled to receive the 
ſolid Proofs that are brought for Revealed Re- 
ligion, and (as far as is neceſſary) to underſtand 
the Doctrine and Precepts of it; that God, by 
the Grace and Aſſiſtance of bis Holy Spirit, is 
pleaſed farther to open the Heart add Underſtand- 


g of Men (As 16. 14. Lale 24. 45.) that they 


altend unto the things of Religion, and underſtand 
the Scriptures wherein they are contained: And, 
laſtly, that it is in his Power, by immediate Reve- 
lation, at any time to communicate any Truth to 

N _- whom» 
— wha od — 


* Barclay*s 4pol. Prop. 2. 
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granted. But if any Man ſhall go beyond all 
this, and ſet up ſuch a Kevelation, immediately 
made to himſelf, as the Ground and Foundation of 
bis Religion; be ought to be able (as I have al- 
ready | to give ſuch fufhcient and ſatiſ- 
factory Proof thereof, as may convince others of 


its Truth and Reality: For if ſuch Revelation is 


once to be allowed, without any other Proof than 
the Aſſertion of thole who pretend to it; they 
may run into all the whimſical Extravagancies, 
and advance the moſt horrid Blaſphemies imagi- 
nable; and who ſhall dare controul or contradict 
them in what they do by Divine Revelation? Or 
if ſuch a Revelation pretended to by one Man, 
{ſhall be oppoſed by the like Revelation, with as 
much Confidence pretended to by another ; How 
ſhall we know who is in the Right and who in 
the Wrong, except ſome outward Proof be given, 
— other Men as well as themſelves, may be 
enabled to diſtinguiſh between a Revelation and 
a Deluſion ? | 


All the Revelations of Religion, that God has 


hitherto been pleaſed to make to Mankind, have 
(partly by Miracles, and partly by other Acts of 
his Providence) been ſufficiently atieſted; not on- 
ly inwardly to thoſe who immediately received 
them, but alſo ont y to every one who would 
make an impartial Enquiry into the Truth of 
them: Nor did our Saviour himſelf * expect that 


Credit ſhould be given even to bis own Divine 


Miſſion and Revelation, upon any other Terms. 
Some ſufficient cutward Proof then we require of 
thoſe inward Revclations which theſe Men pre- 
tend to; which until they ſhall give, and that in 
A 8 


— — — 
* Luke 7. 22. ark 16. 17. 
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whomſoever he thinks fit : All this, I ſay, is freely 


20 Religion Trzed Sect. X. 
a very ſatisfaftory manner, we cannot but con- 
clude that the very Foundation, upon which they 
buikl their whole Religion, is altogether deceit- 
ful and dcluſive, however ſpecioully they have 
cen: rired the Superſtrudure, to make it look fair 
and plauſible to the World. 4 95 | 
5. X. Foarthly, Another Conſequence, no leſs 
faiily deducible from the Premiſſes, I take to be 
that they .:re altogether in an Error, who build 
their Faith entirely #pon the Gedit and Authority of 
the Church of Rome. | 2 5. FF 
To ſet this Matter in a true and clear Light, 
Jet us _— the Quelizon to be put to a ſober 
Papill, Why he believes that Syſtem of Doctrines 
which make up the Religion of that Church, 
and conſequenily why he hopes to be ſaved in 
that Belief ? and the Anſwer he will give you is 
this, That the immediate Reaſon of his Belief, is 
the Authority of Gud, ha has made theſe Do- 
ctrines known to Mankind. If you demand, What 
Aſſurance he has that God has made theſe Do- 


Arines known? he will tell you he is ſure of it, 


becauſe he finds them taught as Divine Truths, 


and propoſed as Objects of Faith by the Church. 


And if you farther ask, How he knows that that 
Society of Men, who live in Communion with 
the Pope or Biſhop of Rome, conſtitutes and makes 
up the Church? all the Anſwer he can poſſibly 
give you to this Queſtion, mutt of neceſſity be 
reſolved into this, That he.is certain it is the true 
Church, becauſe it makes Profeflion of the true 
Faith *. For whatever Notes or Marks of the 
Church they pretend to reckon up, there are but 
three Things that go to make up the non Ef- 
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ſence, and complete the Definition of it ; name- 
ly, Furſt, The Profcſſiow of the true Faith. Secondly, 
The Participation of the Sacraments, And, Thirdly, 
A dus Subjection to lawful Paſtors. The two laſt 
of which ( according to themſelyes) are cither 
Parts, or at og inſeparable Conſequences of the 
firſt; it being always reckoned amongſt them as 
a matter of Faith, to believe the Number, Na- 
ture and Neceſſity of their Sacraments ; and to 
own the Power and Authority of the Pope, and 
other Paftors, that, according to the Laws of their 
their Church, are in Subordination to him. 

Thus then the Matter ſtands: A Papilt believes 
his Faith and Religion to be true, becauſe. it is 
revealed by God: That it is revealed by God, he 
believes becauſe he finds it profeſſed and taught b 
the true Church: And that this ſame Society o 


Men which he means doth make up and conſtitute. 


the true Church, he alſo believes for this Reaſon, 
becauſe they profeſs and maintain the true Faith 


and Religion ; and ſo proves the firſt thing by 


the ſecond ; the ſecond by the third, and the 
third by the firſt again: Which is a way of ar- 
ing that the Logicians call a Circle, and is juſt- 


iy exploded by all Men of the leaſt Senſe and Un- 
erſtanding. | 


Since then (as I have ſhewn) every Man ought 


to have ſome good Reaſon for his Religion, which 
may be fit and proper not only to ſatisfy himſelf, 


but alſo to convince others; and ſince this way of 


rea ſoning in a Circle cannot poſſibly afford any 


true Conviction or Satisfaction to any Man; it 


follows that they who have no better ſupport than 


this for their Religion, do certainly build it upon 


a falſe Foundation: 
5. XI. Fifthly, From what has been ſaid, it 
may be farther. interred againſt the Churſt of Rome; 


| 
L 
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| 
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that, however neceſſary it may be frequently to 
admonith all Sorts of Men, that they be very cau- 
tious and ſober in all the Interpretations which 
at any time L .. put upon the Word of God, or 

any Part or A of it; yer it it not lawful to 
binder any Man, whether learned or unlearned, from 
reading, or hearing the Holy Scriptures read, in ſuch 
a Language as he Underſtands. For ſince every 
Man ought to have ſome good Reaſon that he 
may ſatisfy his Conſcience of the Truth of that 

Profeſſion, in and by which he hopes to be ſaved, 
and therefore muſt not take his Religion upon 
Truſt on the Credit of any Man, or Church what-. 
{oever-; but is bound to make the beſt uſe he can 
of that Underſtanding that God has given him 
in the ſearch of it; (as I think has already been 
ſufficiently proved) it will follow that no man 
ought to be debarred from the uſe of any Means 
that he ſhall think neceflary or proper to make 
uſe of in an Enquiry of ſuch vaſt Importance to 
him; every Man indeed is bound in Charity (as J 
he has Ability and 8 for it) to adviſe 1 
and admoniſh his Neigbbour the beſt he can, ſor th 
his Soul's good : Nor do I doubt but that, in 
ſome Cafes, human Laws may juſtiy be enacted J. 
by proper Penalties, to reſtrain Men from teaching, 
or propagating ſome ſort of Opinions ot Doctrines : Þ 
But if a Man gives ſufficient Security that he will 
not diſturb or corrupt the Publick with his private C 
Thoughts or Errors, and deſires no more but that I 
he may not be hindred from finding out the ſureſt 
way he can for himſelfto goto Heaven; who has 87 
any Warrant or Authority from God by force to 


— 


mo ov »y. th, + hn ee 


- reſtrain or thwart him in ſuch a Relolution, _ 2 
Let us then ſuppoſe the very worſt; which is — 


that ignorant Men will not ofteritimes be content , 
| to dwell upon thoſe Paſlages of Holy he” 10 
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that are moſt plain as well as inſttuctive; but are 
curious and prying into the moſt obſcure parts of 
it: Which (notw¾ithſtanding all the Caution and 
Advice that is given them by their Teachers) ma- 
ny of them will miſinterpret; and wref not only 
them, but the other Scriptures alſo to their own De- 
fraction, 2 Pet. 3. 16. Let us ſuppoſe all this, I 
ſay, and then conſider hat will follow. 
Becauſe many ignorant Men will probably 
make an ill uſe of the very Means of Inſtruction 
that God in his Providence has provided for all 
Mankind, and expoſed indifferently to the View 
and Liſe of all that will have recourſe thereto; 
does this give ſufficient Authority to the Gover- 
nours of any Church, under fevere Penalties, to 
withold theſe Means from «ll that are of that ſort; 
and thereby to keep them, moſt certainly, in great- 
er Ignorance than otherwiſe they would be? 
I (for Example) am a Man of little Knowledge, 
and a {lender Capacity; yet ſenſible of the Obliga- 
tion that lies upon me to ſeek for what Inſtruction 
I can in Religion, in order to my eternal Salvation, 
I am (ſuppoſe) in a good meaſure convinced that 
that Religion which was taught by Jeſus Chritt 
and his Apolſ les, is the true Religion; but (amongſt 
the many Diſputes that are in the World) am at 
a loſs to know what are the genuine Doctrines of 
Faith, and Rules of Life that go to make up the 
whole Syſtem of it; now all who call themſelves 
Chriſtians being agreed in this, that the Holy - 
Scriptures, if rightly underſtood, would give me 
great (and, as ſome hold, full and ſufficient) In- 
formation in hat 1 defire to learn; I would 
willingly ſet my ſelf to read, and ſtudy them the 
beſt 1 can, in my own Mother Tongue, into 
which J underſtand they have been ſeveral times 
tranſlated. No, fay the Divines of the _— 


- 
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of Rome, you are an wnlearned Man; and there- 
fore in all probability will very much miſintec: 
pret the Holy Scriptures. But have not very 
many learned Men alſo moſt prolly miſinterpreted 
theſe ſacred Writings? And why then ſhould 
fuch as they be permitted” to read them ? But 
what ether and better way mult I take, to be 
well convinced and-ſadgficd touching the genuine 
Doctrines and Precepty*ot Chriftianity? Why, 
ſay they, rely upon the Authority of the Church. 
But 1 E juſt now ſhewn that they are altoge- 
ther in an Error, who build their Faith upon the 
Credit and Authority of the Church of Nome; 
and the ſame Reaſon would hold as well againſt 
any other Church, that in this manner ſhoull 
attempt to impoſe a Religion upon me: Neither 
am I in this Matter to depend upon the Credit 
of my Parents, Kinsfolks, or Country ; but muſt 
bave ſome better Ground of ſatisfying my Con- 
ſcience, as I have already proved: And what 
better Ground of Satisfaction in this Caſe I can 
Have, than to ſearch and enquire the beſt I can 
into the true Meaning of ſo much of the Holy 
Scriptures, as I am able, with what Helps are in 
my Power, to attain unto, I confeſs 1s beyond 
my Conception or Imagination. 
1 therefore conclude, That no Man ought to be 
debarred from reading or ſtudying the beſt he can, 
the Holy Scripiures in any Language that he 
underſtands, I grant that he may err in the 
Interpretation of them; aud if his Error be ocea- | 
fioned by any fault of his own, it is only at his 
own peril; if not, I cannot but think that Gd, 
who is gracious, will be merciſul to him on that 
account: But if not content to enjoy the Free- | 
| 


dom of his own Conſcience, he endeavours to 


propagate his falſc Opinions, and thereby is the 
5 e SQAauſe 
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Cauſe. of Difturbance in the World; there ma 
be proper and legal ways of reſtraining. an 
uniſhing of him, according to the Nature and 
emerit-of his Crime. 0 nn 
St. Peter, we find, was very well aware that 
they who were not only anlearned, but alſo an- 
Fable, were very apt to wreſt not only the difficult 
Paſſages in St. Paul's Epiſtles, but alſo the other 
Scriptures, unto their own deſtruction, 2 Pet. 3. 16. 
Now if the Conſequence from hence were, that 
therefore ſuch Perſons ſhould not read the Scri- 
res at all, I cannot but think that he would 
ave given ſome Intimation of a matter of ſo 
great Importance : Whereas the only Inference 
which he draws in the Wi Words, is, that 
Men ſhould be cautious, (and that at their own 
peril) what Doctrines or Sentiments they enter- 
tains N therefore beloved (ſays he) ſering ye know 
theſe things before, beware leſt ye alſo being led awa 
72 65 my of the wicked, full from your own Hed 
aftneſs, ch. 17. 8 
And if it de 2 good Argument that anlearned 
Men ought not to ſtudy the Scriptures, becauſe we 
find that they often miſunderſtand them; whereby 
they can do little Hurt, but only to themſelves 
alone, it will hold much better againſt thoſe that 
e | are learned: Experience having abundantly af- 
„ F ſured us, that many of them have not only miſ- 
e || interpreted the Text, but alſo by their Art and 
e Eloquence, often drawn away multitudes of People 
- | to embrace their Errors. oe . 
8 S. XII. Sixihly, (and that I may now. at laſt 
„ come Home to ourſelves) From what has been 
t | aid it will appear, how happy we of the Eſta- 
- bliſhed Church are (or may be, if the Fault be 
0 not our own) not only in that every one amongſt 
e us has full and free n to make all the En- 


quuy 


S ww FTP TD FT ew pan e SS © 


„ 4 Ko owe > 1 


z 


ond ww wo OY 


* 

7 
Fad &. 

* = 
- * 

4 9 

= 
n 


© Religion Tryed Seck. XII. 
uiry he can into the Grounds and Reaſons of his 
eligion; but alſo, and chiefly, that there is no 
part ef our Religion, nor any thing by our 

Church required from any Member of it, but 
wHl fairly and fully bear the Teſt of the moſt 
rational Diſquifition ; ſo that every Man of us, 


that wall but be at a little pains to make the En- 


>: vant may very ſoon not only ſatisfy his own 
nſcience why be is and ought to be of our 
| Communion, but alſo be able (as my Text re- 
gnires) to give a ſufficient Anſwer to every other 
4 that artet h him a Reaſon of the Hope that is 
in Him. " n f 
And becauſe this is a matter of very great Im- 
Portance to us all, I ſhall ſpend the remaining 


Part of this Diſcourſe in ſhewing upon what. 


tid and ſatisfactory Grounds it is, thit we ex- 
eternal Salvation, in the Profeſfon and 
ractice of that Religion which by Law is Efta- 
bliſhed amongſt ns; and that in ſuch a manner, 
as 1 think may abundantly convince every Man 
that is ſober and impartial in this Enquiry; In 
order whereunto it is moſt proper to obſerve, that 
if any Man ask why we'hope to be ſaved in pur 
urch and Religion; his Demand will in effect 
include theſe four Queſtions. 15 


Firſt, Why we are of any Religion at all, and 


mot either downright Atheiſte, who deny the very 
Being of God; or Epicureant, whole: Principles 
lay no Foundation for any Worſhip to be paid 
to him ? g | A INK 

Secondly, Why we embrace the 'Chriftian Reli- 
gion, and are neither Fews, Mahometans, nor 
 Heathens? ene e : 

Thirdly, Whereas the grand Diviſion of Chri- 


ſtians, in theſe Paris of the World, is into thoſe 
of the Church of Rome, and thoſe of the Reformed 
3 Ox 
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or Proteſtant Church ; Why we are Proteflants and 
not Papiſts; of the Reformed rather than the Roman 
Religion? f 4 j 
Fourthiy and laſtly, Since there are ſome Divi- 
ſions even amongſt Proteſtants themſelves, it may 
reaſonably be required that we ſhould ſhew, 
why we are Proteſtants of our Efabliſhed Church, 
2 * of any Party that diſſents or divides from 
er 

To which four Queſtions if we return ſuch 
plain and ſolid Anſwers, as may eaſily be under- 
fiood, and are ſufficient to give full Satisfaction 
to every Man of common Senſe and Underſtand- 
ing; nothing I think will be wanting for thezfull 
Performance of what I have ſhewn my Test re- 
quires from every Chriſtian: And altho' to do 
any tolerable Juſtice to each of theſe Points, would 


require rather a Volume than only a part of a 


ſhort Diſcourſe, yet, ſuch is the native Light of 
Truth, that I doubt not, with God's Bleſſing, 
but by briefly propoſing ſome of the chief Heads 
or Topicks of what has often been, and may 
much more largely be {aid upon them, I ſhall 
either give good Satisfaction to every reaſonable 
Man, or at leaſt put him in the way of farther 
ſatisfying himſelf, if he will but be at the pains 
of a ſober and diligent Enquiry into the mat- 


ter. 

S. XIII. Firſt then we are to conſider why 
we are of any Religion at all, and not Athei?; or 
Epicureans. 2 "4 
' However difficult the very Notion of Erernity 


- 


may appeat to our finite and narrow Under- 


ſtanding, yet is it plain, even to Demouſtration, 
that of neceſſity there mult be an eternal Being 
which never had a beginning. For if we co 
ſuppoſe but one ſingle ly in which nothing 
TY 2 at 
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at all did exiſt; ſince from no Cauſe no Effect 
can follow, the Conſequence unavoĩdably muſt 
be, that nothing could ever be produced into E- 
iſtence. It follows then, that either the World it 
ſelf muſt be eternal, or elſe, that there is ſome 
eternal, original Cauſe of it. | 


I grant indeed that whichſoever of theſe Opi- 


mions we hold, we are equally attended with this 
difficulty, That the Underſtanding of Man being 
finite and limited, cannot frame a clear and compre- 
henſrve Notion of (Eternity, which ©] a Thing un- 
limited and infinite: And yet notwilhſtanding this, 
That either the World is eternal, or that there is 
ſome eternal Cauſe of it, is, as I have thewn, no 
leis than demonftrable : One fide or other of the 
Disjunction mult of neceſſity be taken; and a 
Difficulty that <qually preſſes upon both Paits, 
canuot juſtly be made an Argument. againſt 
either. A prudent Man therefore ought to look 
ſarther, and throughly conſider what Difficulties 
amore there may be, which ariſe upon one ſide of 
the Queſtion, but are fairly ayoided on the other ; 
and where he finds the leaſt and the feweſt, there 
he will fix and determine his judgment. 

As to the Eternity of the World, take it which 
way you will, it involves ſuch Difficulties or ra- 
ther Abſurdities, as are neither to be avorded nor 
digeſte. 1 1 
If you ſay that the Matter of the World, ha- 
ving for numberleſs Ages lain quiet and altoge- 
ther without Motion, at laſt began to move: It 


is abſurd to imagine that Aatter (which of it ſelf I 


is ſuppoſed to be an inert and unactive Being) 
after having lain from all Eternity in an univer- 
ſal State of Quiet and Non-mokion, fhould at 
laſt, without any other efficient Cauſe but it ſelf, 
paſs into a State of Motion and Activity, © 
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Sect. XIE By the Teſt of Reaſor. 2G 
I you ſay that the Motion of Matter was eter- 
nal, and that by continual Motion it at laſt,. 
without any Contriver but meer Chance, fell of it 
ſelf into that regular Order, which for ſo many 
Yeats it bas been found exactly and uniformly to- 
have kept, (to ſay nothing of the great Abſurdity 
of aſcribing an eternal Property to Matter, [viz. 
Motion] which by all is allowed not to be n- 
ral or eſſential to it) this is altogether as fooliſh as 
to imagine, that a great quantity of Braſs and 
Tron being melted together 1n a Cauldron, and: 
violently ſtirred about, ſhould, in proceſs of time, 
frame it ſelf into Springs, Wheels, &c. and put 
it ſelf together into a moſt curious Clock, with 
all imaginable Variety as well as Regularity of 
Motions, and of it ſelf ſhould go for above five 
thouſand Years, without ever erring ſo much as 
one ſingle Minute, or any the leaſt appearance. 
mat ever it is like to be out of order: Or, that a 
blind Man, who knew nothing of Letters, nor 
underſtood a Word of Greek, * by often 
moving a Pen at random upon Paper, at laſt 
write ſuch a Poem as Homer's Hiads, without 
making a falſe Quantity or miſplacing ſo much 
as an Accent. «7%: . Fs +4 8's 
Or, laſtly, If you ſhall ſay that the World, in 
the ſame Manner and Poſture that now it exiſts, 
* T has always and for ever been: Since unthin ting 
Neceſſity is altogether as blind as Chance it felt; 
the ſame Abſurdity that I have laſt repreſented to 
overthrow the Opinion of the World's being made 
Ic by Chance, will here again take place; and may 
as effectually be urged, as it was in the other 
2) | Caſe. And belides this, the Eternity of the 
World this way ſtated, neceſſarily implies an 
eternal Succeſſton of each particular kind of Ani- 
mals aud Vegetables, as well as of Days and 
5 enn, Tears; 
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30 © "Religion Tryed Sect. XIII. 
Years; and ſuch an eternal Succeſſion, as neceſ- 
_ farily itplies 4 number actually infinite : For if 

(for Example) there has bcen an eternal Succeſ- 
ſion of Men in the World; the number of all thoſe 
who have been alive and are now dead, taken 
together, muſt be Actually — 51 And yet an 


eternal Succeſſion of Things without any beginning, 


ox a number actually infinite, is to me as plain and 
palpable a Contradiction, as any that can be 
imagined: There being no number whatever, but 
what by the acceſſion of more Particulars, may 
become auser; and more Days and Nights ha- 
ving paſſed; and more Men been born into and 
dyed out of the World by this time, than what 
had been a Year or two agone: Nor can we 
imagine, but whatſoever has had an end, (as all 


the paſt Generations of Men have had, and this 


mult ſoon have) muſt of neceſſity alſo have had a 
. oe 
i nele things being duly conſidered, I cannot 
imagine how the Eternity of the World can in 
any fence be aliowed di or add. Let us 
then to the other part of the Disjunction, and ſee 
whether the ſame Difficulties, or any that are 
equal to thein, do ariſe upon this allo. | 
They who aſſert, That this World had à begin- 


ning, but that there is an eternal original Cauſe of 


it; do maintain, That as this Cauſe is an intelli- 
gent Being, ſo is it altogether unchangeable, and 
in its very nature uncapable of any Alteration or 
Succeſſion, Whatſoever therefore it willed or de- 
creed, it did it from all Eternity, altho the out- 
ward viſible Effect of fuch Will or Decree might 
be of ſuch a nature, as to be uncapable of being 
eternal, and conſequently muſt have a beginning 
ol its actual Exiſtence, Now here again we meet 
that common Difficulty which I firſt mentioned; 
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Sect. XIII. by the Teſt of Reaſon. 2» 
vid. That the an of Man being finite 
and limited, cannot frame a clear and comprehenſive 
Notion of Eternity, which is] 4 Thing unlimited 
and infinite. But this Dithculty being (as 1 have 
already ſaid) to be wholly laid aſide, becauſe it 
equally preſſes upon both Parts of the Disjunction, 
there is none other that arifes or occurs, to be 
made an Objection againſt the Doctrine. : 

A ſpontaneous beginning of Motion in an eter- 
nal, unaltive Being; eternal Motion, and yet not 
natural or eſſential to the thing moved; the moſt 
curious and regular Contrivance, and yet to be the 
Effect of blind Chance or fatal Neceſſity, which 1s. 
equally blind ; eternal Succeſſion without 4 begin- 
ning; à number attually infinite All theſe, I ſay, 
which affect one {ide ot the Queſtion only, are 
moſt groſs and manifeſt Abſurdities. But the 
eternal Exiſtence of an immutable Being, without any 
manner of Change or Succeſſion, which is the only 
Objection againſt the other fide, has no other 


- Difficulty in it, but what equally preſſes upon 


both Parts; viz. That the very Nocion of Eternity, 
it too big for the human Underſtanding. 

Add to all this, that not only the Hiſtory writ-- 
ten by Moſes, but all others that trace things: 
backward to the moſt remote Antiquity ; do una- 
nimouſly concur in ſuch an Account of the 
Original of Nations, and the gradual Plantation 


of the ſeveral Parts of the Earth, (ſome of which, 


tho commodiouſly capable of Inhabitants, are 


yet to this Day uninhabited) as plainly ſhews, 
that the Tradition univerſally received among. 
Mankind was always this, That the World was 


not eternal, but had a beginning. | 
But becauſe ſome Men are obſtinate, in ad- 


-hering to an Opinion which they have once entetr=- 


tained, whatever. Arguments are, or may be 


C 4 brought: 
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32 Religion Tryed Sect. XIII. 
brought againſt it; let us ſuppoſe (notwitliſtand- 
ing all that has been ſaid) that the World might 
poſſibly have been from all Eternity: Yet ſtill, if 
both in the whole, and every particular part of 
it, there appears to be all the Deſign and Contri- 
wance that can well be imagined, it muſt of ne- 


ceſſity follow that there is ſome eternal Contriver, / 


which in Nature, if not in Order of Time, is the 
original and firſt Cauſe of it : It being (as I have 
already ſaid) equally abſurd to imagine, that the 
moſt exact and regular Deſign and Contrivance, 
ſhould be the effect either of bliad Chance, or #n- 
thinking fatal Neceſſity. | 

And if this ſame fir and original Cauſe can, 
beyond all Exception, be proved to be molt 


werful, wiſe and good; then the being of a 


God is clearly and fully demonſtrated. 
Let us then but take a View of the Structure of 
the Univerſe, as far as it is or may be the Object 
of our Senſe, or Knowledge; let us conſider all 
the ſeveral Parts, that go to make up the whole 
Compolition'; together with their various Opera» 
tions, Motions, and mutual Relations one to 
another; the Sun, the Moon, the Stars and Pla- 
nets, which in a due meaſure ſhed their comfort- 
able Light, Heat and Influence, upon us and our 
Habitation here below ; and by the conſtant Re- 
gularity of their Motions, diſtinguiſn and mark 
out unto us the Day for Labour, the Night for 
Reſt, and the ſeveral Seaſons of the Year for the 
Production, Ripening and Gathering in the Fruits 
of the Earth ; without which it were impoſlible, 
by the Courſe of Nature, that living Creatures 


ſhould ſubſiſt; the Fire, the Air, the Earth, the 


Water; the Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea; the 
Dew, the Rain, the Fountains and Rivers; the 


great Variety of Trees, Herbs, and all ſorts of 


Fruits 
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Fruits and Vegetables, which the Earth err 
and propagates; ſome for Food, ſome for Medi- 
cine, and ſome tor Delight: All the ſeveral ſorts 
of Animals in the Earth, and the Water; with 
the admirable Structure of their ſeveral Bodies, 
according to the Place or, Element wherein they 
have their different Abode or Habitation; and the 


Rea lon. 


- ſeveral. Senſes and yarious Inſtincts implanted in 


them, whereby they are enabled to preſerve them- 
ſelves, and alſo continue their paper and re- 
ſpective Kinds or Species: And laflly Man, the 
Lord of this inſeriour World; his Body framed in 
a wonderful manner, and his Mind endowed 
with the noble Powers and Faculties of Under- 
ſanding, Will, and Memory, far beyond any 


other earthly Creature whatſoever : Whereby he 


is enabled to diſtinguiſn between not only ſen- 


ſible, but alſo rational Good and Evil, to purſue 


the one and avoid the other; and not only each 
Man to preſerre and provide for himſelf, but alſo 
in ſome meaſure to promote the general Comfort 
and Happineſs: of all Mankind. Let us, I ſay, 
througbly conſider all theſe things, and farther 
tubdivide them into as many Particulars, as our 


on Thoughts and Obſervation will eaſily ſug- 


kel unto us; and then demand, Can any thing 
à greater Argument of Power, than this vaſt 
and: ftupendous Fabrick (the Extent of which is 
unknown to us) is of his, that firſt made aud (till 
ſupports it? Can any thing be a greater Demon- 
{tration of Wiſdom, than its Beauty, Order, and 
the mutual Correſpondence of its ſeveral Parts, 
are of his, who thus has contrived it? And, 
laſtly, is not the great Uſeſulneſs of all its Parts, 


(which more and more we every Day diſcover) 
in order to the ſeveral Ends for which they aze 


evidently framed, au abundant Argument * 
| e 
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34 Nelicias Tad Sect. XIII. 
the Author and Maker of it is a Being of the 
greateſt Goodneſs and Beneficence, in that he bas 
thus provided not only for the Being, but alſo for 
the Well-being of all his Creatures, according to 
their ſeveral Capacities? He, that can deny, or 
but entertain a doubt of auy of theſe things, mult 
certainly be void of all ſerious Thought and Con- 
fideration ; and conſequently we may, with holy 
David, moſt certainly pronounce. him to be a 
Fool, who dares, but cven in his Heart, to ſay that 
there is no God, Pſ. 14. 1. And ſince the whole 
courle of the Univerſe, and all that appears, or 


can be ſo much as imagined in it, may altogether 


as well be accounted for upon the Suppoſition of 
one only God, as of many; and Beings are not in 
our own Fancy to be multiphed without any 
manner of Cauſe or Reaſon for it; it will fol 


low, that ſober Reaſon would of it ſelf conclude 


for the Unity of the Divine Nature, altho' Reve- 
lation (the Certainty of which I ſhall prefently 
prove) had not given us ſuch farther Aſſurance, 
as'1t has, that there is but one God. 2, 8þf 
And if once the Being of God, as the Author 
and Contriver of this whole World and ey 

thing in it, be thus beyond all Contradiction 
eſtabliſned; the Relation which we, as his Crea- 
tures, bear unto. him, and the conſtant Depen- 
dence which of Neceſſity we always muſt — 
upon him, do ſo plainly infer an Obligation up- 
on us (as we are rational, and alſo endowed with 
Freedom of Will and a Power of — al- 
ways to honour, worſhip and obey him, as far as 


we can any way come to the Knowledge of his 
Will and Pleaſure, that 1 need not offer any 
thing farther for the Proof of it: And this I take 
to be a ſufficient Anſwer to- the firſt Queſtion; 

| | namely, 
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namely, Why we are of any Religion at all, and not 
downriphi Atheifts or Eplcureans ? : 
V. But this Seer i.: rec f rw 
and farther Confirmation, from that which we 
have to make to the ſecond Queſtion that comes 
next to be conſidered ; namely, Why we do embrace 
the Chriſtian Religion, and are neither Jews, Mabo- 
metant, nor Heathens ? | 

To this our Anſwer is, That we are Chriſtians, 
(and of no other Religion) becaule Chriſtianity is 
from God; and if we can make this Aſſertion 
good, it not only ſhews the Obligation that lies 


upon us to be of this Religion rather than of any 


other, but alſo is a farther Proof of the being of 
God, and conſequently of the Neceſſity of Reli- 
gion 1n the general. 

Now, to prove Chriſtianity to be from God, or, 
in other terms, that God is the Author of it, we 


principally inſiſt upon four Arguments; the firſt 


drawn from its own intrinfick Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs ;' the ſecond from Prophecies; the third from 
Miracles, and the fourth from the great Succeſs 
which this Religion met with at its firſt appear- 
ance in the World. Which four things, taken 
all together, we judge abundantly ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh the main Concluſion. | 
F. XV. As to the firſt of theſe ; if we allow 
God to be the firſt and original Cauſe of all 
things, and at the ſame time to be moſt wiſe and 
good, as from his Works has been already ſhewn ; 
the Conſequence mult be, That whatever Doctrine, 
Diſcipline or Inftitution, contains or carries in it 
ſelf the moſt conſummate Goodneſs and Wiſdom, 
that ſuch a Thing 1s capable of ; and has nothin 
in its Contrivance but what is both wiſe an 
good ; may well be aſcribed to God (who 1s the 
Fountain -of all Wiſdom and ee S. its 
late 


— 
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mediate or immediate Author: And as whatever 


"tends to the advancing and promoting both the 


Honour and Glorv of the Creator, and the com- 


mon Welfare and Happineſs of the Creature, 1s 
by all Men allowed to be good? ſo if it be as well 
fitted and contrived as may be, in order to the 
compaſſing of ſo noble an End; it mult be looked 
upon as having all the Marks and Tokens of M. 
dom, as well as Goodneſs, of which it is or can 
capable. | f 
Let us then take but a tranſient View of Chri- 
ſtianity, and we ſhall immediately find that it 
plves us the higheſt and molt exalted Notion of 
God that we are capable of receiving ; it teaches 
us to look upon him as a Being molt abſolutely 
3 in all reſpects; a Spirit infinitely Wiſe, 
owerful, Juſt and Merciful; the King eternal, im- 
mort al, inviſible, the 16 ji and only Potentate, King of 
Kings aud Lord of Lords; who only bath be fr 
dwelling in the Light which no Man can approach un- 
to, whom no Man hath ſeen, nor can foe, 1 Tim. 1. 17. 
cat, 
rious, far beyond the comprebenſion or 


egree taught and ee „ throughout the 
Holy Scriptures, of God the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth; and all Chriſtians are thereby taught and 


commanded to give Honour, Glory, Praife and 


Adoration, with all their Powers and Faculties, 

accordingly to him. | 
Again, If any thing can tend to. the general 
Happineſs of Mankind here, and qualifie them for 
that which is future in Heaven hereafter ; it mult 
be univerſal Piety, Truth, Juſtice, Charity, Humi- 
lity, Sobriety, Temperance, and whatever elſe is 
neceſſary to raiſe their Minds above thoſe little 
and unworthy Ends which worldly Men propoſe 
0 
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to themſelves, and which are the Cauſe of ſo much 
Contention and Confuſion here, and (as all Reli- N 
ions do teach) of intolerable Puniſhment and 4 
iſery hereafter; and that all theſe things, in 1 
the very utmoſt Degree, are taught, expreſſed, | 
and moſt ſtrictly required by the Chriftian Reli- 1 
gion, without the leaſt Allowance or Mixture of : 
any thing that is evil or ĩmpure; a very little ae. 
uaintance with the new Teſtament will ſoon in- | 
orm us. wy ; 
And, Lafly, If any thing can, at the ſame 
time, ſecure our everlaſting Happineſs in Heaven 
hereafter, and alſo add ſomething to that of thoſe 
blefled and immortal Spirits who there already 
enjoy the beatifick Preſence of God; it muſt be j 
that we, (LZzke-15. 10.) who are Sinners, and 
thereby have incurred God's Wrath; are admitted i 
to Repentance, and: a Poſſibility of Pardon and | 
Reconciliation, upon ſuch Terms as are neither 
1nconſiftent with any of God's Attributes, on the 
one hand, nor impoſſible or impracticable to ue, | 
on the other: And how well the Goſpel is calcu- | 
lated for this Purpoſe, when it teaches us that | 
Chriſt dyed for our Sins; 1 Cor. 15. 3. that Repen- 
tance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in his- 
Name among all Nations, Luke 24. 47. and that 
God will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him, 
Luke 11. 13. with a great deal more of the ſame 
import; will ſoon be obvious to every one, who 
ſets himſelf but a little ſeriouſly to conſider it. 
It would far exceed the deſigned Proportion of 
this Part of my Diſcourſe; ſhould 1 Pace to 
conſider the ſeveral and particular Doctrines and 
Rules of Chriſtianity, and farther to ſhew the 
-great Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God that appears 
in all and each of them. But if we can but ſup- 


poſe that any Religion vrhatever, may be n 
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of, and agreeable to the infinite Perfections of the 
Divine Majeſty, there certainly is nothing want- 
ing in that which was taught by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, to raiſe it completely up to that Cha- 
racter; and this 1s the firſt Argument which we 
urge to prove that Chnſtianity is from God; 
namely, the intrinſick Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
the Religion it ſelf. I proceed to the 

5. XVI. Second, which is drawn from Prophe- 
cies ; whereby this Truth is farther confirmed. 

That the whole Body of the Jewilh Nation 


| have, for above theſe ſeventeen hundred Years 


paſt, been in conſtant Expectation of the appear- 
ance of an extraordinary Perſon, to be ſent by 
God into the World, under the Title of Chriſt or 
the Meſſiah, is what they themſelves own, and 
no Man does or can deny: And this very Ex- 
pectation ſufficiently ſhews, that ſome Predicti- 
ons or Prophecies (whether true or falſe) there 
have bcen, that ſuch a Perſon was to come; for 
if no one had ever pretended to foretel any ſuch 
thing, what could xn raiſe ſuch an univerſal 
Imagination, and that for ſo many Years, in 
ſuch a vaſt Multitude of People? It is not now 


my Deſign to enter into a particular Examina- 


tion of all theſe Prophecies: But if all the moſt 


eminent and remarkable Ones of them, are clear- | 


ly and conſpicuouſly fulfilled, in the Perſon of 
our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus, and there 1g 
not ſo much as one of all thoſe ancient Predicti- 
ons, that was ever by the Jews themſelves inter- 
preted of the Meſſiah, but what is fairly fulfilled 
and accompliſhed in bim; this. will at the ſame 
time (hew, .that theſe were real Prophecies, and 


not Figments ; and that Jeſus Chriſt, whom we 


own and receive, is really and truly the Perſon 


propheſied of: And ſince it is allowed on all 


hands, 
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hands, that none but God can foretel ſuch things 
as are in themſelves contingent, at any conſide- 4 
rable diſtance of time before they come to paſs; [ 
the Conſequence mult be, that Jeſus is that Meſ- 1 
fiah, whom God did long ſince promiſe to ſend 
into the World; and conſequently, that the Do- 
Arine and Religion which he canghe: is from God 
himſelf. ; | 
Now, the moſt remarkable Prophecies, or ſome 
of them at leaſt, of ancient Record in the Old 
Teſtament, and generally underſtood to be meant 
of the Meſſiah, are theſe; That he ſhould be the 
Seed of the Woman ; That he ſhould bruiſe the Ser- 
pent's Head, and have his Heel bruiſed by him, 
Gen. 3. 15. That he ſhould be the Seed of Abra- 
ham; and that in him all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhould be bleſſed, Gen. 22. 18. That the Scepter 
ſhould not depart from Fudah, nor a Lawgiver 5 | 
between hit feet, until he ſhould come; and that »nto | 
him ſhould the gathering of the People be, Gen. 49. 10. | 
That he ſhould be 4 Prophet like unto Moſes; raiſed | 
up among the people to ſpeal the words that God ſhould j 
put into his mouth; and that whoſoever of the people 1 
of Iſrael ſhould not hearken to his words, God would 
require it of | them, Deut. 18. 18, 19. That he 
ſhould be from the root of 77. (who was the Fa- 
ther of King David;) that he ſhould ſtand for an 
Enſign of the people, to which the Gentiles ſhould ſeek, 
and that his Rest ſhould be glorious, Iſ. 11. 10. 
That the government ſhould be upon his ſhoulders ; that 
- his name ſhould be called, Wonderful, Ounſellour, The 
ed | mighty God, The everlaſting Father, The Prince of 
Peace: Of the increaſe of whoſe government and peace 
nd | there ſhoul1 be no end, 1 60 the throne of David, and 
we | upon his kingdom, to order it, and to eftabliſh it with 
on | julgment and with juſtice, from henceforth even for 
all | ever, If, 9. 6, 7. That he ſhoald be conceived and 


born 
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bear our F- 


and therefore that all ſuch Faſſages as relate to 


- born of 


4 Virgin, and called Immanuel, (which 
ſignifies God with u,) 1-7. 14. Mat. 1. 23. That 
he ſhotild be deſpiſed and rejected of men; a man of 
forrows, and acquainted with grief: That he ſhould 
riefs and carry our ſorrows, be wounded for 
our tranſgreſſions ; and that with his'ſtripes we ſhould 
be healed the Lord laying on him the iniquity of us 


all, If. 53. 3, Cc. with more to this purpoſe in 


the ſame Chapter, That he ſhould come within 
a certain number of Years, ſoretold by the Pro- 


phet Daniel, (Dan. 9. 2 „Ge. and be cut off, but 
not for himſelf ; after which the city and the Janftu- 


ary ſhould be deſtroyed, and the ſacrifice and oblation 


ſhould ceaſe. Theſe, I ſay, (with divers others 
that may be reckoned. up) are remarkable Pro- 
phecies concerning the Meſſiah, recorded in the 


Old Teſtament many Centuries of Years before 


our Bleſſed Saviour's appearance in this World : 


Jo which alſo may be added a great number of 


other Paſſages, which by the Jews themſelves have 
always been looked upon as pointing, ſome of 
them prophetically, and others typically, to the ſame 


Perſon : Inſomuch that, to this very Day, there 
is no Opinion that more Rrongly poſſeſſes the 
Minds of all that People than this; That the 
Meſſiah, whom God long ſince promiſed, and 
whom they ſuppoſe not yet to be come; ſhall in 
due time come and appear in the World. 


Novy whatever Difficulties may ſeem to ariſe 
in the Interpretation of all, or any of theſe, either 


n or prophetical Paſſages, there is one ver 
fa 


ir and reaſonable Key to be made uſe of, whic 
immediately opens and ſolves them all; which 


is, That the. Kingdom of the: Meſſiah, to which 


God requires all Mankind to be ſubject, is not a 
temporal but a ſpiritual Kingdom, John 18. 36. 


bim, 
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him, and are not capable of a literal Interpre- 
tation, are to be under ſlood in a er Sence: 
Let us take, I ſay, but this one eaſ/ and rationa 
Suppolition with us, and the whole Syſtem of 
Types and Prophecics that occur in the Old Teſta» - 
ment, concermng, the, Meſſiah, will eaſily and: 
fairly be cleared up by it. e 120 Bong 
Thus, for Example; Altho in a ſtrict literal 
Sence it cannot be ſaid, . That our Bleſſed Sæviour 
ate upon the throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, 
to order it, If. 9. 7. becauſe he was no temporal | 
Prince, as the other in his time had been; yet is 
it a ſufficient fulfilling of this part of that Pr he- 
17 that he, who in his human Nature was both + 
the legal and natural Son of David, was appoint» - 
ed as a ſpiritual King for ever, to rule over the 
People of God. Thus alſo, tho literally he - 
might be called the Seed of the Woman, Gen. 3. 15. 
becauſe he was conceived. and born of a pure 
Virgin; yet his brain 12 Head and the 
N Greta his BR „is myſtically to be un- 
derſtood of bis deſtroying the works of the Devil, John 
3. 8. and of. the Sufferings and Temptations + 
wherewith the Devil aſſaulted him, and continues 
to do the like more or leſs, to all Chriſtians, who 
are the Members of his myſtical Body he; Church 
And. after the ſamę manner all other the-like - 
Difficulties, that any where, occur in the Prophe- 
cies concerning the Mcfſiah, may, I think, moſt * 
eaſily and fairly be ſolved ; as will abundantly - 
appear to every one who ſeriouſly and impartial- - 
Iy compares them all, with the Hiſtory of our 
Bleed Saviour Conception, Birth, Life, Death, 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion into Heaven; to- 
ether with the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon: 
his Apoſtles and Diſciples, and the conſequent”: 
eee ee 


* 2 
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Propagation of the Goſpel throughout all the 
known Parts of the World. 

I need not therefore fo far enlarge this Diſcourſe 
as to go through the Particulars of theſe Types 
and Prophecies, and ſhew, how that very many 


of them are literally, the reſt of them ſpiritualhy, 
and all of them fairly and _ accompliſhed . 


in our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus : But, ta- 
king the.Sum of the Argument together, I think 
it muſt have very great Force upon all unpreju- 
dic'd Minds, if we thus put it into form. 

A great number of Types, Prefigurations and 
Prophecies, in ſeveral and diſtant Ages; ſome of 
them very plain, and all of them ſo pointing one 
way, as to beget in the whole Nation of the 18, 
an Expectation of the coming of a Meſſiah; and 
laſtly, all of them in due time fairly and cohe- 
rently fulfilled, in one and the ſame Perſon ; all 
this, I ſay, could be the Effect of no other Wiſ- 
dom or oreligty, but that of God; and conſe- 
quently the Perſon in whom all theſe were fulfil- 
led, ought to be looked upon as that very Meſſiah, 
who was promiſed, and accordingly ſent by God 
into the World. | 

. But all this is come to paſs in the Perſon of our 


Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus. 


Therefore he is the Meſſiah or Chriſt, who was 
rig and accordingly ſent into the World 

God. And if thus much is once granted, the 
Conſequence will not be denied, That therefore 
that Religion, which was taught by himſelf in 
perſon, and afterwards by thaſe who were com- 


miſſioned by him, is to be looked upon as coming 
from God and of Divine Authority; and thus 
much for the ſecond Argument, whereby we 
Prove the Chriſtian Religion to be from God: 1 


5, XVU. 


proceed to the 


4 


the Name of a Wonder, _ 


Sect. XVII. ve Leſt of 
5. XVII. Third, which is drawn from the: 
many Miracles that have been: wrought. for: the 
Confirmation of 1t. 10 2 

Whoever acknowledges God to be tle: ftrſt: 
Cauſe and Creator of all Things, can mean no» 
more by this Word Nature, when applied to» ere-- 
ated Beings, but only thofe Attributes and Qhali-- 
fications, together with that Force. and: Energy,. 
wherewith bas endowed them, and each: of 
them: And thus it is the Nature of each thing, to 
do or to bear, whatever God has fitted and ap- 
pointed it for. 

How far: the Power of Nature extends; or (ina 
other terms) what Attributes, . Qualifications. 
Force or Energy, God, who-1s Almighty;. can,, 
if he ſo pleaſes, beltow upon any created Being, 
I take it for granted that no Man knows :: But 
how far the ordinary Courſe of Nature goes; that is 
to lay, what is the (tate and condition of Things, 
as far as they appear to us; wat are the com 
mon Effects of ſuch and ſuch Cauſes; and the 
uſual Cauſes of ſuch and ſuch Effects ; We all of 
us in a very great Meaſure do xænow, and every 
Day learn from our conſtant Experience: and! 
Obſervation. 

If then I ſhould ſee a Cauſe, duly applied, and 
yet not produce us uſual Effect, or an Effect pro- 
duced by a Cauſe in all appearance unſuitable to 
it; altho I ſhould not ſay this is altogether:be-- 
yond the Pomer of Nature, (which in one Sence: is 
no other than the Power of God, to wham all 
things, that do not imply a Contradiction, are. 
poſſible) yet Lvery well might ſay, this is beyond 
that ordinary Curſe of Nature, which by mycon- 
ſtant Experience I find that God has eſtabliſhed 
in the World; and ſuch a thing 1 ſhouldical#by; 
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Again, If a rational Agent ſhould bring about 
„ in outward app*arance different from 
the ordinary Courſe. of Nature; but yet (as 1 


| ſhould apprehend) did perform this by ſome ſecret 
| Method of applying ſuch Cauſes, as in the com- 


mon Nature of things were proper, and of Force 


ſufficient for ſuch a production; this I ſhould call 


the Power of Art. £3 

But if ſuch an Agent ſhould Enowingly and de. 
ſignedly do any thing, in order to produce any 
remarkable Eftedt; and accordingly ſhould there- 


by produce it, without the leaſt ground to ſuſpect 


or imagine the intervention of any ſuch ſort of 
wataral Cauſe; ſuch a Work as this ſo n 
is what I call by the Name of a Miracle. 

There may, I grant, be divers Caſes, wherein 


a Man may very much doubt, and perhaps not 


be well able to determine, whether ſuch or ſuch 
a Work be a Miracle, or whether it be performed 
by the Poner of Art: But other Inſtances again 
may be ſuppoſed, which, if appearing to be true 
in fact, no Man in his Wits can doubt to be real- 
Ay and truly Afracles.” For Example; Let us 

ppoſe a number of Men, ſome blind, others 
lame, maimed, ſick of ſeveral forts of Diſeaſes, 
or plainly poſſeſſed by inp na ſpeaking with« 
in them, and violently diſtorting their Bodies 


with convulſwe Motions; and that all theſe | 


ſhould be healed and cured of their ſeveral Ma- 
ladies, by a Touch only, or barely by a Word 
ſpeaking ; could any Man be ſo extravagant as 
to ſay, that all this might poſſibly be perfermed 
by ſome ſecret Art, whereby a Man might be en- 
abled to apply proper natural Cauſes, (in the com- 


mon acceptation of that Expreſſion) ſufficient to 


the production of theſe Effects? Suppoſe five or 
ſeven Loaves, of a common bigneſs, to be as 
8 5 and 
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and diſtributed among four or five Thouſand 


hungry Men, and to give them all a full Meal; 


and even the Fragments that remained, to be 
more in quantity than the Loaves themſelves were: 
Or, laſtly, to omit other Inſtances; Suppoſe one 
Man to be dead, and carrying to his buryal ; 
another to have lain four Days in bp Grave; and 
a third to have been erucified, and Spear thruſt 
into his very Entrails, and then to have lain in 
the Sepulchre to the third Day ; and all of theſe 
to have been raiſed again, and actually reſtored” 
to Life: If a Man ſhould allow the Facts to be 
true, and yet deny them to be miraculout, in the 
Sence that I bave now explained the Word, the 
whole World certainly would Took upon him to 
be moſt unreaſonably obſtinatee. 
If Miracles were really wrought, and urged for 
the confirmation of any Doctrine, which my Rea- 
ſon moſt plainly aſſured me implied a contra- 
diction, or were unworthy of God, and not to be 
reconciled with his known Attributes; ſuch a Do- 
ctrine as this, I could not believe or give my aſſent 
to, whatever were done or pretended to be done, 
for the Eſtabliſhing of it. For to give aſſent at the 
ſame time to Contradictions, is abſolutely im- 

ble ; and ſince our Reaſon aſſures us, That 

OD, who is Eternal, Immortal, and abſolutely 


| PerfeR, is therefore altogether Unchangable; it 


muſt follow, that whatever is contrary to any of his 
Attributes, muſt of neceſſity imply a contradicti- 
on: And therefore when I had made the utmoſt 
Enquiry I could into ſuch Miracles as theſe, if 1 
were not able to detect them of Art, or Hnpoſture, 
I could only look upon them as wrought by for e 
evil Spirit, (Dem. b „Mat. 24. 24.) ànd per- 
eritted by God, as 4 22 of our Faith and Ad- 
herence to him, But if upon the ſtricteft Erami- 

ER nation, 
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nation, the Doctrine, however above the reach of 
my Underſtanding to comprehend, ſhould appear 
to have nothing contraditiory, either in it or conſe- 
quent from it, nor to contain or imply any thing, 
that were contrary to what I believe of God; 
and the Miracles wrought for the confirmation of 
it, were really, and truly ſuch, as they were pre- 
tended to beFſuch a Doctrine as this I ſhould 
look upon, as having all the Evidence of Divine 
Authority that could be deſired : Nor could I: ap- 
prebend, for what other reaſon God, in ſuch a 
Caſe as this, ſhould work Miracles or cauſe them 
to be wrought, but only 1n order to beget in Men 
a firm Belief of ſuch Doctrine. If God by a 
Voice from Heaven ſhould tell me, that ſuch a 
Doctrine were true; this would be no more but 
a Miracle; and cyery other Miracle, in the Caſe 
ſuppoſed, would appear to me to be as full an 
Atteſtation from him, who is the Author and 
Controller of Nature, and without whoſe Power 
or particular Permiſſion, . the Ourſe of it cannot at 
any time be altered. 105 1115 

Now take the whole Syſtem of Chriſtian Do- 
Arine, (not as it is altered or corrupted by this or 
that Sect or 2 but) as it is delivered to us pure 
and unmixt in the Scriptures; and altho there may 


be ſome things obſcure and above the reach of our 


Underſtanding ; yet is there nothing in it that can 
be pretended, to imply a Contradiction; and that 
the whole Frame of it is altogether worthy of God, 
and agreeable to bis Attributes, 1 have already 
ſufficiently ſhewn from the intrinſick Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs that appears to be in it; and therefore 
ſince ſo Any Miracles (in the proper Acceptation 
of that Word) were wrought by our Saviour ſeſus 


Doctriue (as mult be evident to 


Chriſt, his Agoſſe and Diſciples for. the Confir- 
N every 
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every one who reads the four Goffels and the Act: 
the ApoFtles) it unqueſtionably muſt follow, 
m what has been 1aid, that the Doctrine it 
ſelf is from God, and that he is the Author and 
Approver of it. | 

And if any one ſhall queſtion the Truth of theſe 
Matters of Fact, or doubt whether they were per- 
formed according as they are recorded in the Hiſto- 
ry of the Ne Teſtament; for his Conviction I need 
only appeal to the many and great Sufferings of the 
Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt (many of whom 
were Eye · witneſſes of all that was done; and others 
received the Relation from their concurrent Teſti- 
mony) who continually expoſed themſelves (as is 
moſt notorious and undenied) to all manner of Per- 
ſecutions and Torments, and even to Death it ſelf, 
only upon the Account of this ſame Teſtimony 
which they gave to the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and 
all other the Miracles which were wrought by him 
and his Diſciples for the Confirmation of that Do- 
Eirine and Religion which they taught and preach- 
ed : And that ſuch great Numbers of Men ſhould 
readily undergo ſo many great and bitter Suffer- 
ings, without either inquiring into, or being well 
aſſured of the Facts upon which all they ſuffered 


for intirely I, is a thing in it ſelf, alto- 


gether incredib ; 
Some, whoare obſtinate, will perhaps ſay, that 
if Chriſtianity may be L by Miracles, fo may 
Popery tod: For the Papiſts with great Aſſurance 
make that Plea, even for thoſe Doctrines and Pra- 
ices in particular whereby they are diſtinguiſhed 
from other Chriſtians : But (to ſay nothing yet a 
while of the monſtrous Abſurdities of Popery ; 
which to an impartial Man muſt ſtill appear very 
hard if not impoſſible to be digeſted; whateverProof 
ve may ſuppoſe them to have for their — 


as > "Religion Tryed Se. 
to ſay.nothing of this, I ſay) between the Mira- 


1 
. 
| 


cles that were | wrought for the eſtabliſhing” of 
Chriſtianity and thoſe which the Church of Rome 
alledges in behalf of her peculiar Tenets, there 
are theſe. four very remarkable Differences. 

Fir, The Chriſtian Miracles are all of them 


grave and ſerious ; the. Popiſh ones generally are 


trifling and childiſh ; as will abundantly appear 
to every one who compares the four Goſpels and the 
Atts of the ApoRles with the Legends and Lives of 


the ſpretended] Saints received in the Church of 


Rome. | 03 

- Secondly, The Chriſtian Miracles were immedi- 
ately publiſhed: to the World, as ſoon as they 
were wrought; whereby all Men had an Opportu- 
nity of making a full and impartial Inquiry in- 
to the Truth and Reality of them; whereas the 


moſt conſiderable of the Popiſh ones have ſcarce 
ever been mentioned, until ſome Generations 


aſter the Time that they are pretended to have 
bern perſo smd. „ 5 oe 
| Thirdly, The Chriſtian Miracles were immedi- 
ately and publickly atteſted by a ſufficient Num- 


ber of Witneſſes ; all of them Men of great Ho- 


neſty and Simplicity; who neither would nor 
could have contrived ſuch a Forgery; by which 
(if a Forgery it were) they could not have the 


jeaſt Proſpect of Advantage, but altogether of great | 
and grievous Sufferings. Whereas the Popiſh 
Miracles have ſeldom been publiſnhed until long 


after the Death of the pretended Witneſſes; a 


even thoſe Witneſſes ſuch as were no Sufferers, but 


Gainers by their Teſtimony, and therefore, for 
that as well as other 
be f ſpected. un 
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that they almoſt univerſally gained belief, eren 
from Enemies as well as Friends; nor did any of 
thoſe who antiently oppoſed our Religion, deny or 
gainſay the Matters of Fact; but only endeavoured 
to bring other Solutions for the Argument which 
the. primitive Chriſtians. brought from that To- 
ick; whereas the Popiſh Miracles bave been fo 
ar from gaining Credit (even in point of Fact) 
among their Ad verſaries; that their own ſober and 
learned Men, do not appear to believe the truth 
of much the preateſt Part of them. 
Let theſe four things then (in themſelves ſuffici- 
ently notorious, and which my intended Brevity 
will not allow me to enlarge upon) be throughly 


and ſeriouſly conſidered ; and it will ſoon appear 


that altho' the Argument from Miracles holds 


ſtrongly and unanſwerably in the behalf of Chr i- 


ſtianity; yet nothing can fairly be drawn from 
the like Topick for the Eſtabliſhment of Popery. 
5. XVIII. At laſt then I am come to the 
fourth Argument whereby we prove that Chriſti- 
anity. is from God ; and that is drawn from the 
great Succeſs which it met with at its firſt Appear- 
ance in the World. f 370 

I grant indeed that Succeſs alone is not ſufficient 


to prove the Truth or Goodneſs of any Cauſe 


whatſoever : It being beyond Contradiction no- 


+ torious, that Error and Villany have ſometimes - 


been very ſucceſsful. But where a Religion has 
all other the Marks of Truth ; and has with 
reat Sueceſi been propagated, not only by Per- 
ons in an outward Appearance unfit for ſuch a 
Work, and without the leaſt Proſpect of any tem- 
poral Encouragement; but alſo 1n oppoſition to 
many grievous and bitter Perſecutions, by the 
greateſt Powers upon Earth, univerſally raiſed . 
againſt it: The very Succeſs, * of ſuch a Reli- 


gion as this, adds no ſmall Weight to the other 
Arguments, that are brought to prove the Divine 
Au 2 2 hab it; and in ſuch a Caſe, it may 
well be ſuppoſed that it is God, who gives Men 
Power to perform a Work to which of themſelves 
they are altogether uncqual ; and when vat 
Multitudes every where not only forſake their old 
Religion in which they had been bred, and ein- 
brace this which is but newly preached amongſt 
them; but alſo readily and willingly undergo 
Poverty, Baniſhment, Torments, and even Death 
it ſelf for the ſake of it; It may well be look t 
upon as a good Argument, not only of the ſtrong 
and clear Convidion which they have of the 
Truth of it, but alſo of a more than ordinary ſup- 
port which they receive from the Hand of Ged, 
whereby they are enabled for its ſake to bear ſuch 
things as ſeem to ſurpaſs the very Strength of hn- 
man Naiure. l 

Now this is exactly the Caſe of Chriſtianity: 


Its own intrinſick Wiſdom and Goodneſs, toge- 
ther with the Propheſies accomplithed, and Mi- 


racles wrought for its Eſtabliſhment, do give it 
all the Marks of Truth, that can reaſonably be 
deſired ; it was at firſt preached by Men, both 
poor, and illiterate all of them except St. Paul; and 
he too a Man but of a very ſmall figure in _ 
tion to ſo great a Work: And ſo far was it from 


meeting with any temporal Encouragement in 


the World ; that for about three hundred Years 
together it was always diſcountenanced, and 
often mc{t inhumanly perſecuted by the Civil 
Powers: Yet till the more it was perſecuted the 
more it prevailed ; and the tofs it ſuſtained by 
the Death of every Martyr was doubly and tre- 
bly repaired by the new Converts that daily came 
oyer to it: Until at laſt, without any _ 

vilible 
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viſible Force but that of conſtant Preaching aud 
holy Living ; it triumphed over all the Oppoſition 
that was given to it, by the Learning of the oe 
iſh DoRors and Heathen Philoſophers; the Rage 
and Fury of the common People, and the Swords 
and Faggots, the Racks and Gibbets, and all other 
Inſtruments of Death that every where were pre- 
pared: for it by the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate: 
nor could any ng ſtop its Progreſs until it got 
full and quiet Poſſeſſion of all the vaſt Dominions 
of the Rowan Empire, and carried its Conqueſts 
(how far indeed, for want of Records, we cannot 
certainly deter mine; but) very much farther, we 


are ſure, than ever the Romans were able to extend 


their Power. Now altho' we grant Succeſs alone 
is not ſufficient to prove the Truth of any Religion: 
yet fuch wonderful Succeſs as this, in Conjuction 
with the other Arguments that-I bave mentioned, 
we take to be an abundant Proof that Chriſtianity 

is from God, and conſequently is the true Religion. 
XIX. But there are ſome Difficulties that cer · 
tain Men do ſtart upon this Occaſion; to which 
it will here be expected that an Anſwer ſhould be 

ven. | | 
1. Firſt, Since God is no reſpecter of Perſons, Acts 10: 
84. how comes it to paſs that all Nations and 

eople have not alike had the Goſpel preached 

and the Benefits of it thereby offered unto them? 
Why did not the Apoſtles, or others ſent by them, 
travel into every Part of the World alike? Exa- 
mine the Account that Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory gives 
us of the Progreſs of Chriltianity, and you will 
find that tho in a few Years it prevailed very 
much almoſt throughout the Roman Empire; yet 
many other Countries there were, that for di- 
vers Centuries heard litile or nothing of it: Nor 
does it appear to this very Day to have been at all 
ö E 2 made 


$2 Religion Tryed © Set. XIX. 
made known to the North-Eaſt Part of Tartary 
aud great Part of America; and but very imper- 
fectly in many vaſt Tracts of India, China, and the 
Countries thereunto near adjoining. - Now if God 
Almighty deſigned Chriſtianity for the common 
Beneftt of all Mankind, and no Man can receive 
the Benefit of a Religion without ſome competent 
Knowledge of it; what imaginable Reaſon can 
be given why this Knowledge ſhould not fairly 
be offered to cyery particular Man ; and that in 
ſuch a manner as to leave him no room to com- 
plain of any but himſelf: If, by not embracing 
of the Religion, he falls ſhort of the Reward that 
it ev to its Votaries and Proſeſſors? , 
Upon this Objection the Ad verſaries of Chriſti- 
anity lay no ſmall Weight ; and many weak 
Chriſtians at the firſt are puzled and perplexed at 
it: I have therefore concealed no part of the 
Strength of it; and do think that the Force of it 
will be wholly taken away if we duly conſider 
' theſe two things. | a 
Eirſt, That it is no Argument in the leaſt to prove, 
that God hat not done a 2 , becauſe we are not able 
10 aſſign 4 Reaſon why he has not done more. Why 
did not he, whoſe Wiſdom and Power are infi- 
nite, create ten thouſand Millions of Worlds? 
(And if he had done ſo, the Queſtion might ſtill 
as well be acked, Why did he not create ten 
times as many more?) We know not. But will 
it therefore follow, that he made never an one at 
all? Why did he not make this World much bet- 
ter than it is; and endow each particular Crea- 
ture with greater Per fections than what they now 
bave? (And whatever of this fert he had done, 
ſtill the Queſtion would recur, Why did he not 
do more?) Ot this we are altogether ignorant: But 
will this, without more ado, overturn all the Ar- 


guments 
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ments that are brought to prove, That the 
orld was framed and taſhioged by him? And 
becauſe we know not why he did not think#fit, 
either to ſend Chriſt ſooner into the World, or to 
cauſe Chriſtianity to be taught, as particularly 
to each Man every where, as Children at School 
do learn their Leflons ; Wall this deſtroy the Force 
of all or any of thoſe Proofs, that are broughr for 


the Truth and Divine Authority of that Religion? 


As far as an Argument concludes well, it ought 


to be received: But to tect what is lolidly and 


ſubſtantially proved, only becauſe ſomething be- 
yond that cannot be proved, or is not true, is 
altogether abſurd and unreafonable. . 

But ſil you will ſay, Why ſhould God punith 
Men for not being Chriſtians, if the Goſpel has 
either not at all, or not ſufficiently been preached 
or propoſed to them? I anſwer, That this is not 
the Reaſon why he will puniſh ſuch Men: For 


(which is the | 


Second thing to be conſidered) no Truth can 
be more evident by its own Light than this, That 
God, who is infinitely juſt, goad and gracions, will 
never puniſh any Man for not doing an impoſſible 
thing; and therefore tho' we know not how far, 
or fr what ſeveral Reaſons he may puniſh thoſe, 
who never have had the Knowledge of the Goſpel 
offered to them; yet to imagine that he will 
uniſh them, for not being Chriſtians, is a palpable 
iſtake: It being altogether unpoſſible for a Man 
to become a Chriſtian, if no ſufficient Inſtruction 
of that ſort has ever been offered to him. 

8. XX. Another Difficulty to be cleared up, 
1s this ; That many Men haye in all Ages oppoſed 
Chriſtianity, many have corrupted it; or * 

are, 


Diſputes, at leaſt, there have been, and ſtil 


which are the tine and genuine Doctrines and 


3 Pre- 
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Precepts of it; in many places where once it 
wholly prevailed, it has now loſt its Ground, 
and given way to Mahometaniſm; and among 
thoſe who profeſs 1t, vaſt Multitudes there are who 
lead their Lives almoſt in a direct oppoſition to 
it. Now, it the Evidence for this Religien has all 
along from the beginning, been fo very great and 
clear, as I have endeavoured to repreſent it; how 
is it paſſible that ſo many Men did, and (till do 
reſiſt the Force of it, and chooſe another and far 
worſe Proſeſſion before it? How could it come 
io be thus adulterated, as we find it is? (Fot 


among the many contending and contrary Par- 


ties, al! but one muſt, more or leſs, be Corrup- 
ters of that Chriſtianity which in common they 
pretend to.) And, laſtly, If the Rewards it pro- 
poſes, and Puniſnments it threatens, are ſo cer- 
tain, as they muſt be, if the Religion it ſelf be 
undoubtedly of Divine Authority; it ſeems to be 
be ond Imagination it ſelf, that any one Man in 
hie Wits ſhould believe this, and yet continue to 
lead a wicked and ungodly Life. 

In anſwer hercunto, Let it be conſidered, that 
God having made Man a rational Creature, and 
endowed him with a Power of Choice; does not 
srreſiſtably compel him to any thing; only er. 
before him Good and Evil, Life and Death, Bleſſing 
and Curſing, Deut. 30. 19. with ſufficient Motives, 
to chooſe the one, and reject rhe other; but with 
fill and free Liberty, at the ſame time, to do 
which of the two he plcaſes ; and therefore if ne- 
ver ſo many Men do oppoſe or perſecute the true 
Religion, notwithſtanding the moſt - convinctng 
Proofs that are offered in the behalf of it; or ha- 
ving embraced it, do yet Ive contrary to the 
Rules and Precepts of it, or even again renounce 
or forlake it; all this is only an * of 
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their own Pride, Coveiouſneſs, Senſuality, or 
whatever elſe it is that they ſuffer to prevail in 
them in oppoſuion to their Duty; but makes no- 
thing at all againſt Religion, which ought al“ 
ways to be judged of, by the direck Proof and 
Evidenct that is brouglm for it, and not barely 
by the Reception it aveets with in the World; 
elpecially if we conſider how very often Mens 
Luft, Paſſions, and Prejudices are permitted to 
get almoſt an entire Aſcendant over their Realon, 
5. XXI. If it be here demanded, Why. did 
not God at firſt create, and afterwards pfeſerva 
Man in gxealer Perſection, as £6 Bis intellectual 
Powers, than it ſceus he has done? Why docs he 
not give him an Underſtanding as well qualiſied 
to diſeern Truth from Error, and Good from 
Evil, as a good Eye is to diſtinguiſh Light frem 
Datkneſs; and alſo a Will immutably fixt upon 
the former, aul always averſe to the latter? For 
i this had been done, the Conſequence would be, 
that every Man would moſt certainly embrace the 
true Religion, as ſoon as it ſhould be propoſed to 
him; and when he bad once embraced it, would 
always retain and live according to it. | 

E anſwer, Firſt, That whatever intellectual or 
ether Perfections God might have given unto 
Mankind ; as long as they come ſhort. of being 


infinite, (of which no created being is, I ſuppoſe, 


or can be capable) there would ſtill be room ſor 
this ſame Queſtion, Why has not God: given them 
greater Perfettions? For the greater Perfections a 
rational Creature is endowed with, the greater 
degree of Happineſs is be capable of: And ſince 
it is natural for every ſuch Creature to deſire to 


be as happy as poſſibly can be; if the Will of the 


Almighty Creator is not to ſet. bounds unto that 
Deſire, and to be 3 j a way is * 


a, 
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for a perpetual Expoltulation of all the rational 
part of the Creation, againſt their Creator: The 


Thing formed way for ever ſay to him that formed it 


Why haſt thou made me thus? Rom. 9. 20. An 

_— as well as Men may ſay to God, Why 
haſt thou not given us Rl a greater degree of Per- 
fection, that ſo we might be able to attain to the 


like degree of Happineſs ? «& 32 


But, Secondly, Altho' it is altogether incon- 
ſiltent with God's infinite” Goodneſs, that he 
ſhould create any fort of Beings; and without 
apy Fault by them committed. ſhould put them 
into a State of unavoidable Mitery ; yet, an te 
other hand, it is molt certain that he neither is 
nor can be a Deb.or to any of his Creatures, be- 
yond what he, by his own voluntary Promiſe, at 
any time thinks fit to make himfelf : And there- 
fore whatever portion of Good he is pleaſed to 
deftow on any of them, it is an Inſtance of his 
Bounty and Beneficence to the Work of his 
Hands: And as he who has received but one Ta- 
lent, is accountable for no more but what he has 
received; ſo is he as truly obliged to be content 
with, and thankful for it, as any other that is 
entruſted with a greater number. 
And here let me a little expoſtulate this matter 
with thoſe Men, who, by ſuch ſort of Demands 
and Objections as theſe, do preſume to arraign 
and call in queſtion the infinite Wiſdom and Good - 


neſs even of God himſelf. Of both theſe Atrri- 


butes, as well as of his Almighty Power, he bas 
given us abundant Evidence both in the Structure 
of the World, and the Revelation and Propa- 
gation of Chriſtian Religion: But, ſay ſome, 


the World is not as well contrived, nor the ſeve- 
ral Parts of it; and Beings that belong to it, as 


perfect as they might have been: And hence they 
71 $I would 
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. woutd\infer, either that it was not made by God 
at all, or that he is not as Wile and Good as we 
would repreſent him. And the like Objection 
—. frame agaiuſt Chriſttanity; becauſe Multi- 
es that profeſs it, live contrary to it ; and ma- 
ny Millions have gone off the Stage, and ſtill 
continue to do ſo, without ever having had the 
leaſt Knowledge or I Hruction in it. * 
But what intolerable Arrogance is this, thus to 
deny or even doubt of, the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God, (for which ſuch unanſwerable Arguments 
are produced) only becauſe our ſhort and narrow 
Inddeiſtaudiug is not able to fathom br compre- 
hend them. Do we know the tmoſt Defgn that 
God has in framing of the erent and each and 
every Part thereof, with all and every the Crea- 
tures that are, or, for ought we know, may be in 
the ſeveral Regions of it, and the fartheſt Extent 
of that Subordi nation, which all theſe Creatures 
have one to another, in order to that mo 
And if every created Being has Perfection ſuffi- 
cient for that end, for which God made it, is not 
this enough for that Station in which it is placed ? 
No doubt but God, if he fo pleaſed, might have 
made the craggy Hills and Mountains, moſt fruit- 
ful and delightful Plains; but if he has thought 
fit to have theſe great Uneveneſſes in the Earth, 
for the better ſupplying of the whole with Rain, 
Fountains and Rivers; Dare we take upon us to 
find fault with his Workmanſhip ? He might have 
cauſed the Earth to produce not only all forts of 
Fruit and Corn, without any Tillage, but alſo 
Houſes ready fitted for the Reception and Habr- 
tation of Man; But ſhall we grumble, becauſe 
matters are ſo ordered that we cannot have theſe 
things without the Intervention of our own Care 
and Induſtry? He might have given ra 


tional 
Souls 
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ls to the Brutes, and created Man with all the 
Perfections of an Angel; but if he has thought 
fit to make them juſt ſuch as they are, that the 


- Beaſts may be the more ſerviceable to Man, and 


Man uudergo a Tryal here. in order to his Re- 
ward or Puniſhment hereafter; Ought not this 


rather to raiſe our Ad miration of the Divine Wiſ- 


dom and Goodneſs, than tg,move- us in the leaſt 
to call them in queſtion? And laſtly, (to omit 
all other Inſtances) It was and is always in his 
Power to give every Man throughout the whole 
World, moit fuii and perſect Information of all 
the Doctrines and Precepts. of Chriftianuy,, togee 
thet with the Grounds and Reaſons of them: But 
he has not done ſo; And who can tell whether he 
intends, at the lalt Day, to call any Man to 
an account for more than what he bas received? 
That is to ſay, for the Abilizies and Opportuni - 
ties, hich in his Liſe- time be had, of gaining 
Knowledge of the Truth, and putting that Know- 
ledge into praclice, in that Place and Station 
wherein he in his Providence has thought fit to 
place him. | | 


- 


Io conclude this Point, If Man will but allow 


that God 4s or may be very much wiſer than him- 


felf, he will eaſily be content with thoſe- moſt 
pregnant Proofs he has fo clearly given us, both 
of his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, as well as 
Power; and whatever comes to paſs that human 
Reaſon is not able otherwiſe! to account for, he 


will always believe it to be deſigned and directed 


by God to ſome good End, in order to the better 
and more regular Adminiſtration of the Univerſe; 
altho we at preſent have no way of coming to 
the particular Knowledge of it. A thouſand 


things may, with the greateſt Juſtice and Pru- 


dence, be tranſacted and done by — 
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his Council. of which every private Man, tho of 
very good Underſtanding in his own proper Af- 
faits, may yet, from the outward appearance, be 
able to frame no competent judgment; and for 
any of us to call in queſtion the Wiſdom or 


Goodneſs of God's Adminiſtration, (of which tbe 
Reaſons are altogether beyond our Capacity) is 


not only very great Pgeſumption, but altogether 
as foohth alſo and 2blurd, as if a deaf, Man 
ſhould paſs his Judgment on the diſtinction of 
Sounds, or a Man born blind on the difference of 
Light. and Colours... (14 
5. XXII. But the Preſumption of ſome Men 
goes. yet farther, and demands, What Neceſſity 
there is of any Revealed Religion at all? Does 
not Reaſon, if duly attended to, moſt certainly 
inform us of the Being of God, . with his 
Atitibutes of Wiſdom, Bower, ul ice and Good- 
nefs? And may we not from theſe Attriputet as 
evidentiy infer what his Will alſo is, as far as we 
are concerned in it; that is to ſay, as far as it is 
either a Rule of Duty to us, or a Ground to hope 
for a Reward, if we obey; and to expect Puniſh- 
ment, in caſe we are Biſobedient? Read thoſe 
Authors who have learnedly and : judiciouſly 
handled theſe Subjects, and you will find the 
Truth and Authority of Naaral Religion ſo fully 
demonſtrated; the Duties of it, as they reſpe 
both God and Man, ſo clearly deſcribed, and 
their Obligation ſo evidently proved; as to re- 
quire nothing more but Conformity and Obedi - 
ence thereunto, to render Man as happy as he is 
capable of in this Life; and fufficiently to quality 
him for whatever farther Happineſs God hath 
been pleaſed to deſign for him in that which is to 
come: And all this from the Principles of Reaſon 
alone, and antecedent to any manner of Revela- 
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tion. Since then the very tirmioſt Deſign of Reli- | 


gion is to make Men happy here, and qualif 
them for happineſs in the Life to come ; and all 
this may ſufficiently be provided for by Reaſon 
alone, if every Man would but impartially fol low 
it; Why ſhould we imagine that God hath made 
any ſupet natural Revelation of Religion at all, 
ſince the utmoſt End that he can be ſuppoſed 
thereby to propoſe to himſelf, may as well be ac- 
eompliſhed by every Man's attending to that 
- Light of Reaſon, which his Creator hath im- 
planted in his very Nature? Di Hern 
Zut ſuppoſe vre were altogether unable to diſ- 
over the leaſt Neceſſity of Revelation; Would it 
follow from hence that therefore there nenher is, 
nor can be any ſuch thing? Whether God hath 
been ever pleaſed to make — ſupernatural Re- 
velation of himſelf or his Will, is a Queſtion of 
FA; and if a Fatt be ſufficiently Ur 62 pro- 
per Arguments, that.is to ſay, by the Teſtimony 
of unexceptionable Witnefles ; Is it reaſonable for 
any Man to ſay, that the thing is not ſo, onl 
becauſe he cannot tell why it ſhould be ſo? A 
may not God in his infinite Wiſdom ſee very juſt 
Cauſes for the doing of many things, of which we 
may be altogether ignorant? Wholoever doth but 
a little conſzder both the. Clearneſs and Bound leſ- 
neſs of God's Knowledge, and compares it with 
the Darkneſs and Narrowneſs- of Man's Under- 
nding, can never ſure have the Confidence to 
male fuch ſort of Objections as thele. 
- However let us yield a little to debate this mat- 
ter with the Objectors. There is no doubt to be 
made but God, if he had ſo pleaſed, might much 


farther have enlightned every Man's natural Un- 


derſtanding than what be hath done, and there- 
by alone, without any ſupernatural 2 
279 _ nave 
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have. given them ſuch an inſight into things Di- 
vine, as that their Reaſon alone might have been 
a ſufficient Rule both of Faith and Practice to 
them. But the Queſtion is not at preſent, What 
God might have dons; but what he atually hath 
done; and if he hath thought fit to ſuperàadd to 
Reaſon another and farther Rule of Revelation, 
Will any Man venture to ſay that he hath not 
ſufficient Authority for ſo doing? 
But where is the neceſſiy, ſay they, of Revela- 
tion, ſince God might have governed the whole 
World; as it is manifeſt he hath done a great 
part of it, without it? And ſhall we ſuppoſe the 
All-wiſe God to have done any thing that is an- 
neceſſary, or (in other terms) in vain? . 
I anſwer, That if by weceſſuy here is meant an 
abſolute” and unavoidable Neceſſity, it is moſt evi- 
dent that God (whoſe freedom of Action is eſſen- 
tial to his infinite Perfection) has done very many 
things without any ſuch neceſſuy as this incum- 
bent on him : Nor can any other account be 
given, Why he made the World, and all the ſe- 
veral ſorts of Beings that are in it, and endowed 
them ſeverally with ſuch various Properties and 
Powers as are found to be in them? but that it 


was his own Good-will and Pleaſure ſo to do; 


and that in order to ſuch Ends and Purpoſes, as 
he, in h's infinite Wiſdom, thought fit to lay 
down and eſtabliſh. _ © 4 

But if by neceſſuy, no more is meant but only 
a great rover and aptitude, in order to the 
bringing about ſome wiſe and. good End; then in 
anſwer to the Queſtion propoſed, I return theſe 
following things. 2 | 
Firſt, It is not to be doubted, but that God 
may have many wiſe and great Ends to accom- 
pliſh; and may adapt the moſt proper means to 


each 


62 
each ſeveral End, far beyond what we: poor ſhal- 
low Mortals are able (at leaſayvhillt we are in 
this Life) to comprehend. Although therefore we 
could ſte no manner of neceſſity for Revelation, 
in order to any End that v can imagine, it will 


not follow but that God may _ it to be — 


and by much the moſt 


Iy neceſſary, 


the bringing to BA certain DeGens of his of his 
own, a in themſelves are moſt wiſe and | 


h as- yet perhaps altogether un 


a 
2 unfathornable to us. 
" Secondly, Ko far as the Ends which 'God hath 
propoſed to himſelf are made known to us, or 
we are able to dive into them, it evidently a 
pears, that thoſe ſeveral Revelations, which he 
bath been pleaſed to make of himſelf and of his 
Will to Palo were 0 in thar fon. nature 
very proper, (and in that Sence nece in or- 
der. to the accompliſhment of them. ad 
All ſober Men who own that there is a God, 
allow him, at the ſame time, to be infinitely 
Wife, toe and Ju; and therefore whatever he 
in purſuance of any one of theſe Attribtites, 
mult 1 be ſuppoſed to be fully conſiſtent 
with the orher no. 

From the Relation alſo that rational Creatures 
bear both to God, and to each other; it is 2 4 
ed that there ariſe certain unchangable Ri 
Meaſures of Moral Good and Evil, which We ll 
Natural Laws. 

Whatever is morally Evil, God cannot do, de⸗ 
cauſe it is een contrary to bis very Nature 
and eſſential At 

Now God having made Man a rational 1 well 
as ſenſitive Creature, and given him an immortal 
Soul, as well as a mortal uy; one End or De- 


Gen, which * Goodneſs are al- 
ways 
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ways fuppoſed' to bave had in the Creation ot 
fuck a Being, was to put him into a capacity of 
being Erernally Happy in another Life, after this 
ſhalt have an end. | | 

One eſſential part of the Happineſs of a ratio- 
nal Creature, as ſuch, neceſſarily conſiſts in the 
Satisfaction that ariſes from his having voluntarily 
given Obedience to ſuch natura Laws, or un- 
changeable Ruler of Good, as are above mentioned 

for where Reaſon exerts its ſelf, and this Satiſ- 
J faQion is wanting, Remorſe of Conſcience mutt 
J ariſe, which is always deſtructive of Happineſs. 

| And if a rational Creature obſtinately conti- 
nues in Diſdbedierice to thoſe Laws, without any 
true Repentance or Amendment; it would be 
contrary to God's eflential Fu/tice to make ſuch a 
Creature. eternally happy, if we could 1 
him, while he ſo continued, to be capable of it. 
_ Granting then what both ſides agree in, That 
God at firſt ſent Man into tbis World as a Can- 
didate for eternal Happineſs, to be obtained by 
bis Obedience to theſe ſame Laws ; and-endowed 
him with Reafon and Underſtanding ſufficient to 
make a full Diſcovery of them; if all the Reve- 
lations that be bath thought fit to make, ſhould 
a only to be confifent with this Deſign; even 
this alone were ſufficient abundantly to juſtify bim 
whoſe Authority over his Creatures hath no other 
—— * but his on Goodneſs) in the making of 

m. 

Let all the Revelations then that God hath 
made (as they are recorded both in the Old and 
New Teſtament) be ſtrictly examined and enqui- 
red into; and what even. ſeeming Inconſiffency 
can there be found between any of them, and 
any one of thoſe natural and unchangable Laws, 
which by Reaſon we are able to diſcover ? iy 
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Baut you will ſay that there are many things in 
8 the Old and ſome in the New Tetament, : which 
8 though not incon ſiſtent with, yet are altogether /«- 
__ . wy ed to the natural Lam: I grant it, but then 
8 et it be conſidered, -. 9 
Fir, That God hath an undoubted Authority 
to lay what poſitive In junctions he thinks fit upon 
his own Creatutes: Nor can ſuch Injunctiont be 
any other way made known unto us than by Re- 
velation. | * 3 
Secondly, That when once ſuch Iajunctions are 
made known, our Obedience to them becomes. a 
Duty, by virtue of that general Sanction of the 
natural Law, That God is to be obeyed in all things. 
- Thirdly, That moſt, if not all, of thoſe ee 
Injunttions, which God hath at any time been 
Pleaſed to lay on Men, have always been deſign- 
ed, and in their own nature fit, for the better 
Enforcement of the Duties of the natural Law; 
either by awakening them into a more auful 
apprebenſion of the Divine Majeſty, or being as 
it were a Fence about certain Precepts of the 
natural Law, to keep them at the greater diſtance 
from the Tranſgreſſion of them. 

Fourthliy, That a very great and moſt material 
(that is to ſay all that we call the Moral) part of 
whatever Revelation God hath been pleaſed to 
make, is no more but a clear and full Declaration of 
thoſe very Duties, which by the natural Law we are 

obliged to perform; and conſequently no ſmall 
help. to our Reaſon ; which, wherever this Light 
of Reyclation hath been wanting, hath not been 
ſufficient to keep Men from the molt great and 
groſs Abſurdities in matters that relate to God 
"Ig And laſtly, Whereas it is very hard to ſuppoſe, 
| that ſuch a Creature as Man ſhould take Jon 
| 28 Fains, 
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ains, and encounter many Diffcultics in the 
iſcharge of his Duty; unleſs he were awed on: 
de one hand by the Fear of Puniſhment ; and on 
n I the other, encouraged by the Hope of ſome Aſſiſt- 
ance here, and a ſufficient Reward bereafter ; and 
y I the Dodtrines of God's punifhing the Wicked, and 
. both aſſiſting and rewarding of good Men, ate 
je ¶ but ſowewhat obſcurely ſuggeſted tous by Reaſon 
alone; It certainly muſt be allowed as highly 
agreable to God's Deſign in the Creation of Man- 
oe Kind, that theſe things ſhould be more clearly 
and fully made known unto us by Revelation; 
thereby ta work the more effectually both upon 
our Hopes and our Fears, ig der to keep us up 
cloſe to our Duty, notwithſtanding the many | 
Difficulties and Diſcouragements which we often 
meet with-in the Performance of. it. 
True, it may be you will ſay, that God hath 
ſufficient Power and Authority, not only by Re- 
velation to aſſiſt our Reaſon; but alſo by the 
ſame Means to make known Trutlis, and lay | 
2 Injunctions on us in Matters of Religion, | 
yond what Reaſon of it (elf could poſſibly diſ- | 
cover ; may well enough be granted; but fill | 
the Difficulty remaiiis, and it will be asked ; Why i 
this Revelation (if any. ſuch there hath been) hath | 
not from time to time been univerſatly made | 
to all Mankind; but always bath, and Rill. is 
confined to ſo ſmall a Number? | 5 
But this Queſtion plainly ſuppoſes the Neceſſiqy 
of Revelation in the Sence that we maintain it; 
that is to ſay, the great Congruiy and Uſefulneſs 
of it; and demands only why the Extent of it is 
not univerſal to each particular Man, To which 
having already. given, I think, a ſufficient Anſwer, 
Eſhall not tire. the. Reader with an unneceſſary. 
Repetition of it. „3 
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Only this I think 1 may 
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ir at leaft bighly probable, that almaft all the Kon- 
ledge which we 44 in the World even of nataral Liv 

Religion i: wholly owing to Revelation. As in 
cametry (for Example) a moſt difficult Theoreme, 
when it is once demonſtrated, is fo plain to the 
Reaſon of every Man who underfiands the Demon- 


ration ; that every Man is very apt to think 


that he could himſelf have found it out; and yet 


Have been, who neyer would [of themſelves] have 
ound out the Demonſtrations of that Science, or 
ve had any Notion of them, if they had not 
been taught by others; ſo although the Doctrines 


Opinion, demonſtrably deducible from ſuch Prin- 
ciples as evexy Man in his Wits mult allow to be 
true; yet ſazppoling the Reaſon of Mankind to be 
juſt the ſame as now it is; it is very plain that few 
or perhaps none, would have made any Deducti- 
vn; or at lealt bave gone very far in it; if the 
Minds of ſome Men had not been enhghtened b 
Revelation; and that Light in a greater or le 
Meaſure derived down unto others. 
„ When God firſt made Man he did not leave 
him only to gather what Knowledge he could by 
the Strength of his own Reaſon, from the Works 
of the Creation and the Order and Courſe of Na- 
ture; but gave him what Iuſtruction was farther 
neceſſary by immediate Revelation, Gen. 1. 
Ce. whereby Adam was allo enabled to teach a 
Wag and propagate Knowledge | amongſt his 
Poſterity. © eee eee e 
6% This Cay of teaching us by immediate Revela- 


tion God was pleaſcd even after the Fall of Man, 


10 ſome Meaſure to continue; as appears in the 
Account which the Holy Scripture gives us of Cain 
#518 an 


very well add, that i ' 


thouſands of good Geometricians there are, and 


and Rules of natural Law and Religion are, in my 
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and Abel, Noah, Abrabam, Foſ Moſes, and. 
the Propheis ; and after On 


lations [at leaſt] did, ali 
Mankind, ſpread themſelves, and for a very long 
time Remain throughout the whole World, ap» 


$I think moſt plainly from that cuſtom of wor- 
ſhipiog the Deity by Sacrifices, which every where - 
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new the ſame by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 


And that ſome Footſteps of ſome of theſe Reve- 
as univerſally as 


was retained amongt all Nations, as far as we 
bave an) Account of them in ancient Hiſtory, 
whether true or ſabulous. Of which univ 
Cuſtom, every where prevailing amongſt the molt 
diſtant People, no rational account can be given 
from any of the Principles of Natural Religion; 


nor indeed any other but this one (that will bear 


the utmolt Teſt) viz. that it was firſt immedi» 
ately taught unto Man by God himſelf; and then 
derwed down and propagated from one Genera- 
tion e anten. | 
For to ſay nothing of Cain and Abel, (Gen. 4. 
374.0 or what paſſed; b:tore the Flood; preſently, 
after it we find Noah (Who had an immediate In- 
tercourſe with God by. Revelation) Building 4 
Ah ar, 'and. offering Byrnt- offerings upon it, Gen. 8. 
20, and what he thus did bimſelf, it cannot be 
doubted. but he taught his Children alſo to do: 


Not to mention Abraham; from whom not only 


the Iſbmaelitet and Iſrarlizes (who were very nume- 
tous) but alſo ſeveral other Nations ſprang, by 
thoſe Children which his laſt Wife Keturab bate 
unte him, Gem 25. 2f7 ] 

- That fome Knowledge alſo of: the Religion of 
Abrabam, 1ſaac, F acob, Feſepb, Aoſes, and the I- 
—8 * r them b 1 
ne ed propagated among neig ing 
Nations, where they dwelt, or any of * 
. F 2 _ relled;; 


ſome Senfe 


- il Nelgiun Th N. XII. 
velled; and particularly amongſt the Egyprian: 


and Phenicians (from -whence it is notorious that 


all the Grecian Learning was derived) is what no 
one ſure will deny that the Hraelitiſß Religion 
became farther known in the World by the ſeve- 
— Conqueſts, Diſperſions, and Captivities of that 

eople; by the Ttanſlation of their Scriptures into 
the Greek Tongue (very generally underſtood) 
about three hundred Years before the coming of 
Chriſt, is very natural to believe. And Zaftly, 
that Chriſtianity was in a few Years far and near 
propagated in the World, is as well known as 
any thing in Hiftory, an 
- Now wherever any knowledge of the things 10 


the above mentioned Revelations or any of them 


was propagated or received: Notwithſtanding the 


many Errors, Corruptions, and. Fables, which 


were therewith mixed ; yet (till it ſerved as a fer- 
ment to flir up natural Conſcience, 'and- preſerve 
e of Religion amongſt- thoſe Nations. 
And on the contrary wherever we find a People 
to have loſt all Senſe of Revelation and revealed 
Truths ; ſcarce any Footſteps even of natural R 


gion are to be found amongſt them. 


Thus, for Example, It is "notorious that the 
antient fabulous Theology, received by the Gre- 
clans, and from thence derived to the Romans, was 
an a great Meaſure a Corruption of, together with 
many Additions to ſome Part of thoſe Revelati- 


ons, which are contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old Teſtament, for the Proof of which we need go 
no farther, than the Hiſtory of the Creation and De. 


luge, as it is related in the very beginning of Ovid's 
Aetamorphoſes ; and how great a Senſe of Religion 

and Conſcience, the Apprehenſion of theſe and 
ſuch like things kept up in both thoſe People, is too 
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SKA” by he Feſt" of Reaſor. &g © 
ther Proof here. And after that Chriſtianity be- K 
gan to bef made known through the Rowan En- 
ire; It is remarkable that even the Heathen | 
Writers exalted both Piety and Morality, to 'a 
higher he ſpiritual Degree, than any of | 
their Predeceſſors (though Men of as great Parts 2 
and Learning) bad ever done before them : Whichi 
can probably be attributed to no other Cauſe but 
the Acquaintance which they had with ſome of 
the Notions of the Goſpel. Ak 
On the contrary they who have travelled into 
thoſe Countries, where the ancient Natives have 
loſt all Sence or Apprehenſion of any ſuch thing 
as Revelation; do aſſure us that they find among 
them {6 very little ſign of any Worſhip of God, or 
Footſtep even of natural Religion, that it is at | 
leaſt very doubtful whether they have any manner | 
of Senſe of God or Religion at all; of which (to | 
omit others) the Feople called Hottantors at the Cape 
of Good Hope, ate a very remarkable Inftance. | 
1 ſhall cloſe” my Anſwer to all the foregoing | 
Objections with this one Conſideration; which 
take to be abundantly ſufficient to ſurmount all the 
Difficulties that are or can be contained in them; 
namely that not only Revelation, but in a great | 
Meaſure” even Reaſon alſo, - from the unequal | 
Diſtribution of Good and Evil in this Life, affiires | 
us that there is a Life to come, and a great Day 
of Account in which Rewards and Puniſhments 
ſhall be moſt exactly diſpenced ; and all the 
| [ſeeming] Inequalities of this World fo through! 
rectified and made even, that Virtue which ha 
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ſometimes here been oppreſſed {hall have no farther 
Reaſon to complain, or bemoan it {elf / nor pro- 
ſperous Vice any longer ground to triumph and 
rejoice.” Then it ſhall appear to all the rational 
hat the Judge of all — 

eart 


part of the Creation, 


1 


earth doth nothing but what is right, Gen. 18. 25, 
And as the ans and faithful ſervant (Mat. 25, 21.) 

l be amply rewarded ; ſo the wicked and 
ſlothful one (v. 26.) ſhall be ſufficĩiently puniſhed; 
not ſor that he had but one Talent (v. 1 5.) com- 
mitted o him, or Ability. to manage. no more, 


(pr of which ate laid to his Charge as a 


his-Lord's money to the Exchangers, v. 27. that 
ap to ſay, did not make at, duc Improvement 
of the Stock with which be was catruſted, that he 
might and ought to have done, Then, that ſer- 
vant which knew his Lord's Wi and repay not 
himſelf, neither did according to his Will, ſhall be 
beaten with many s: But he that knew not, and 
did commit things [in themſelves] worthy of Hripes, 
ſhall be beaten with few ftripes ; for unto, whomſeever 


mach is given, of him [alone] ſhall much be requi- 
red, Luz 12. — And 4. 47 6 oe 


v. 14. 


18. 


Good 


Gn cal 


Ault) but purely and only becauſe he did not 
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Knowledge of it; all things will appear ſo ri 
and equitable, and hat come after 
fitted to whatever 3 

the lealt Scruple 

all with one Ned cry 
þ 7 Lord are mie and righteons e FI. 
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fo exa 15 
ne before, that without 
or Suſpicion, we ſhall 
out, That the: judgments 


19.9 XXIII. But is may be objected, That there 
are very ſuffici 
Jewiſh” Religion was from God; and yet we 
maintain that it is fuperſeded by Cbriſtianity; 
How then do we know, but that there is ſome 
other Re „that comes into the place of the 
Chriftian ; as the Chriſtian ' has done into that 
of the Jewiſh ? This indeed is the Pretence of 
the * but the Anſwer to it is very 


eaſſ 
Whatſoerer things are of moral and eternal 
Goodnefs ; ben „V things are in their own 
nature hone#t, pure and lovely, Phil. 4. 8. 
are for ever the fs and unchangeable, are 
all tranſmitted from Judarſm into Chriſtianity, 
and there contained in the higheſt degree of Per- 
ſection. But, for ſuch as are only of poſitive In- 
ſtitution, as — always ſup 
themſelves alterable by the ſame Authority that 
fiſt appointed them 151 is it no leſs than — 
ſible that they ſhould be all the ſame in the Chri- 
flian, as they were in the Jewiſh Religion. The 
Iſraelitts, for Example, who lived within a ſmall 
Tra& of Ground, ' were "obliged by their La to 
perform ſeveral Acts of Obedience, aud Worſhip, 
at certain Times of the Veat, at no other place 
but the Houſe of God; 'which for many Years 
was the Temple of Fernſalems, where they who 
lived at the remoter Parts of the Earth, could 
dot "TY give their . And = 
Alone 


ent Arguments to om that the 


ſuppoſed to be in 


| 
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alone (to omit many other 


Conf derations) ix 
enough to ſhew,” that the poſitive part of the 


Moſaick Law, was only intended for that one 


People ; and that too, no longer than ſhould 
— j diſtinct and ſeparate from all obe Na- 


tions. Moreover, in all the Revelations that Gd 


was pleaſed to make of himſelf, eren from the 
very time of the Fall of Man, he ſtill thought fit 


to give plain Intimations of farther Diſcoveries 


that were to be made of his Will to the World: 
As a by the Promiſes made by him, That 
the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ferpent's 
bead, Gen. 3. 15. That in the ſred of Abraham all 
the nations of the earth be blefſed, Gen. 22. 18, 
That Shiloh ſhould come, and unto him ſhowld the 
gathering. of the people be, ch. 49. 10. That God 
would raiſe up unto bis pe ple 4 Prophet, like unto 
Moſes, whom they ſhould hear, Deut. 18. 15, 18. 
And in a word, from all thoſe Predictions in 
the Old Teſtament, which the Jos, as well as 
Chriſtians, always did, and ſtill do underſtand 


to foretel the coming of the Meſſiah; who was to 
tell them all things, John 4. 25. Whereas in all 
that Declaration of bis Will, which in theſe -laft 
. days God ' has been pleaſed to make unto the 


World by his Sen, Heb. 1. 2. there is not the 
leaſt eltion or Intimation, of any new or 
farther Revelation of his Will to be made; but 
altogether the contrary : As abundantly appears 
from many Paſſages in the New Teſtament; par- 
ticularly, from' the Promiſe of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, to be with his Diſciples: alway, even unto the 
end of the world, (Mat. 28. 19, 20.) in the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, which be had commanded them 


to reach. all Nations; and above all, from the fre- 


ent aſſurance he has given us, both by him- 


his 


— 
- 


If and his Apoilcs, That all who ſhall receive | 


. on FART 


ws = 44a © wo 9, ow ow Þ* 


_ wh 


ms os r x59 £6 © A ws -© Þov aa mw ww . T &c =. 


<O 


aLprEEBSACRAMCEARSCARRMGLOISNII_I_IATMIIMCCCDCC_LMEST. 


i. by he Teft of Nen, 73 
his Doctrine; arid conform themſelves to it, ſhall 


Wl inberic eternal life, Mark 16. 15, 16. John 3.15, 16. 
which being the utmoſt, Reward that Man is ca- 


ef 1ectiving,-ſhews, That-that Obedience, 
fo which: this Reward is annexed, is the utmoſt 
that God Almighty does or ever will require, from 
any Man:whatſoeyer. So that if once we allow 


the Chriftian Religion to be from God, (as I 


think the Proofs brought for it ate beyond all 
imaginable Exceptions) we muſt of neceſſity alſo 


own; that this is the laſt Revelation of himſelf, 
9 Will, that ever he deſigns to make to the 


orld ; and ny that all Pretences to 
new and farther Diſcoveries in Religion, can be 
no better than Impoſture or Deluſion, 


5 XXIV. I proceed to the third Qu:ſtion > 


namely, Why we are Proteſtants and I; oe 
the Reformed rather than the Roman Religion 
Whatſoever Controverſics have been raiſed, or 


different Opinions at any time maintained in the 


World concerning the divine Inſpiration, Autho- 
ri, Perfection, Interpretation, or Pegſpicuity of the 


Holy Scriptures ; yet all who have ever profeſſed 


Chriſtianity with the leaſt degree of 1 Fog 
ther Papiſts or Proteſtants, or of what other de- 
nomination ſoever they have been) have conſtantly 
and fully agreed in this; that whatever Doctrines 
or Rules of Life are clearly and plainly taught 
and contained in thoſe ſacred Writings; and are 
altogether agreable to the main Tenor and Deſign 
of them; ought always to be received as true and 
obligatory to every Man as far as he has the Op- 

rtunity of coming to the Knowledge of them. 


w the whole and intire Religion of a Proteftanc 


is no more but this; to believe and the 
Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, to be duly baptized 


with Water according to Chriſt's Inſtũution, to 
: G lead 
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1... lead a holy.andwertuous Life in the diligent Pra- 
| ctice of the Duties of Piety and Morality, fre- 


| tly to Participate-of that holy Ordinance of 
i 38 B read and Wine which takes its Name from 
uri intiag it at his laſt Supper, and laſtly 
ds give alf due jence to that Jawful Autho- 
| rity boch Gil and eccleſiaſtical, which, in the 


Courſe of God Providence, is placed over him: 
| nor does any ſaber Proteſtant, that I know of, re- 
l quire more Than this, as an eſſential part of Re- 
8 ligion, er 'abſolutely- neceſſary, to the Salvation 
| ct any Chriſtian :-and' that all this, is clearly, 
plainly, and beyond all Contradiction, con- 
'4 tained and taught in the Holy Scriptures, and al- 
1 together agreeable to the main Tenor and Deſign 
f them, is not only moſt evident to every one 
1 who reads them; But alſo fully and freely owned 
"= and acknowledged by all thoſe who are of the 
* Church of Rae; which therefore we take to be a 
very ſufficient Reaſon why we ate of the Prote- 
{tant Religion. For what Objection - may be pre- 
tended again(t che name Proteſtant, as being new 
and unheard of till of late Years; yet nothing of 
that Nature can be more evident than / that the 
Religion which we proſeſs; as I have but now de- 
icribed it; is as Antient as the firſt Propagation 
of the Goſpel hy che Apoltles; bring all of it moſt 
plainly contained in the Holy-Seripuures. 
It may perhaps be objected that the thirty nine 
Artieles, received by our Church, are expreſsly 
called Articles of Religion; and the Confeſſnas, by 
other Proteſtant Churches - publiſhed, are uſually 
ſtiled Confeſſions of Fab: Now that theſe Articles 
and Confeſſions do all of them contain much more 


dingly acknowledged g. and if Wi 


than t I have but now ſet down as the whole 
Religion of a Proteſtant, is evident, and accor- 
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of a Proteſtant includes a great deal more; 
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what I have deſcribed to be in it. LENA 
To this the Auſwer will not be difficult if we 
conſider that theſe Words, Faith and Religium are! 
ſometimes taken in a larger, and ſometimes in 4 
mote contracted and limited Signification; ſome- 
times they are put to ſignify that whole Syſtem of 
Doctrine which is authentickly received by any: 
Church; tho not all of it, as abſolutely neceſſary 
to Church-Communion or eternal Salvation; yet 


at ſqund and ttue, and altbgethet agrecable. ta 


the · Holy Scriptures, or whatever Rule of Faith, 
or Religion is received, and owned by them: 
and in this Acceptation of the Words, the Faith 
or Religion. of a Proteſtant may be ſaid to contain 
more than what 1 have mentioned to be in it; 
But theſe ſame Words, as they 1 4 tho 


not expreſt in my Text, ate to rſtood in 
the ſtricteſt Signitication, to dengte no more than 


what is ordinarily neceflary to the Salvation of a 
Chriſtian. My Text requires no more from us, 
but that we ſhould be ready to give an Anſwer ts 
every Man that acketh us 4 Reaſon of the hope that 10 
in ; or in other Terms, Why we hope to be 


faved in, and by tbat Faith and Religion which 


we profeſs? But to give our Reaſons why we be- 
heve ſome other ines alſo to be true, (altha; 
we do not look upon them as ordinarily neceſſa- 


ty to Salvation) however prudent and proper 


upon many occaſions it may be; is yet beyon« 
the Deſign of what my Text preſcribes :; Now if 
we take the Words Faith and Religion, in this 
Sence,ifor no more but what we eſteem to be g- 
dinanly neceflary to the Salvation of wy Chri- 
ſtian; there is no ſober Proteſtant, that 1 know 
ol, who extends his Faith or Rel 
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e muſt take notice that the difference between 


Practices we lock on not Gly to be ney, 
or 


it is a ſufficient Reaſon why we nei 
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thoſe Bounds within which I have but now deſcri- 

bell it; that is to ſay, 8 any more to be expli- 
cCitly believed or practiſed, in order to the eternal 
Salvation oſ a Chriſtian, than thoſe feveral things 
that I have mentioned. Ve e T8 (045 
But ſtill a part of the Queſtion continues un- 
anſwered ; nor will it be thought fuffi.ĩent bare- 
1y:for us to ſhew, why we embrace our own Re- 
Tigion:: But it will farther be expected that we 
Mould give our Reaſons ſor refuſing to join with 
che Church of Rowe, in the 10n or Practice 
&f what they, beyond this, would erpect and re- 


quire from us. | 3 
For the clearing up therefore of what remains, 


rm mee 1 
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us and the Church of Nome, does not conſiſt in 
this, That they deny any thing to be ordinarily 
neceſſary to Salvation, which we affirm ſo to be, 
cepting only the Cup in the Holy Communion : 
But the great difference between us lies in this, 
That in one Inſtance they have deprived. the Peo- 
ple of ſomething, which by Chrilt's own appoint- 
ment (as we apprehend) every Chriſtian, that 
comes to Years of Underſtanding, ought to par- 
take of; I mean the Cup in the Holy Commu- 
nion. And in divers other Inſtances they have 
added to the Chriſtian Religion, ſundry Doctrines 
and Practices to be received by every one who is 
in Communion with them gwhich Doctriues and 


{for then perhaps we might in ſome things, 
Peace ſake, comply with them) but to be falſe 
and unlawful; and therefore ſuch as with à good 
Conſcience we cannot profeſs, or join with 
in: And if we can make this our Allegation good, 
cher ate wt 
oP. (73457 * 
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will be Papiſts; and fo compleats our Anſwer to 
this third eſtion. 9779 51 | I. 
Fo come to the matter then in very few Words; 
If Ghrifi's own appointment de à ſuffiient 
ground for that Obligation that lies upon all 
Chriſtians to partake (as they become capable) 
of the Holy Communicn,. (which no ſober Man 
of the Church of Rome ever yet, L belicve, denied ;) 
this holds altogether as ſtrongly for drinking ot 
the Cup, as it does for cating of the Bread. Is 
at Doctrine which is directly contrary: to the 


univerſal Senſe and Reaſon of all Mankind, and. 


to divers very plain Paſſages of Holy Scripture ; 
and rekes only and entirely upon a pretended 
literal Interpretation of one ſingle form of Ex- 
preſhon, (which; if it be once admitted, will ag 
well prove ous Bleſſed Saviour to be, in a literat 
Sence allo, a ine, x Rock, and a Door.z wih ma- 
ny other iuch Abſurdities) if ſuch a Doctrine as 
this, I ſay, may well be looked upon as falle x 


then the Bectride of Tranſubſtantiation, as ſtated- 


by the Council of Trent, cannot juſtly be recei- 
ved as true, and with it the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
and Worſhip of the Hoſt, (both which entirely 
rely upon this Doctrine) mult alſo . fall to the 
round. If we mutt worſhip the Lord our Got, 
and ſerve him only, as our Saviour expreſly ſays, 
Mat. 4. 10. and if the firſt and ſecond Com- 
mandments have ſtill the ſame Meaning, and are 
of the ſame Obligation to us under the Goſpel; 


as they were unto the Iſraelites under the Moſaick, | 


Diſpenſation; then the Invocation and Worthip 
of Saints, Images and Relicks, as preſcribed and 

ctiſed in the Church of Rome, muſt of nccel- 
ity be not only unlawful, but in à very higi 
degree provoking unto God, who has declared 
himſelf to be 4 jealous God. The time would fail 
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mme to * of the — Claim of Supreniacy, 
his or bis Churches pretended Infallibility, Pur. 
, Indulgences, V Maſſes: for the Dead; pri- 
es, Auricular Conſeſſion, Penance and 
Satisfaction ſor Sins, Merits, Works of Superero- 
tion, Pilgrimages, and all the long Train of 
rcrs, and unlawtul or unwarran le Practices, 
which under the Name and Pretence of Apoſtolick 
752 2 — ages: yr ore and Con- 
' 1308 the cm, are im 
Members of that Communion ; and — 
the Penalty of Anathema, be owned and appro- 
ved of by them : All which things, being ſeriouſ- 
iy weighed and conſidered, we cannot but con- 
clude, That as we have ſufficient ground for moſt 
heartily the Chnitian Rehgion; as it 
is in 41 Proteſtant Chur ches generally proſeſſed 
and declared to be neceſſary to Salvation, ſo hate 
we abundant reaſon, for the rejecting all thoſe 
Additions which the Church of Nome has _— 
do it, or Alterations in it; and 
reſuling to join with that Church (as 
continues thus corrupted) in religious 
ar Communion. And thus I have at an ane 
— the third Queſtion propoſed; namely, Why 
— Proteſtants, and neither are mor will de Pa- 
„ 
name 7. we are tant 
h, and not of: any Parry that diſſents ar divides 
rem ber? To which, I think à fair and _ 
Cory Anſwer. may in very few Words be g 
Whatever all ſober 4 — A mi t add 
alſo; and divers learned Pa pilis) do — — 
be neceflary to the — of a Chriſtian; 
can ſnew it all fully and freely to be had Wer? 
enjoyed in our — We beljeve and * 
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the true Faith, as delivered in tl: e Creed; we arc 
all received into the Church by Baptiſm; we are 


taucht to lead holy and virtuous Liwes; no part 


of Chriſt's Inſtieetion is omitted in the Admini- 
ſtration of the Holy Communion ; we have 
Governors, doch Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, law- 
tuily ſet over us. to whom we are required to 
give Obedience ſo far, and no farther than as the 
Law of God preſcribes: Nor does any ſober Pro- 
teſtant (as I bave already fawn) require any 
more than this, as an eſſential part of Religion, 
pn ablolute neceſſity to our everlaſting Happi- 
neſs, 40 + 112 

Again, Some things may perhaps be eſteemed 
as profitable in order to Salvation, altho' they 
cannot be reckoned to be of abſolute neceſſiry 
And whatever: there is or may be of this tort, 
may as fully and beneficially be enjoyed a mongſt 
us, as in any Society of: Chuttians: whatſoever: 
He, who is a Member of un Church, may rtad 
the Holy Scriptures and other good Books, attend 
the Worſhip: of God both publickly and private- 
125 hear Sermons,” keep Days of Faſting or Ab- 
{tnence, and do every thing elſe that any way 
tends io his Saul Healths And this as much 
and as often as he pleaſes, or can any way 
conduce to his ſpiritual or eternal Welfare. 

Nor is thete any thing - preſcribed in or re- 
quired, by | cur Church, that is any way de- 
ſtructive of Salvation, or in the leaſt a hinder- 


bar to the Salvation of him that proſeſſes Chri- 
ſtianity; nor can any thing be reckoned as 2 
Sin, 1 John 3. 4. except it be, either expreſiy 
er by eonſequence, a tranſpreſſion of the Law 
and where no Dam is, there is mo Tranſ- 


of 
zrefſion. Rom. 4. 15, Now however ſome of out 


ance to it. Nothing but Sin can any way be a- 
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| 
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Dieſires of thoſe-who refuſe them, and whatever 
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_ Ceremonies or Eccleſiaſtical Conſtiutions may 
not be altogether agreeable to the 'Farcies or 


other Objections are or may be artificially contri- 
ved againſt them; yet fill there is not any ene 
tlung required to be performed by any Member 
of cur Communion, that can be proved io be con- 
trary to any of God's Laws; or therefore can yjultly be 
condemned as any way deſtructive of Salvation. 
No wherever a Church is by Law eſtabliſhed, 
in which all things any = neceſſary or profi- 
tahle to Salvation, may ſully and freely be had 
and enjoyed, and nothing at all deſtr1Chve of 
Salvation is impoſed upon any Man: From ſuch 
a Church as this, no Man ought to ſeparate and 
every one that lives within the Precincts of it, 
ougbt conſtantly to continue in its Communion. 
And altho' there may be ſome things in its Con- 
titution that are not ſo agreeable to his particular, 
Tteliſh ; yet as long as he can without Sin (and 
therefore with a good Conlcience) conform to 
them; he ought not on the Score of any ſuch things 
as theſe, either to break the Unity, or diſſurb the 
Peace of the Church, or reſuſe his Obedience to 
lawtul-Authority + and this I take to be a ſuffi- 
= and ſatisſactory Anſwer to this fourth and 
alt Queſtion. 1. 234111590 Bf en - TAO ET. 
5. XXVI. But there are two difficulties that 
arite upon the whole, which I muſt endeavour 
to clear up before I conclude, 1 1 
Firſt then, it will perhaps be objected by thoſe 
of the Church of Rowe.” That however fair, and 
well put together, all theſe Arguments, brought 
for the Proof of our Religion, may, at the firſt 
view, appear to be; yet, when the Strength of them 
comes to be ſtrictly examined, they will at beſt be 
found to be no more but Pribable, and far ſhort of 


 Jofal- 


XXVII. by the Teſt of Reaſon, 81 
Infallbility : Now the mgheſt Probability, ſay t 
Hill includes and — ſeine 2 
| leaſt of ' Uncertainty ;j and conſequently cannot 
ri- be a Ground ſuſfioĩently firm, on which a Man 
ne may ventute his eternal Salvation: and for this 
ber Reaſon they decry all other Men's. Pei ſwaſion in 
- Religion but their own, which they ſay is ſup- 
be ported by the Hfallibiſity of their Church; and 
therefore. is beyond even the Pollibility of fail- 
) $15 1507-983 T6,13.1--51015!: 
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fi- But wculd theſe Men have us build our Faith 
ad upon the Iufallibility of their Church, without 
of __ Proof at all brought for it; or have they 
ch ſufficient Arguments to convince and ſatisfy us 
1d ol the Truth and Reality of ſuch Infalſibihty ? 
it, The ſormer of theſe is altogether abſurd ; nor do 
n. hey demand fo foolith and unteaſonable a ching 
1— tom us: Tr: then they undertake fi: to brivi 
r, ſufficient Proof of their Infallibility, before th 
d would have us receive or acknowledge it, I de- 
© mand farther, is this ſame Proof, in its ſelf, in- 
Q ſallible or not? If not, then what are we the 


e better for the pretended Iufallibility- of 4 Church 
Oo which has not infallible Arguments to ſupport-ir? 
Bat if cheir Eroof be ig if ſelf infallible, it will 


follow that there is an 1nfallibility- antecedem 
to that of the Church; And why may we not 
it ſuppoſe, that ibe Truth 'of Religion may thereby 
r be proved as well antecedently to the Infallibili 
of the Church, as the Infalhbility of the 
amecedntly to the Truth oſ Religion. 
Again, whatever Arguments they offer for the 
Proof of their pretended Infallibility, - mutt be, 
and accordingly are always drawn. either tn 
Reaſon, or Scripture, or both in conjunction 
together; from which ſame Fountains we alſb 
directly bring our Prooſs for the eſtabliſhing «4 
8.4 


> Noi Tryed Seck. XXV. 
the Truth of our Religion: No let e 5 
ments for their Infallibility, and ours for, our Re- 
1igion, be well compared the one with the other; 
and it will ſoon appear to every impartial Man, 
that thoſe which ve bting inmudiately in the 
behalf of Religion, are by much the moſt con- 
clufive of the two. Nor can they of the Church 
of Kome pretend ta offer one ſingle Word in be- 
if of their bine but upon a Suppo- 
mon, that the Being of God, and the Truth of 
Chnitianity are- firſt; ſufficient iy eſtabliſhed upon 
the Proofs which are common both to us and 
them: So that whatever ſtrengtb they may fancy 
to de in their Arguments for the Infallibility of 
their Church, it mutt all of neteſſity depend 
1» baole | that, ate, : antecedently thereto, | broug 
taube Eſtabliſhing of Re:igion, aod Chriſlianity 
in general: From wbence theſe two Confequen- 
3: mult. unavoidably follow z- Firf, That no 
n's Belief of Religion and Chriſtianity in the 
general can julily ini the leaſt depend upon the 
Joppaſcd Infallibiliey of. the Church; and, S 
nd, That if tom Reaſun and Scripture, as 
d or better Arguments may be immediate 
pad ſor the Eütabliſhing of the particular D. 
Arines of Claiftiatuty; chan are for the 
roof of this pretended Infallibility: We ma 
as: well, nay we had much better receive ſue 
ee Doctrines upon the Proof that ſo may 
L 
reſs 


r 
ſor them, tham-endeavour to lay the 

them upon ſuch an Infalhbility, as can» 

dot be ſo well proved as they themſelves may be 
without: it. And indeed when it is conſidered 
the Writers of the Church of Rome are 
either where to place their pretended 
allwihey, or how to make any ſort: of Proof 
it, it m well amaae tvtry ſobet Man — 
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find them with ſo much Confidence inhſting 
upon a thing, which; on a ſober Examination, 
appears to be no better than a Fiction or Hy- 


heſis, contrived to ſerve a Turn, and void of 
WW Ts \ N 


all ſatisfactory Proof or Reaſity- 

But it is not enough, that we can fo 
damly retort this Objection upon the Church of 
Rome; for notwithſtanding this; the Difficulty 
ill remains, and requires another kind of So- 
lution ; In order whereunto, it muſt indeed be 
freely granted, that in all matters of great Mo- 


ment and Co (where we ſuppoſe eve- 

—— mow 2 poſs 
may be) 

be abtained, 

or 

Probability 

be. But let 

in debate will not admit, or tha 

who makes the Enquiry, is 

ſort of abſolute Certain 

does; not take Mites + 

Now, de- 

Mo 2 ; aſe to 5 

ide place ; that he 

ſhall neither 11 from his 
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84 «Religion Thied Seſt. Xx vn. 
but every Man, as far as he is capable, ought 
iy to weigh and conſider tbem: But if we 

. bave as much as may abundantly ſa- 

yisfy; evcry * and impartial Man, and the 

Arguments for Religion do vaſtiy over- balance 
thole few trifling Pretences that ate brought a- 

ta inſt it; mult we fullenly fit down (and that 

with the 'preate Hazard of eternal Miſery) in 

Atheiſm, Scepiiaſm, or Infidelity ; for no other 

rea ſon but that we have not that ; fal. 

lille Proof of things, which neither does their 

Nature er Rox our own: r is capable 
receivin | 
F. XXVII. The other Difficulty which. ariſes 

upon this Diſcourſe, is, That — rational 

and and Gatiafadtbry all this Account which we give 
of Our Religion may, to Men -of Senſe and 


Underſtanding, appear to be; 8 


ſort, which ate much the (greateſt- part 
Mankind, are not only 1 of it all, ar 
even altogether uncapable of apprebending the 
Force of. the 2 contained in 
8$ will: ſoon appear to any — one ages 
the! Experiment. :; Euher 
numberleſs 


Millions of ew den n . 


ligation, of . or 

gion at all ndation . eg Obi Obli- 
gation multi be b Sy upon ſome other and plain- 
er Account of thin n 
— — of their Capacity. 


oy be duly conſideted. 
Vier — Men; there are in the Worls, 
yery ſufficient Underfianding of much 


= thao. —— in Words they are well able 
2 7 ſtin | k 
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eunto, I deſire that theſe two 
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m with Prudence and Diſcre- 


. AI 


I Jo far at lea 
145 dire& bin in bis 


Bur if upon many occaſions 
Words to - expreſs the Grout 
what he does, you will find him, being no 
Maſter at all of Language, but very imperſeR- 


able to do it: Now let the ſame 
Nas (which very often 7 the e C0 10 de ver 


regular in the Performance of all the Duties 
— conſtant in the Worſhip of God, both 
wate; frequent at ie Holy Com- 


oy, 


private Atkabs: 1 
a Pty A deſire thin - © 
and' Reaſons of 


— „True, „Iemperate, afl. 4 
table, a obedient to lawful — 2 and | 
all this , as far as ever we are able to judge, ' 


upon a | true Principle of Confrietite ;\ (Is not 
ſuch conſtant and uniform Regularit of his 
Liſe and Actions, as clear a Proof that — —5 
alſo a due Apprehenſion of the things of 

ligion , ſufficient to direct and ſupport. him 
through God's Grace in the Practice of it: Altho' | 
at the ſame time, if you ask him 4 Reoſon of | 
the Hope that is in bim, and of all that be 0, 


on that account, his Anſwer, as to the outward 
form of Expreſſion, 


"will a but u we and | 
imperfect; And i muſt be ſupplied; ' as to tha 1 
DefeR, by the Diſcretion and Charity of Hm 3 
that makes the E nquiry- It is therefore a great | 
Miſtake if we eonclace, that Men under and f 


4 little- or nothi 4 Relig ion, of the reaſon of 
= only becau 


2 mory ' requi- 
lration 75177 tians 
mes, whether falſe or * have 
3. wuh, and by many adopted into it; 

engl or e maꝝ occur in 
EE £ —— * 

an AJ | oy is nece 

9 get Fanden 1 Ag that is 


Capacity of. common 
Undead Sho | abe rage dll dili Uly.s makes 
K 70 it. — — of A _ 
. the utmoſt Dep a 
thaſe Myſteries ; hich in part. are; only revealed. 
unto us in ts pg „Ci. 13s 9+.) Are altoge- 
ther as i n{ble aud unfathomable to the 
l ast0 pes Butwbat Man almoſt 
is there of ſo mean a Capacity, that may not, 
with moderate Inſtruction ang. due Attention 
n be fully and rational ty convinced of the 
iel Atributes of od, from the very 
the Worid ; of the Truth of Ohri- 
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by cs e 282 laſtly, of all thoſe 
the main Tenour and Deſign of 
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es and Rules of Life that are neceſſary — 
tures, $0.0 which n of Chri- 
. tho briefly 


agrer, 
e e Oey Man 
indeed 3 be n 2 8, or 
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Salvation, nor are, beth ie ſome tolerable; 


Account 1 WA; injpcrſeQly 
hy WR ſaved in 260 by it, «Faulty * 
ot * 


t thinz it ſelf u a JO. % 
i either that they want good and plain! "YA 
„or elle wHll- not give Attention! gh 
b it; and fer this much fufice w. bare th. Fl 
ſpoken to the ſecond ET, 1 6 
5. XXVII. ra” Selen be ' "Mi 
a 1 have only this'; to "add; That Whatever 1 
Knowledge or Uödetſtatdhnz id Religion; or the 
Grounds and Reafons of it any Man may have 
if he does not carefully and conſcientiouſiy — 
forth the Fruit of it in a truly yertuous and pious 
Life; it will be fo far from being of any Ad- * 1 
vantage to him; that, on the contrary, it will 1 1 
molt certainly turn to hig greater Condemnation, N 
the Servant wha knows not SL WON ae be" | 
Reaſon of his Ignorance, cams thing, in thim- -. 
{elves worthy of Stripes, has fomething to pleat” 
in excuſe for himſelf (at leaſt if his hs Ignorance be : 
not through his own Fault or 2 and ſhall - ' 
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bi beaten but with few 7 a he that Servant whe. | 
nds 0 . B hy > f 
vant as bis, not — * the bigheſt nec | 
aflronts his Lord; But Alle gives —— 
and evil Example to his Fellow-ſcrvants; and Z 
— cg 1 bats to by beaten with” 1 
many 4 4 ien, 2 8 
| of him 1 e ee * 47 PA i = 
(wi ti otro t' 5 1:01 4113 
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